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SKETCH 

FOR THB 

IMPROVEMENT 

OF THE 

POLITICAL^ COMMERCIAL, and LOCAL^ 

3nttttste of Britain, 

AS BXSMPLIFIBD BY THB 

INLAND NAVIGATIONS OF EUROPE IN GENERAL, 

AND OP 

England in particular; 

Including details relative to the intended 

STAMFORD JUNCTION NAVIGATION, 

To unite the Sastem, with the Midland and lVe$tem Counties qfthe 

KINGDOM. 



** The extent of the CarryhigJiyade is in a manner infinite, in comparison of the 

Honae Trade, and of the Foreign Trade, andis capabU <if absorbing tht greatest 

Capitais,*' 

Smiths Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. b. 2, c. 5. 
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Iif addressing to your notice 

the following inconsiderable tract, I feel 
myself impelled by a two-fold obligation,-— 
the acknowledgement of your favour to 
myself, and the conviction of your exerted 
interests for that Borough, in the canvass oif 
^nfMch I am honottted bjr ytmr support 



iv iDEDlCATl01f# 



I am inspirited in no common degree 
by your candid and honourable avowal of 
the sentiments which operated on your 
mind in ray. - behalf.^ .When the circum- 

stances of your anterior opposition to my 

election, at the severe contest for the re- 
presentation of the Borough bf Stamford in 

Parliament, nearly twelvemonths ago, is 
reconciled with a change, such as I, with 
gratitude, have experienced, none can 
question the purity of the source whence it 
emanated. . ;. , 



■ '*.■.; 



■'■••'■ i 
•■ ■ . ' , .• •• 1 ~1 ■ . I . . 

' } ■ 

: Your address i to £{.£CT0ft, while ii 
|eems ,wij(;h your . cUafracteiristic priti^ciplesi^ 
^£resent)Sj to xpy ; anticipating prospl^ts the 
Teali2iSLld/^n.Qf^^ to; Sta^pfqbd, 



vrhicfa 76U have beto ples^sed tberein. tb^ 

« 

say would result from my election* Nq^ 

incdnsiderable portion of my ' trittmphatit 
satisfaction proceeds from ^my b^vtngf 
lianged on my side* aii auxiliary so impotft^ 
ant, in point of bittb, ptoperty^ hoAour, andf 
discertiment. ' ' - ^ 

When you asserted, Sir, that your advo* 
Cacy of my cause originated ici a desire for 

** a warm, not a withering policy ^'^ my eiSforts 
becauie incessant to promote the wish 01 



t^ 



your adoption to the benefit of Stamford 
and the neighbourhood. In the moi^ 
flattering and honourable terms you have 

I - . • , i 

iexpressed yofir opinion with regard to my 
views; you have pronounced them to be 



liberal ; andiiny iotent' in the! subteqiii^nt 
]pAges is if possible to add oonfirtaiation tOt: 

yoxkt. i pret ipus fltd^^meAt* All&w jme^ : Sif^ [ 
%» iQjr tbafr [I sboukl be extreoiely 4efidie)tit^> 
^ly ill gKatitode but ia scdfr^-egard, if ti 
neglected ®ti . oppwi^^ty ; of opening . ^nk 
additional avenue to your inQrea9e4i eeti^ 
ination and supports 
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Possessing as you. do the valuable talent 
of properly, appreciating such endeavours 
9S the present, no one is more highly quali^ 

• ■ . • ' ' ! ' • , •■ • ' 

^ed, through the prefixment of . a name, to 
give it its merited diflFusion^ . 
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With sentiments of t\i%. highest personal 



PEDICATIPK. Vlt 

consideration 9 q^nd a pleasing consciousness 
of jour efforts for my cause. 



I have the honour to b^ 



SIR, 



Your very obedient. 



and very humble servant, 



J. JEPSON ODDY. 



St. James^^ Sqt^re, 
London, Feb. 7th, 1810. 
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SKETCH 

*0R TMK ! r 

IMPROVEMENT 

JOJF TfIS 



POLITICAL, COMMERCIAL, and LOCAI^' 

INTERESTS OF BRITAIN, 

^c. ^c. ^e. 



»» . 



Antecedently tp ^ije French Revoiu- 

tioB, tbe precepts and ro^Uiie of courts, in politic^ 
as well as in cemmerce, whether in peace or war,^ 
were understood and regulated by nearly one and 
the same standard, among the civilised powers 
of Europe. Political views were then paramoua^ 
to all otheri»; and, tlteir consideration being ex* 
cliisively territorial, commerce, unwisely, became 
an object of mere secondary estimation. Poli- 
tical econe^jfy and those principles which consti- 
tute the W&l pb^er and wealA of statesi werp 
but im^rfectty ui^derstood and less practised* f 
The ^Fr^nch R^vi^llitiop, heworer, was produc* 

B 



2 POLITICAL, COMMERCIAL, ANJ> 

tive of a general alteration in these matters, apd 
avowed itself the V^aijej^tfoj^ political doctrines 
altogether new and formidable in their nature. 
The extraordinary and. terrific operations of an 
era, so dreadful as that of the revolutionary cpn- 
cussion in whatx was^ formerly Fraoce, carried ruiij 
and desolation, not only within its sphere, but, 
out of it, produced the fell of empires, kingdoms, 
ai^d states, previously Gon^idjered .as i\nrplated. 
Britain, from its insular muation and' the new 






state of things ^ultiya{;ed all the beq^fi)^$.arisin 
from its natural security, and seduloiisfy impro- 
ved those advantages from whicli continental 

:yh ..w* /•.■>> 

Europe became excluded. In this novel construction 
of affairs, it is found that our commerce, crea- 
tive of wealth and pcrWTJi*,^iKrs nerved those sinews 
by which we have been enabled to make head in 
a stfugglfe^, unprecedented la its rfature,^ in its 
magtiitu'dfe,' and' its object: Bxidy\vh\\e th^mdepen-^ 
dente of the .other Earope^n powsfs^ppFoxhTiate^ 
to deeply, ruih, aftd desplatian,;. the .^6iJt.;com* 
priced iwitlwn our sea^rt baiindapifes..has i^videnjt- 
ly prbyefd to be the healtb'fxil'a&ylUiil of^puijupip. 
tivfe libei^ty; •' When the diast yeau. add^d ,tQ tb? 
teiterated defeats x)f Austria; .i wd /^^he; entir? 
feiibmissidn of mutilated Swedterj , ipcrg^a^ the 
number* of staixfs^tlrieady subject .(as f^r as 
ilie arbitrary dictation of his poliicy cpuW ^ noake 
theniy) to the coinquerbr of continental Europe ; 
^?ien the <!)n)y reofiainipg powers of ^ Spain,. ; /Porr 



ti 



tugal, anfl Tiirkey,!ape ^^^jon^.thfe point of s\v«l* 
ling the accotiiit -of the fallen { when, ; ia ' shorty 
the etitire dotitinbiit of' Europe, under the isok 
cdfitrdttl of thfegigaiBltiC'Gallie&ri po\<reiv presents 
a necromantic circle of dominion; out .ot\irbi<Jb 
we are exorcised p trheii no: ingenuity can demise 
either va rectilinear or ciirred approach ^o its cif * 
camference; then is dur situstion indeed becoi:n6 
serious. in the extreme. No; friendly balatade by 
^llianee3 in Eur^ope, or its free intercourse of trade 
is any longer contingent to our solitary exertions. 
Nor' arc the prospdctai less portentous and impo- 
sing, oh the whole continent of America, though 
in their respecttte bearings^ distinct interests, and 
probable result^i of a widely diflPerent nature; but 
at the same time of the greatest importance to the 
interestts df Qi^eat firitaiii, and to the world' in 
general. . . .;.; : 

The new world ih not yet, accbrding to the 
nature.-of things, emancipated from its minority^ 
There must be^soitie dependence on the. parent; 
andpjij) fact^; ^e causte *rhich: oper,ate unfavour- 
ably .on tbe tenui:e:.of the one, must prejudi(;;ft 
the entailment of the other. , . . • 

No dominion, of human policy, can /be so 
fatal to the . fabric which it rears as the invests^ 
ture of a. suprtme, power in a body of speculaf* 
tive projefctprs. Of, this opinion no stronger de4 
monstration can be^jgiven than the dissolution of 



< 



4 n>hmtCAh, oDjiH£&eiAi, ASt^ 

^ celebiated H&nuatic league ! The British In- 
dia Company have farmed their commerce at ^ 
lack-rent, and ia it wonderful that oppression^ 
(SkVariee^ and ambition, shouki create division^ and 
division ultimate estrangement? 

Seemingly pregnant with great events are the fu^ 
ture prospects in Asia, where our immense empire 
has not only been menaced, but actually endan^ 
gered, by the fcuda and dissentions which fatally 
ftiibsist between the ihilitary and civil powers. 
Our Eastern dependtncits, from this convulsion 
of -dangerous policy, will hail the day of non- 
eiLfstence under that name, more than from all 
^e machinations and intcigaes of France, or the 
fVK>st strenuous efforts and prone defection of the 
natives. 

* Nearer home we have to contend with an 
enemy possessing not only the most fertile but 
edpacious and pro^nprt miody ftided by the most 
extensively'^owcrfiil resources that history has 
$ver recordedy at the .c^sposftioii of ' one man :^ 
add to these, a hatred the most iilveterate to- 
wards, this- country, and a studied bent towards 
its destruction, if pot by immediate, yet by pro* 
gressive. and subtle stepsw The total is an alarm- 
ing^ summary of the powers, views, and possi- 
bilitieSi within tlie grasp of this Hannibal in po- 
licy, tactics, and national hatred. Of their agen- 
cy and extent we have annually but too many 
convincing proofs. 



IOC AX** INTBRESTS OF BftlTAlN. 9 

Atine commencement of die present t^r many 
powers, then amicable to us, have be^n con^ 
yerted, by our inveterate foe, into his iuhiaist 
sive aUies, and otheiisare permitted to exist but 
as conquered vassals. To particularize by deno-> 
miiiation is useless ; there is only one single 
staeeping stHtementy — the wholj$ of the European 
continent is now nearly subdued, and shortly 
will be subject to the controui and direction of 
one vast, active, and yigikuit power; and I 
need not say that power is France. 

The name of the French witl shortly be ab^ 
soribed in that of the Western Empire^ in which 
the light of political tiberty will possibly set 
forever. 

We shall then be shut out from all direct or 
open intercourse and traffic with the Europesti 
continent Its whole marithne line of frontier, 
(including the muiltifarious naval resources of its 
interioi:,) extending from the White Sea to the 
Daf dan^lrlea, and even sdoug the northern shores 
of Africa^ comprehending the whole popular 
tion of the continent, will be brpught to act 
again^ us, united in one powerful phalanx, as it 
were> at the ^inediaute motion and direction of 
Fiance. ! . 

From the p^t we may judge of tli^ future. 
Eveiy. stratagem and every effort that human 
genius and daring intrepiditjr Can devise will 
be exerted against ns^ liot *^r .the simple purpose 



d .POLITICAV COMMEKCIAt; Asii 

of humiHating US into a tiegotiation for a feif 4ncl 
equitable ^eaec, bi^t to accomplish: our subjuga^ 
tiom ^The' cdebrated denunciation* of *' dekndu 
est Cart hago,V made by the Romaas against their 
great coftiniercial irivd, is modernized by the art- 
ful Napoleon^i and- difectcd :against thisi.country 
with as itiuch popularity as currency on the whx>U 
Europeab contineat^ and other parts of the world 
'trhere his influence can reach. These are avvfui 
tiuths^aud metencholy prospects. . : 

It is, in fact, no longer a war of mere eraula- 
tion between t\v^o powerful and independent joa- 
tions,, mutually calling forth their resources and 
energies, to acquire reciprocally an honourable and 
solid peace, or those advantages from one side^ 
which would be highly gratifying to an ambitious 
enemy on the other. No: it is the mighty and uu- 
intermitting effort of a colossal p©\\^ri, boundless in 
desire of aggrandizen>ent^ and steadily aiming at 
the exhaustion, or rather destruction, of the only 
remaining independent ^/^3rf€^ which bars its way 
to the attainment jof univeisai dominioiv 

I again repeiat that our intercourse with the 
European, icontinent, iu afree.' and -unrestricted 
manner, mayi now.be considered as very . preca- 
rious, if not totally lost to us, notwithstanding 
tlv^se apparent r^Mxations^^in the commercial code, 
which th^^pemyia H^ wily webr of policy has re*- 
cently thought propel to announce. > Our govern* 
mcnt, uodQubt,\|^ill. grant such circumspectfacili- 
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ii^ towards i^ncoura^ng and promoting a commerr. 
cial eouHiiUilicatioa' wilhtiie continent as ape:<beak> 
adapted to ^€:i;^isting <:if eomstafices, andcalculated- 
to frustrate the niew views and policy of tho; ^ 
enemy. • • \ j 

Excepting, tbe means afforded by the Mediter-: 
ranean, we shfiU \>t excluded from all intercourse; 
with the south of Europe ; but through this im*f 
portapt inlet between Europe and Africa we 
may, with care rand address, piajke it capable qC 
yielding as great- ad vantages to national . benefit; 
.and.commcrcja^ enterprize as are to be derive.dc 
from any. quarter of the globe, ■ ., 

By this .key, it appears quite practicably 
to establish that ifpmmerce, by, the Levant, with 
Persia,, whiiqh has hithertq passed through Russia, 
)vhere it is loaded* with heavy imposts and char- 
ges. Yet thellusso-Persian trade of this country has 
exceeded upwards of half a million sterling an- 
nually, potwith^tai^ding all thejse disadvantages. 
With the Greek Islands ai\d ,the circumjacent 
coast, with Turkey, the south of Germany, and 
the Barbary powers, (even to. the interior of 
Africa,^) our commerce through theStreightsmigJijt 
be considerably augmented. Its former jchannels^ 
by means of Venice, Leghorn, Genoa; and Mar^ 
seilles, and alpng the European shores of the Me- 
diterranean, and the northern coast of Africa, * 
might equally well, and with greater security, 
jpentre in the islands of Malta and Sicily. SuV* 



8 POLITICAL, COHMKftOYAX, AND 

sequent policy will probably biduce the necessity 
of coalescing the latter island with ibe British f^a^ 
sessions. It can only in itt pre^nt state of ocotl* 

pancy be a mere useless appendage to the parade 
of royalty. The imputation of perfidious sei- 
sure on our side would be best rebutted by the 
i^emative of French mas tershf]>, and the cobu- 
detation of that rmprddent- expense, so ueeleststy 
bestowed by us hereitofoFe in maiotaming it witii^ 
out the intended efiect. Those islands would be 
Mcure depdts, or entrepAts, for British prodtice 
and manufactures ; as they weuM indeed becotvie 
the general mart of Europe, Asia, and . Africa, 
under the protection of our navy on^. 

In a sketch of this description, ^ com^tc 
analysis and accurate calculation of the past and 
present returns made through the Mediterranean 
trade cannot be expected ; neither would it be 
fair to look for a minute detailed account of what 
it may become hereafter; but that it ha$ been 
greatly neglected is true, and that it might be 
considerably augmented is most certain. 

The amount of the whole trade to and from 
Oreat Britain to all plades within the Steights of 
Gibraltar was, u the year laofi, upwards of 
4,000,000/. sterlhig in exports, and l,800,ODd/; 
sterling iti imports. But such was its neglected 

• - 

«tate, in the year 1606, that our tTports were eH9f^ 
l,065,000if. whilst our imports continued nearly 
4he same as in 1803. In the last-named year,* 9^2 



fivitiih and 819 fweigti ships CBteteA invalids ami* 
deimd i oiit wards in. firitain t wtiiltf ! tp tlie yeair. 
IBOiSytbdreiitrances asaddearaQces iiirere, ttf British 
voseb^ liSi paiy, but bSfoteljgn 5BS ! 
> Without pretending to .estimate the jextenlrof 
ttmirade^ sapable, b^ tneaqs t of the Mediterraseatiy 
of bemg tcultiya^, it is iifipossible here t6 enter 
into* tninotl^. I believe however that from 7^ to 
e^ilOOjOOQL sterHag, per atnoum^ in t^e ttportation 
fnmi Or^atfiritain) would mot be «pT^)bable excess, 
particularly if we compare our former trade witJi 
those patts^' and also cona^der that the share 
wht<h Spain, Fratice> Italy, Persia, Asiatic-Turkey, 
and A^oa, had, would be subject to oiir edtire en* 
gttiMnent V taking also into acboitivt the popuki* 
tioti o£ those countrifes^ to ^hich British ; pixiducd 
and manufactures would of necessity find access. 

But thtfre is a greater political object ib ht at^ 
mined; at a comparatively triflmg' exj^etx^, for the' 
interests of Oreat'Britain ifa thai quarter, when* 
ever the Cabinet, in the Foreign Diepalrtment of 
Downing-street, shall have leisure to difect its 
aftteltton to so ImjD^Ki^fsf a-subject. 

It may be said of Commerce, " ikat^ as imt dost 
is shut another wilt open J* ' though wie are lik6ty 
to be e^icloded openly frbm the markets of conti^ 
nental Europe, yet we shiall fiiid the M^hol* 
immense Amerlcafn Continent, in its- wide extent 
and vast population, amply to cortjrtfiisate in thfc 
(ibnsiitrtptidn *of our prodiicfe and matinfeotttits. 
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The colonies of Spain and Portugal, severed froBfr*. 
the subjugated, mother-countries, will become, 
independent States, ^ xiestitute : of maim&citories^ 
and resources, and of pbKtical ties in the first' 
instance. What alliances can they :fbrtn^'^'.t>r 
where : can they look up to for a,id^ or proteetkm[: 
but to GreatBritain P Shecan best gimrd tiieele^.^ 
inentaryi approaches to their freedom, .and, from* 
her own interested vicinage in the New Worlds ^ 
^ill most zealously court and improve the new^i 
torn connection. 

. iThe commerce of Great Britain with Portugal, 
previous tp the emigration of its Court, was per- 
manently ^about. 1,170,000/, in her exports, and: 
her imports jfrom. thence averaged about .920,000/. 
sterling, i per ^ntvtim. Our intercourse with Spaiik' 
has been subject to freiquent vicissitudes since the, 
French Bevolution. The imports from . thence to 
this couptry }pave.heen generaily about 7W),000/, ; 
and, in times of friendly intercourse, previous to 
the present alliance, our exportation' tbither has 
annually amounted to -i from 1^000,000/, to 
1 jSOOjOOO/. sterling. The mdircct commerdT of 
British adventurers to Sp^pish America, during the 
same, period, was, in the amount of, the exporta- 
tion, nearly 300,p00/. and our imports in goods 
about 20Q,p0p/. sterling, per annum, whilst the^ 
specii^.wept to other quarters, for tl>e purchase of 
pro4uce,t9 some advantageous market in Europe. 
^ But wh^t is worthy of observation is, t^at, i<i 
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the year 1807, the year previous to die American 
Non^Intercourse Act, the exportation from. the 
United States of America to the Spanish colonies in 
that quarter (although an illicit trade) was chiefly 
inBritiih product and maniifactures J and amounted 
to the sum of 2)S<X),000/. sterling; whilst the vdue 
of their own produce exported to the same qoar*- 
ter was only 558,OCX)/. sterling ; which is an 
evident and convinciiig proof of the great predi^ 
}ecti[on in fevotir of British articles. . / ^ > 
/ There cannot be a more ^striking illustration of 
this : posi^on than what is: exhibited in a States- 
ment of the Commerce of the United Stateis of 
America^ in the year previous to their Non-Inter- 
course Act, or Embargo, in which year she 
exported to the various Europei^n markets at 
rivalry wfth us, of colonial produce, to theamourit 
of /8,9fi4,400/. and of her own to the aniount of 
only ,7,138^800/, sterling. Since tlie Non-Inter- 
course Act of the Americans, there has been no 
competition against us in the European markets ; 
and this fact alone, with the forejgoing statement, 
and jthe: operaticm of 'our licencies in facilitating 
the superfluous' produce of the enemy being 
brought to . this country, (taking /specie in 
return for payment, instead of the pi'opottionate 
quantity Qf merchandiK,) ill kccounts at once 
for the great excess of mvenUe in our national 
treasury ^ for the last half-yean But, though > the 
public revejiuemay havei I been benefited, it i& 
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probably at the expCDse of the metallic circolatiiiff 
mediam, whicii of kte has disappeared. WfaaC 
has considerably contribated thereto^ has arisen^ 
in some measure, from the effect of. the orders in 
ctouncil, which has prodaced a ruinous exchange! 
on the continent against ns, and from our having^ 
fOceMred all the superabundant produce of the 
nemy in foreign vesselsi th^ amount of the 
fitight has been taken back in specie to an im- 
mense extent. . The firetght» for instance, paid 
fcpm the Baltic in British vessels, after the Frencli 
ReTolution, was 3^#. per ton, wbiUt we have paid, 
in specie, last year to foreign ressek, at from 2§/, 
to 33/. per ton, for die very article of hemp 
which we coqld raise at home. 

; Great Britain, no doubt, for her colonial pro^ 
dnce, has not only es^perienced an unexpectect 
demimd in the European markets, entirely thirougli 
the policy of the United States of Ameriq;^, but 
from others in different parts of the :world, to 
which by her neutrality America had (iccessj 
including the British possessions, the Spanish^ 
the Frenph, the East and West .Indies, and even 
^ina ; — to all which quarters America, in die 
year before-mentioned, exported of her own pro^ 
duce 3,840,000^!. and of foreign produce and 
manufactures entirely Europ^aui and a greatsharQ 
British, 4,275,Q00|. sterling. 

By the Non-!(nt?rcQurse Act, as it is termed, the 
Americans have shut ^he^ns^lyes o\it firoQi partici-; 
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pftting in the general commerce of the woiiclf 
thrown so much directly into the lap of Greirt* 
3ritaiD^ and directly and indirectly to our eoloniet< 
and pbs9e«jiionfl. Our American colonies in patti^ 
cular have been benefited by the employment of 
from 50 to an increase of upwards 6f 500 sail of 
shipping the latt yeikr, occasioned by the £^mbamf 
^^ Act of the United States, ' d 

; It is ni>t only the advantage in articles of traffia r 
Great firitamlias derived'by thepolicyiof America,'^ 
but the Britssb ship^oiffiershi^^ profited in irit> 
e^trfkocdinary dfc^ee by^ the measure: ifTbe ag* 
gregaAe^iflantityof shipping of the United States , 
was Xi,ai97^iii65^ tons, ^ in I8O7, and in the same 
year the quantity of tonnage of England 'Waioiilyri 
}^797,182 tons, but that of the aggregate of the 
IJmted Kingdom, and its pJantations, d,S81,6kl 
tons* So i^rge a proportion of American ship^ng 
pcdnded'from geiieral intercourse is not only 
higiy^ favoonible to the British shipping-intereita,' 
but likewise to the trifling quantity of othe? 
European shippings' rendered neutral by Britisli 
licence omd protection, .♦ 

The aggregate exportation c^ America, '' in the 
year 1807, was equal to 24,977,400// sterling,' 
^veariy one^half of which irs^s in her own produce,' 
Q.pd the rest the produce and nfianiofactureis i$if 

]pnrope,. Ai^erica has titerefere • by h#r policy 
jfifreed^th^t quantity of trade upon its, which #e 

ulimildtiot QtlMrwise h»veli:a^d» a»d whiekaccoonti^ 
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for our apparent increased prosperity, undef all thi^ 
external difficulties with which our commerce h^ 
laboured. 

It is not only our revenue which has been bene^ 
fitcd by American policy, but our manufactures 
and produce have found new channels to those 
markets, whither they were formerly conducted 
by the Americans themselves, on account of their 
neutrality. And our own islands in the West-In-p 
4ies, as well as our colonies on the American 
Gentinent, derived considerable advantages from 
thisinterdictof intercourse, through necessity occa- 
sioning the production of their natural r^ources, 
which will of course now continue beyond the 
period the United States shall keep aloof from 
friendly and commercial relations. 
: From America, we will again turn our eyes to- 
wai^s Asia. Should the legislature, in its wisdom » 
so model a perfectly new system of government 
and policy for our Indian possessions as^shall 
he calculated to increase the general advantages 
of the country at home, and strengthen our power 
«nd increase our influence abroad, by making a 
free and opien trade with Great Britain, then there 
will be aeated a greater demand, by individual 
enterprise and activity, for our domestic produce 
aod manufacture. By such a procedure we shall 
derive inqreased commercial benefit within our- 
selves, at the same time that we shall acquire 
greater political 4a4 comiaercial influence! wick 
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Other powers, by putting these possessions on a 
colonial instead of a monopolizing system. Thd 
present mode of ruling India is not only syste^-i 
matically impolitic, but ruinous to the direct in-^ 
terest of the country* i 

Haying the command, as the British India-Corn^ 
pany have hitherto had, of such an immense em-' 
pire, with a population of nearly sixty millions of 
souls, there appears something unaccountable^ 
that the exports of our prodiK;e and manufactures 
to India should amount only, in official value, to 
about two millions sterling per annum. If the 
field were Jeft unconfined by the walls of ex- 
clusion at present drawn around it, and opened 
to the daring spirit of British genius, national 
benefit in a considerable degree would be the im« 
mediate consequence of this national disenthral** 
ment. In the British exports to the East Indies, 
I 'have not taken into accoiint the great quantity 
of bullion and specie, annually sent out of this 
country, to the amount of from 6 to 800,000/. ster^ 
Ung, which, together with the heavy bills drawn 
on the company from Chiha and India, in lieu of 
payment in British produce, and manufactures and 
other causes not to be detailed here, has contri- 
buted to the scarcity of the circulating ilietallic me- 
dium at this time at home. The importation of the 
£ast-India Company/ till within the last few years, 
was, upon the average, about six millions sterlingper 
anaam in official value, but it fell suddenly to som^^ 
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thing more than half that amount. Two causes m 
have contributed to produce this great alteration i 
fiir^t, the rapid increase in magnitude tod ^mpuat 
of the cotton-* manufactures in this country^ red^M-* 
ing not only our domestic consumption of pieoe^ 
goods, but the foreign exportation too» supplied by 
the cotton-twisty which but ten years bgo Was aa 
entire new article of export, but which has becpmii 
one now of great amount, and is permittdd to inv 
portation by the enemy* 

The next and most important cause originated 
in the advantages enjoyed by the United States 
of America of trading tOf Iiidiai in which corn** 
merce she entirely supplanted^ without com*- 
pariMn, the British India- Company in all the 
European markets by the neutrality of her flag^ 
consequently lower freights, insut^mce, and wag^a^ 
and chiefly upon Btritish: capital and credit* 
The Americans, by the European manufactures 
and their own produce^ as I have already stated, 
ran directly to the Spanish main, where they i?c- 
ceived hard dollars in payment^, at about Se. lOd^ 
per pi^ce, with which they> made immediately for 
China and India; and, as. ready- money purcha** 
sers^: had no competitors in the q^iality of tlie 
afticte: best? suited for th^ European as well a4 
American markets. The British India-Company^ 
loaded with the expense jatid j»upport of their go* 
vernment, sending out dollars purchased in the 
Iwoodon market at 4^, ^4. • and 4i. 9d* pet d^U^ 
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such an immense difference, with'the^greatdisadvaii^ 
tage of exchange to the Company in the drawing 
of bills from Chhia and India, for what was dcfi- 
eieat in tlie amount of the export of British pro- 
duce, manufactures, and bullion, — higher freights 
and charges paid by the Company and higher cost ' 
of specie sent out than paid by the Americans — arc 
all incontrovertible evidences and causes of the de- 
clining com merce of theCompany. To this even Bri- 
tish capital has most essentially contributed by the 
American flag, under which the London, the New 
York, the Paris, the Amsterdam, or other capita- 
lists, had equal advantages. This is allowing to the 
monopolizing charter of the Company, which grants 
to foreigners and/oreignjlags those advantages rfe- 
nied openly to British subjects and British capital. 
The Americans had, previously to the Non-Inter- 
eourse Act, nearly an equal quantity of shipping 
per annum, from India and China to America and 
Europe, with the British Company, 

Singular as the opinion may appear, the .Inde- 
pendence of South America will, in defect even of 
an earher cause, most materially affect the exist- 
ence, if not bring about the dissolution of our 
£ast-India*Company. But, as the compact with 
government stipulates for three years notice, 
from the 11th March, 1811, the subject will in 
due tipie become a matter of general consideration 
to the political, commercial, and manufacturing, 
jn^^refts pf l^his kingdom ; and will open an ave^ 
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nue pf the first importance to the. ^^nterprUing 
npirit pf our manufacturers, merch^ata, and ship-! 
owners. 

. It is not intended here, because it is not:p05- 
aible, in a narrowed tract like this, to enter into 
ininute details on subjects of such a general and 
pooiplicated tiature as those which I have thus 
briefly noticed. They are merely brought fortl^ 
W suggestions submitted to the serjous consider-* 
ation qf the legislature, and so far necessary, 
^ tbey will tepd to shew to the country, tiiat there 
are iustpre vaat openings aad new. marketsfwour 
in^uf^ctures and produce. To promote and fosn 
tar thei» by every potssihle pncourageipent is olwrir. 
oixsly necesaary, when they become the great 
staple of ^ our hither to. doxiiiant and unexpiore4 
resources. If we tdke an unbiassed view of our 
present political situation with tlie various powers 
on the CoDtinent, or rather when we contem-? 
plate that there is hut ojie power on the European 
coptinenit If we.view the United States of Ame- 
lica, the Brazils, and Spanish America, and 
lastly the i£a.st Indies: our prospects are of a 
perfectly xiewai)d partly an obscure nature, but 
wiliciently obvious, however, t;o make us look 
parefully to those mieans and to use those exertions 
V'hichcan best secure our independence, main? 
tain Qur power, and promote our prosperity. 

To secure these important objects, let us scrupu- 
lously attend to our domesitic resources^ the firt^ 
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itid greatest of \thich is sustenance. Althougll 
nluch has been done in agriculture, since the 
board for its encouragement has been established, 
we have yet in Englatnd upwatds of twenty mil- 
lion acres of land', * which no plough has ever 
touched, besides matjjr millions of ^'cres suscep- 
tibFe of a \iioi*e perfect cultivation ; all of which, 
by our energies and industry, tnay be made to 
furiiish the kingdom with immense wealth, arid 
render us independent of all other nations for 
the heCessarieiJ bf life, as well as afford the nia- 
tierials requisite for our naval, military, manu* 
facturing, and commercial, purposes. The eu- 
i*oufagentetit to agriculture in this kingdom is 
gteat, Wheii the average price at Which foreigti 
gkiiti can bb imported for cdmSUmption is fixed 
St) high, (wbethet- prospectively political or not, 
is not here the qtiestion,) but it furnishes present 
encourageitient td the object now recommended. 
In a nitibnal point of view, it is however of the 
very first iritpor tance, as the means of acquiring 
sust^nancfe must always regulate the population, 
the wealth, dr\d the power, of a state. Agricul- 
ture and manufactures will then go hand-in-hand, 
and will bear the same auxiliary relations one to 

^ A^ the great Adam Smith has observed, the cultivation of 
land i^ creative of a two-fold revenue, namely, of remuneration 
and provision.' Of what importance is it not thtn to bring thi^ 
s4£ircaof national aggrandizement into action? 



so POLITICAL^ COHMERCIAL, ANP 

the other as the navy to our commercial fieeU^ 
and vice versa. It must be owned, however^ 
that our manufactures have been the great cause 
of our rapid wealth and power, therefore ' the 
greatest encouragement and care should be give» 
to foster and promote them; one half of the 
amount of the manufactures which we now ex- 
port may be said to be new to us, insomuch as 
they are articles which were unknown to com- 
merce a century and a half ago. 

At the close of the American war, the amount 
of the exportation of our domestic produce and 
manufactures was only about nine millions ster- 
ling; but, at the commencement of the French 
Revolution, the exportation had already uicreased 
to fifteen millions sterlings — Since that period^ 
our manufactures have proceeded cequis pasaibus 
with our wealth and power, or rather the latter 
have been created by the former; and> notwith- 
standing all the obstacles and prohibitions on the 
European continent, the amount of British pro- 
duce and manufactures exported, on the average 
of the three last years, has been twenty-six mil- 
lions in official, or about forty-two millions in 
actual, value. 

At a period when American . intercourse is 

deemed, lA fact, more necessary to the parent 

than to the child, it may not be supererogatory to 

establish by proof the contrary position. 

The Americans have been enabled, entirely by 
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the mean^ of British manufactures obtained on 
long credits (forming a false capital on their side,) 
to extend their commiercial operations. Notwith- 
standing the population of the United States, and 
the supposed consumption therein of British ma- 
nufactures, the quantity is less in reality thau 
has been estimated* The amount of British 
produce and manufactures exported to the United 
States of America was, in the following years, 
ending 10th October, 

From Great Britain From IrelaiKi 

1806 .£7,830,064 -f 188,727 

1807 7,264,212 ^ 126,520 

1808 3,798,337 9,440 

. From these facts^ some estimate may be formed 
of the amount the United States have re-exported 
in their trade to these qus^ers, which I havd 
before mentioned. Thus it is evident that Ame- 
rica ^as no great capital, independent of her 
reliance on the mother-country. 

As to the importation into Great Britain of 
produce from the United States, we could be 
wholly supplied from our own plantations in 
North America with the very same articles. 
Cotton-wool is the only exception; for this article 
we have paid the United States upwards of two 
millions sterling, per annum, for the last three 
years. We can have it in sufficient quantities, 
however, from our own colonies in the East and 
West Indies, and other quarters. For grain and 



a t6trrtCAL, COMMERtfALi AITE^' 

tbnt we hav^e pdid annually to the United Stat«f 
cionsideraWe suiWsi; ami in 1807 our payments in 
tins way were upwards of 90O,O(KW. sterling, frottr 
our own folly in neglecting our domestic agricul- 
ture. Upon the whole, in the exportation of 
British produce arid manofactures to the United 
States, however specious the appearance may be, 
df a greater balance left in dur favour thaii the* 
jimoDkt we take in produce, or articles of traffic, 
in return; in this instance, the causeS already stated 
enable us not to reckon upon the nurnerical dif- 
ference in amount, but the indirect results as more 
favourable to the United States than to Britain. 

Should the federal system of that country hold 
out, itwill become a; considerable power, and no 
doubt realize the hop6s it has long entertained, 
of possessing all the British and other West-India 
islktids. On this account I have always held in 
vtt^' the abolition of the slave-trade as a measure 
of the soundest policy, exclusive of humanity. 
It should be a warning aUo to the British capi- 
talists to withdraw their property in due time, as 
it will be employed niudi more advantageously in 
India, where the same articles can be raised at a 
third of the price tlyat they now' cost the pro- 
ducer in the West-India islands.* Upon this 

• In the instance of sngar, the finer and infbri^r sorts, upoff 
tbe average first cost^ can b«' rai^din India^ at fh>m« about 8s. to 
10'. per cwt. 
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principle showld tlie United State* ever o<:cupy 
ithese i^jian^s wb.. shall be enabled to cpake th$ 
conquest of little worth, b^ ,under-^|liqg them 
ju every qua,rter of the glohip. ., 

Spite of tlie darkened plpud whicji hovers ov^ 
pi^r horizop', let u$ p4U fprjtjti the immense natural 
and artificial resources we possess, to ^trength^ 
i>ur political consequence, and give weight to our 
icommiercial importance. Let us only consider th^ 
w.paltb th^t may be derived from pur soil, by t\w 
raiding of gcs^in fior cop^un^ption, the growing pf 
hemp /fiMr.itayal purposes, and the rearjog of flim 
for the linen manufactocies, besides tim.^e^ fof 
all lequisite purposes. Xhe mineri^l and ^iibt^^i:^ 
raneous t^g^sures Qfow island, asi ifpn-^tonct 
poals, §^q.&(f, ^re a}.40 sp^rces pf grest^ational 
enrichmefitr In ]\ikP manner are the streamy 
yiverj5, mlandrmvig^UonSj ^tjd the several ^slie- 
yies on its coast, all .w.hicli, with proper ma?iag?;r 
ment and industry, can be inade,.c9nt;ril?utary Jo 
our opulence and prosperity^ 

To illustrate tiiese resources, in a more striking 
point of view, it m;giy be.ahs^rved th^t a piece of 
iroa-stone, taiten outpf the^^rtji, and notof oni? 
penny Maine?, oaaay^ . by sai;t and iipboux, be manu? 
factured, sp as to produce eight hundred pence. 
When a flwoe of wqpV which ? sh^l ^:xpt cost tqii 
shillings, shall produce cloth to,,selJ for tea 
pounds ; And when ^ set, of the b?st Englisl* 
phina, whioh shjiW sell fgr two hui;4j;pd ppj^nds^ 
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is made, in Staffordshire, out of a foot of solid 
earth ; what resources may we not conclude from 
S4ich premises of fact, to exist in this country, if 
we would but bring them forth, aided by Indus* 
try, enterprize, and capital, with the judicious 
division of labour, and mechanical facilities daily 
discovered and exercised? 

Amongst the most valuable and important dis- 
coveries of the present day, is that valuable ana- 
lysis of coal by a chemical process, yielding an 
inflammable gas^ with which we can light our 
houses, streets, and manufa.ctoiries, instead of 
using tallow or oil, of the former of which there 
has been annually imported to this country, from 
Russia, to the amount of upwards of two mil- 
lions sterling. The oil, which is the produce of 
our fisheries, we might export abroad to t\\t 
amount of upwards of four hundred thousand 
pounds each year; whilst the gas^ as above ob* 
tained, would afford us a light and a degree of 
brilliancy much superior to either oil or tallow, 
and ^t a very trifling expense. The coke, which 
is the produce of the coal, is applicable to all the 
purposes of the latter, in a more useful and con* 
venient state. There is besides obtained, from 
the combustion of this simple mineral, a supply 
of pitch and tar, both infinitely superior to what 
we import, and its produce exceeding in quan* 
tity. The next practical resolution is into am? 
moniacal liquor, an article highly esteemed by 



iOCAt^ INt£k£STS bi BRITAIN. 25 

dur dyers) besides several other products almost 
beyond the belief of one who has not heard or 
read the evidence exhibited before a committee of 
the House of Commons^— documents which must 
do away that prejudice so unjustly entertained 
against this most valuable discovery, which is cer- 
tainly qne of the first in point of national importance. 
In fact, ih merits and the items of apparatus and 
operation require only to be known and under- 
stood, in order to be appreciated. Prejudice will 
vanish before comprehension, and its principles 
of general application and utility will be univer- 
sally admitted and adopted^ 

Susceptible of high cultivation as the soil of 
England is, and abounding in different parts 
with various, materials requisite for our ma- 
nufactures and commerce, of what avail would 
these be comparatively, were it not for the ex- 
pediting advantages of canal navigation, by 
which internal traffic can be carried on^ and in- 
tercourse with the most embosomed districts 
maintained, at the cheapest possible rate. By this 
mediumall the ports may be connected through 
the interior; the raw material can be brought cheap 
from a distant quarter to the place where there^^ 
are local advantages for manufacturing; and we 
may convey the manufactured article from thence^ 
to the maritime towns for exportation. By the 
formation of canals, intersecting the kingdom at 
different points, and the uwon of navigable rivers, 

£ 
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the greatest indudement is held out tb agficul* 
ture and manufactures^ as the products of broth 
meet with a more reasonable and fkcilrtated con- 
veyance than by land-carriage, whibh, frotti ibi- 
i*5ctraordinary expenses, saddles our cointoodttital* 
ti^ith burthens retarding the progress of sale at tSKt 

foreign markets. 

At a period when the rise npon every artrcte^ 
either rude or manufactured, necessarily from 
the involvements of war, outgoes its progressioti 
with improvement, it may not be amiss to take 
advantage of the general doctrine experimentally 
conceded ; namely, that the real price of the ar- 
ticle is diminished proportionality to its improve- 
ment If thtnthis scheme of dffusivi ameHota- 
tion be riisorted to, is it not logic and common 
sense to infer that a difitisive depreciation of com- 
modities musteiisue? 

These are public cbrtsidWations, ffl which every 
individual of the nation becomes mtere^ted. In 
the projection and execution of inland iiavtgatiofi 
the French at this moment are particulariy em- 
ployed ; they consider it as one of the most in^ 
portant objects to the country, and tliey devote 
the most incessant application to its ftirtherance. 
Th6 measure however, in Framce, is different, as 
t5 necessity and urgency, from what it is here r 
in the former, it is only a preparation for an ea:*- 
peeted gueet, but, in this eoontry, it should be 
considered as the indi^ensible accommodation 




pf a long-reMtdent inmate; ; I n«ed ntts^y that I 
allude to comnierce. To Great Britaio, the oar 
tlo^al prosperity likely to be promobsd thereby 
will be more amply detailed i» the follQwiog sec* 
tioQ, tQ wbiiph I impressively solicit the reader's at* 
teutioQ^ and that of the legislature ia particular, at 
this tiuly momentous crisis. 

The wisdom of caUiog forth all our domestic 
resources, susceptible q{ exteusive public aud 
private beiiefit, must be universally f^lt and ac- 
knowiedgecK It is on these principles, therefore, 
that I claim attention to the project, which I 
shall presently have the honor tP detail It is one 
not of a local advantage, but of general public 
interest, repletp, from its natural adaptations, witli 
the greatest national benefits. I mean, the 

IVVBITDEP StAIIPORP JyNCT>OK NaVIGATIOIT, 

which is to connect jujb Poets of BosTQir, 

WisiEAcot and Lrftf N, and the Eastern with 

the MjiDXiAiKip fu^d Western QQUiKfTiis of the 
Kf^aBOif. 

It is universally allowed that to our navy alone 
we are to look up for pur political importance,. our 
safety at home, and the preservation of our wide- 
extended and separated limbs of empire. Upon 
this bulwark depends (and may it ever remain) 
the commerce and prosperity pf Britain. 

Amongst the more than ordinary advantages 
which will be derived from the execution of these 
projected canals, will be the connection of tbriee of 
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our most highly cultivate counties in the easteta 
part of the kingdom with the interior and manim* 
facturing district. This projected line of navigatioa 
will pass through that part of the country which, 
from its nature and locality, is best adapted to the 
culture of hemp and flax, already produced there 
in a more considerable quantity than the rest of 
the kingdom taken together. In addition to this, 
by proper attention and encouragement, the 
above-mentioned district may be made capable qf 
furnishing a sufficiency of requisites both for our 
naval -upholdment and commercial purposes, 
without at all diminishing the production of grain. 
In this manner we may in fact become altogether 
independent of foreign supplies in these two es- 
sential articles, raised within our own island, with 
the contributory assistance of the sister^^kingdom^ 
and our own plantations. 

The policy of encouraging inland navigatirn iri 
England generally^ and the great public and 
private advantages to be derived from the present 

* An Act of Parliament was passed last Sessions for reclaiming 
die bogs in Ireland, and bringing into cultivation vast tracts of 
land, for the purpose of raising hemp, flax, and com, and (or 
planting the wastes not otherwise soscpptible of cu|tur^ Abqut 
Dne million and a half acres, it \s supposed, will b^ rendered 
fseful, and improved by canals to be formed at the same time^ 
f)r the purposes just mentioned. These bogs are at present of 
by pp means i^ pomjparative value y(\\h the attainment of sucl^ 
desirable ends. ^ 
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projected one in particular, will be more fully 
shewn in the subsequent sheets. It may noti 
however, be irrelevant here to observe, from what 
has been already said, that should such a combi- 
nation of circumstances and events take place, as 
are not improbable in this Wonderful era, whereby 
the free and open trade with the western hemi- 
spere should be restricted in its exits and its en- 
trances to the western side of this island, — in ac- 
cession to the commodious and improved ports of 
Bristol, Liverpool, and others looking forward to 
similar advantages, will it not be the soundest 
policy to make the most easy navigable commu- 
nications from the western to the eastern coast, by 
intersecting the interior, and thus connecting one 
port and district with another generally ? Tlies© 
will be the best means of facilitating commercial, 
cnterprize, and conveying, at the cheapest rate; 
our own produce and manufactures from otic 
quarter and port to another, either in the way of 
import or export. 

To sum up the whole, exclusive of the al^ 
most incalculable advantages, public and pri*» 
vate, to be derived by the facilities of inland 
navigation, in bringing of waste lands into a state 
of culture, the raising of grain, hemp, flax, and 
timber, in requisite quantities, respectively, the 
working of our mines of iron and coal, the pro- 
duce of our CQasfs, in fish, oil, &c. the introduc- 
tion of articles upon which the poor can exercise 
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thek industry, and the consequent reduction of 
that national evil, the Poor-'Rates ; together with 
the manufactures which can with ease and cer<» 
tainty be introduced, — will altogether give to th« 
nation little less than the enormous sum of twenty* 
seven millions annually.* 

Again I repeat the declaration of our vast and 
untold resources. Let measures of a salutary po« 
licy be put in practice, and, like the inoral of tbf 
oriental merchant, it will appear that riches are 
only evanescent when mismanaged, or confidence 
misplaced. But we must have recourse to j^eat 
and new expedients, commensurate with the pre^' 
sent unparalelled and extraordinary state of things 
or the odds ere long will be fearfully against us^ 

Yet, if many evils are corrected ; a temperate and 
constitutional reform in our parliamentary represeor 
tation be speedily effected ;— If injured and oppress- 
ed Ireland be ameliorated in its condition, and ita 
population be allowed to participate in those rights, 
to which it is entitled as an integral part of the 
united kingdom^ from policy, as well as from jus- 
tice : If a more perfect and faithful system for the 
jspeedier administration of justice in Scotland be 
established, the want of which has been the cause 
of the backwardness of foreign as well as domes* 
tic trade in that kingdom^ and a disgrace to the 

* See the statement specifically made^ under the respeetitv 
itemt m a for&Eier work upon Eursptan CoiBoierce.<«-»Pa||a 6lfk 
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present civilized era : If we be truly congruous and 
united: If our navy be carefiiUy kept up, and 
continue to execute by its valour those ob- 
jects to which it shall be directed by wis- 
dom, justice^* and policy :-^If we husband and 

* By the itgency of oar navy 1 would be understood to imply 
its Mr and opem competition with the ri?al fowett ^t the con- 
tinent, matt apewtOp — not the impolitic and unjust inveiglemeiiti, 
with which our administrators have adopted the unfair precept, 
" Doltis an virtus quis in hostt requirat!' 

The confiding and deluded Dutch have signally experienced 
£h1s warfare of broken faith and subversion of maritime right. 
On two occasions, previous to the declaration of the late and pre* 
tent war, this <mtoilment of their sbippiiig axid merchandize, under 
the claim of crown droits, amounted to the sum of two mHlioni 
sterling. The importance of this, subject merits separate con- 
sideration, which in some future sheets shall be devoted to it. ' 

I could here introduce the subject of unjust capture again, 
in the case of the Spanish frigates, to the amount of more than 
two millions two hundred thousand pounds. Under every circum- 
stance, however, this was not so strong an infringement a& tlui 
former. The Danish confiscations, under similar pretences, are 
trumpeting instances of maritime tyranny : the amount of proper- 
ty disposed of in tlieir case is not perfectly ascertained, but 
with the rest it shall be an object of future embracement. The 
aggregate, however, of the Dutch, Spanish, and Danish, cannot 
form less than the immense sum of betwixt six and seven milli- 
ons sterling, under the title of '* droits claimed by his Majesty, 
either in right of his croWn or in right of his office of Lord High 
Admiral,'* for property detained in our ports and brought in from 
sea, PREVIOUS to any declaration of hostilities ! ! ! How are 
these sums appropriated, beyond the million taken by Mr. Pitt 
in \7ij6.} 
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improve the management of our neglected finances^ 
and bring forth our internal means, taking care ta 
improve those opportunities which present them- 
selves, — we may without panic weather out the 
lowering sky and gatheritig storm. Nothing, 
however, should be left to the fortuitous direction 
of chance» We should instantly prepare for the 
encounter of the worst evils which can possibly 
befalus; and having ballasted with -caution, we 
may expect to sail secure and triumpliant in the 
favouring gale. 

tinder the impression of such facts, such per- 
plexities, and such possible retrievements^ these 
humble suggestions are confidently obtruded upon 
the world. 



6W THE 



NATIONAL ADVANTAGES 



OF 



INLAND-NAVIGATION, 



TO 



AGRICULTURE, CbMMERCE, S^c. S^c 



THE history of the earliest period to the pre- 
sent day^ authentically confirms the resultive fact 
of national felicity keeping pace with national im- 
provement; in no instance is this effect more 
strikingly pourtrayed than in that of Inland- 
Navigation. 

Though unacquainted with the mechanical im- 
provement of passing vessels^ to and from one 
level to another, yet the early Egyptians, by 
means of the general plan, contrived to secure its 
general benefits. It may here indeed be observed, 
that the relative situation of countries, with res- 
pect to their domestic commerce at such a period, 

F 
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required not the practice or the use of such im-- 
proved mechanism. 

But without farther trespassrag on the chroni- 
cled efforts of this people, together with the Greeks 
and Romans, we shall advert to the ingenious la-' 
Lours of the Chinese, a nation which appears, from 
its nascent to its present hour, to have assiduously 
courted the favours^ of its hiland-navigation. 
Tliis portion of its policy has, in fact, from pre- 
scriptive antiquity of culture and presumptive 
remuneration of effects, beien even held sacred^ 
The Chinese, unlike the other falsely refined na- 
tions of the earth, philosophically cultivate the 
worship of systems, tending to an increase rather 
than a consumption of true political resources. Nq 
country in the world is so widely intersected by, 
or has, such extensiv'e interior canal-communica- 
tions, and consequently more internal traffic than 
this.. No privlate property of any description^* 
including even the gardens/ pleasure-grounds, 
and plantations, of the emperoi* him3elf, is ex*- 
cepted fVom that rule of public accommodation^ 
When the line of any canal, interferes with, his 
Thost valued conveniences, th^ imperial patriot 
is the first to delve into the ground of his at- 
tachmenty while he delivers the following sen- 
timent, worthy the fotber of his country; ** This 
^ is to let those of inferior situations bntw^ that 
'* no jyinvate pleasure sluUl obstruct the public 
^ good:' 
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The very springs and rivulets which in any 
place, and in any manner, can conUibute to thebc-- 
netit of canals, are primarily devoted thereto. 
These are grand precepts for the imitation of the 
landed proprietary of these kingdoms, if not 
needful, to be adopted as a settled principle of 
the soundest policy by the legislature. But how 
often do the most laudable plan3 of public en-* 
terprize and benefit become regulated as to retard- 
ment or progress ia tfai« country, by the mis- 
chievous caprice of supposed damage to indivi- 
dual interests ? These are not, however, (thank 
heaven,) feudal times; the unit is absorbed in the 
million, and practised experience teaches that 
the benefit of the whole is always repercussory 
to that of ^he individual. Such an obstacle to 
general prosperity might be obviated in the diffi*- 
Gulties, delays, and expenses^ of obtaining a 
particular^ by one general legislative act. 

When commerce was driven from the shores of 
the Mediterranean, where it first flourished in 
£urope, and fled from Portugal to take up its 
abode in Flanders, the Spirit af forming canals 
and promoting internal navigatioii occasi0ned an 
increase both in its foreign commerce and do- 
mestk: manufactures. These acquirements gave 
k ^tinaulus to agyicalture ; and although, from po- 
litical causes, commerce was subsequently ex- 
pelled from Flanders^ yet the canals remain a 
grand and lasting m€mcnt& of its former splen- 
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dour and opulence, and now serve the beneficial 
purpose of facilitating the agriculture of that 
garden of Europe. * 

Let us carry our sight now to a. review of the 
European states in the present day, regarding 
their negligence of, or attention to this great 
system of aggrandizing policy. The sequel of 
the considerative tour will evince the effects 
of the different modes of action : those cbuntries 
which adopt the plan, acknowledging the powers 
of circulation from the members to the heart, 
while the noti-complying exhibit the mortifica- 
tion of torpidity, fatal to their importance and 
existence. 

Russia, scarcely emerged from barbarism, at the 
time of Peter the Great, under his auspices possess- 
ed a very extensive line of inland-navigation; and 
it will scarcely be credited,that this period was seven- 
ty years anterior to any idea of canal-navigation in 
this country. It is wonderful to the inquisitive 
mind to behold the connexion and communi- 
cation, by means of inland-navigation, in that 
great empire, from Archangel on the White Sea, 
from the frontiers of China, and even from th» 
Caspian and Black S^as, together with that of 

* This change in their application illustrates Hamlet^s moral oh« 
Gurvation.: — 

'' Imperial Caesar, dead and turned to clay^ 
f^ Might stpp 9 hole to ]£eep the winds a\yay.'- 
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A«opli jto Petersburgh direct, and to the Baltic, 
hy means of canals connecting the immense and 
jiumerous rivers. 

Sweden, as early as the fifteenth century, 
attempted many injand-navigations, and, long 
before any efforts of a similar kind in this 
country, completed several. However, the design 
of making the Gotha navigable into the Wener- 
lake, by means of the lock, or sluices, at the catar 
racts of Trollhata, cut out of a solid mountain 
pf stone, and aided by a canal for some distance, 
gunning through a solid rock, only completed a 
few years ago, is oije of the most magnificent 
apd stupendous works of the kind in Europe, or 
perhaps in the world. Astonishment will, however, 
increase, upon a comparison with the erroneous 
system adopted, and too generall}^ prevalent in 
JEngland, when it is stated, as a fact, that the ex- 
pense of its completion did not amount to more 
than one half of the estimate and sum subscnbed, 
although the efforts of centuries, with the ei^pense 
pf several hundred thousand pounds, could not 
previously .accomplish it! This new project, so 
creditably and honourably executed, was brought 
forward by my worthy friend Sir William Chal- 
, mers, a merchant at Gottenburgh, and governor 
pf the East-India- Company of Sweden. 

A plan had long been entertained, by Baron 
Von Platen, to avail of so great and unexpected 
ft facility, by making a great inland-nayig^itiQii 
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through the heart of Sweden, from the Lake 
Wener to the Wetter, and thence to the Boren 
and Roxen lakes into the Baltic Sea. Having 
published some tracts on the advantages of .such 
a commuiiication a few years before, I Ivad the 
honour to pass sonie lime with the Barob, at 
Stockholm, in the winter of 1808, whett I was 
informed that Mr Telford was fixed updil to make 
the survey : the latter gentleman is the same wbd 
is engineer for the i&tended Stamford Junction 
Navigation Company. Eveu the government of 
Denmark, thirty years ago, participated in the 
general spirit, in Ei^rope, for inland-navigation, 
wherever the natural facilities in her domtnions 
would admit of its introduction. 

The canal of Rendsbury, through Holstein and 
Sleswick, connects the Baltic with the German 
Ocean, and is one of the most important at present 
in Europe, for vessels navigating both those seas. 
Upwards of 4000 vessels of different descriptions 
-annually passed and repassed this canal, before 
the unjust and- impolitic attack of this country 
upon Copenhagen. 

Prussia likewise had her share in forming and 
executing very extensive plans in this way. A few 
have been projected and executed in the upper 
parts of Germany, and one or two in Anstrta, 
but of no extent or importance. The cause of so 
important a defect in the German empire origi- 
nates from the same narrow principle of prcven- 



LOCAX.1 INTEBKS7S OF BEITAIIT. S9. 

lion as has been systematized in this country* 
The different principalities imagined that their do- 
minions would be differently affected by such 
schemes; ami the territorial clash there re-^ 
sembled that of the petty landed interests here ; 
but most Ukely the present Emperor will obviate 
these feudal obstacles. 

The best modem practical illustration which 
can be given of the derivative benefits .accruing 
to every department of national policy, from tlio 
promotion of this circulatory'-blessing, will be 
found in the states of America. In that country^ 
inland navigation has been rapidly advancing for 
some, time, much beyond what is generally be- 
lieved in Great Britain. And have we not in- 
stances enough of the deplorable and decayed 
condition of those states which have paid no at* 
lention to this project of general improvement.^ 

After passing Turkey and the southern provin- 
ces of Germany, let us look to Portugal, where 
there are no canals, and where agriculture is ut- 
terly neglected. In this ill-destined part of the 
peninsula, there were, in the last century, four 
millions of inhabitants; the present population 
does not exceed two millions and a half. This de- 
crease is evidently caused by the dearth of im^ 
proving systems, beneficial laws, and greater be-^ 
nefits in their American settlements. Spain is 
little better : in a kingdom three times the extent 
of our wn;^ there are only |he canals of Arragoo; 
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Castile, and Murcia, with another projected ancJ 
begun, but not yet completed. They are only 
mentioned to point out the miserable defect, d» 
not one of them is worthy of notice. This' 
however is not their sole deficiency ; for there i» 
not, through the whole of that great peninsula^ 
a single road which can contribute to the inter-' 
course so necessary to the opulence of tiic deri- 
ving tenant and primitive landlord. Indeed, the 
best road system I am acquainted with, is that 
pursued by the Irish landholders, except in the 
case of Sweden, where this mode of internal con- 
veyance has arrived at absolute perfection. 

Can we then wonder at the decayed state of 
the commerce, manufactures, and agriculture, of 
the European peninsula. The Emperor of China's 
policy in ordering a gold-mine to be shut up ia 
one of his districts, when he found its agriculture 
neglected in consequence, is applicable to Spain : 
he remarked that, *' mines of precious metals did 
not produce cornP : 

But to return from "■ this digression to Flanders; 
the commerce of the world was driven thence to 
Holland ; the marine encroachments of which, to* 
gether with its intersection, by canals, have long 
been proverbial. The interior navigable facilitiea^ 
of the latter country, as in the former, tended t^ 
the promotion and improvement of agriculture, 
the cheapness of conveyance, the extension of 
manufactures and increase of foreign commerce^ 



td a degree iinprecedbnted in the history of past 
ages. But alas ! the same fate has attended 
Holland which befel Flanders ; the commerce, 
the wealth, the power, of that devoted country 
are now fled, perhaps, for ever ; and that indus* 
trious, oppressed, and enterprizing people are 
likely to become, with their territory, an integral 
part of tebibssal France. The French Emperor, 
no doubt, has in view the retention of all the 
great commercial advantages formerly possessed 
by Holland. 

The forming of inland navigation throughout 
France is carried on at the public expense, and 
not, as in this country, by a combination of indi- 
vidual enterprize and capital. Antwerp, the an- 
cient seat of commerce on the river Scheldt, will 
rise again, most probably, on the ruins of the 
Texel, Amsterdam, and Holland in general. To 
the credit of the French government it may be 
said, that no state in Europe at present pays so 
much attention to the improvement and extension 
of its inland nwoigatiom In addition to nlany 
natural advantages, aided by artificial works, 
France had formerly immense interior navigable 
communications ; of which the principal was the 
canal of Languedoc, uniting the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Bay of Biscay. The Exposi^ made by 
the minister of the interior, on the 13th of De- 
cember last, is worthy of peculiar notice, as far 
as it regards these mattera|^ at present ; and on 
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tluit dyecouat I tfufit \ shall be pwdojoied fos heut 
submitAnft the fettowkg extract.* 
. '^ l^ftftraeift of war froi« difiereot msUionsi aent 
bj Ytcterjf^ have fioi&hed the esA^J; of 3t Q^u)^ 
tfau T\rQ kk^uei of an imiKMuag suhterrawioa* 
pass^e open a commawcation b^twe^ the iiya;% 
and Mis.. of the aouth. Sevea thffuiWPti wotIm 
men hav6 liot eeased to labour on llji^j^hMsJr ^ 
the tiorlb ; and newlj eight lea^ea of thi$ ne^ 
mray opened to tht, Hhine aM th4 Mf U8€^ (a bf ing 
their conjoined waters to Antwerp, withoait qiut^ 
fthi^ foi a m4nie*t^ the fi^ of Fra^ev, h^re 
been naecutf dw Thia ciinal> $o mp9ftajk% t9 
ebminfiTcc^ Witt not be a lesai bta^ftt tQ agrioi4r 
tnre. Land^ eqUal i^i sufifcficiea to «e¥^ departi* 
inents^ Wili be iMK^kd a^d ^rti£WBd> Tb<( p«acfi^ 
able ooaqiiiQi»fe 0f agrieukure wiU aoon augm^ 
both bur richer, and ^w prosperi^; Two miUionn 
bdkve been ttsdiilj^ e&p«nd^di w 18<>.9^ on tbf 
canal of Napofeo^ which will um^ thi9 Rbg^ 
to the Rhhm Mamml^ CoJc^gni^, «^ AntM^pi 
wiU soon be hdJ^bd b^T th^ «ime w«te^«^ Thia c%^ 

r 

t ■ > • ' 

* I'be. comiRencemen't of vrliich is a Subject woiihy of ovf 
consideration and even humanity : th^ immurement oi* so mucli 
useful labour creates'disease atid vtce, ^h'ilst moderate exertioik^ 
&tad ihe* ^aitH; 'ejq>en^ weull^ j^i^uee «very ^ebiic ^^ Mfil 
adtanta^ Far be it fh>i!».me to ptcpo^ tKis « a'i^^r ^ Qnl$ 
spjoak aC i^ ms an alterx^tive def^eodi^g ea iht^ wi4i ff tb^indi^ 
^ualsy and regulated by the ^oancti^n ^l th& reiip^^tive c^pt.ii- 
ling powers. A contract, to thi^ ^ct might SQiki^how balance 
Iht horrors of desolating iftr. 



tfal will be tMsde to cottiteutiicMe M^ t^ BeSnk 
by Aat of Bwgtindy, Xbe wevfcs of wW<*i, i^A* 
doned by the old goveintue^ ha^ teotiireA a»ev 
the greateM infpirise. Akea*dfr die navigatioA is 
ce>mpliM;e from Dole to fi^on ; they are A f ititetA 
working bcftwee^ t)ijon ^wA the bridge of Pany, 
betweai the Yantie and St. tSorentfn : «el«cral imi^ 
poi^tatat ^dts fjtpon ^tie l&i^^tie, the Aube« 'aini tN 
Somftie, have be«ft filifelie^ in II8O9. fivi^ry wiie^ 
fbe plans whidh Dodded to impvovfe 'foi'fner f)ai^ 
g^al$on$, to lextend *&e<n, bt to create new ones, 
hive been undertiitEten, (Or eotitinued witii actif^ 
ty. lUie Jnarilkrie ^<)rks fcave tnade the greatest 
progress ; tti^efse tof Cfaeibur^ ^already piieseiit t* 
0he ftstoni^d eye an iiwiiewse ^ott, liollowcfd 
iMt df the r0dk. <Pbe ^Ide olf ^I^aVre'is neai^l^ 
finisbcid ; it ^ill siGfciire,4V6tn^he inirfdlc of thd 
next campaign, the constant entrance of ^l^e^elt 
imto the ichanneU At Dttnkit^c, an octagon (sAuice, 
whjicJh yAM dpAn ns^lottble knd^, tod secure ^m 
casjr ^laviga^on, has ^tmn ^tHihtd this year. 
The ^hfLi\n nt Anft^Mi|> 'ii ^excavalted in all the in* 
tferior 'part, arpd the rtuicc of fthe i^ea is raised 
Above i|s ft>unjtkvtjk>n : ^the grand drainin^s of 
SourgaiQ, jof Cotenliti, 'tff ^Ro<sbefort, >have already 
fihafngi^ia "ste^i^ttp fnai«|ie6 into ^fertile lands, and 
tfhAir iresiifts draM^n upon the ^owrnment the 
btejf^ingS'Of ^thepeople, astonished at not having 
*ttflfefed«ny ofiheevils,fe)wevertMii|sitory, ^hich 
4iey%!|tA ^n ftiM^ 1ti^9ii»ea0/' If |}»n^tbese 
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gigantic strides to internal improvement do not 
excite our admiration, they are sufficient at least 
to draw forth our imitation. 

The future views of France are obvious« 
The general commerce of the world has at pre- 
sent taken its flight from Holland and the Con-' 
tinent to England, where, from its peculiar situa-^ 
tion, it will remain so long as the island sh^ll pre-^ 
serve its naval independence ; and, as this country 
must, from the nature of things at present, and 
probably to come, be the grand dep6t of comr 
merce tp the entire world, it behoves government 
^o give every possible and practicable encouragcr 
Hient in its power, npt only to receive but to iur 
duce the interested exertions of individuals, in 
prompting inland navigation, from one end of 
the kingdom (o the other, and from its different 
points. 

It must be owned, here, that government hast 
pertainly given some encouragement to the indi? 
yidual spirit, now so general, by i^evoting up-r 
wards of 600,000/. of the public mpney to thp 
(Caledonian canal, in the north-w^st of Scotland, 
Tunning from Inverness to Fprt William. Thq 
object was the improvement of that part of th^ 
empire, by preventing emigration, and ostensibly 
shortening and rendering secure the navigation, 
instead pf passing north abput. In all these/ points 
Its public pr private utility (excepting so f^r as 
ths fishing will be fee»cfited) bfCQmep q^es^os, 
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E^le. Half the sum granted in aid of the Clyde 
and Forth canal would have produced every possi- 
ble advantage to England, to Scotland, and par- 
ticularly the northern ports of Ireland* The Shotn- 
cliffe canal, in which so much public money has 
been expended, may be considered purely in a 
military point of view, contributing but little to the 
§tock of general utility* 

The parts of England most neglected and desti-» 
tute of inland navigable communication lie between 
Newcastle in Northumberland, apross the isthmus 
to t]be Irish sea. There are in that district greater 
subterranean resources of every description than in 
9ny other part of the kingdom, but the surface 
requires improvement more than elsewhere. 

'The three counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Es- 
sex, have not any inland navigable communication 
>vith the populous manufacturing or midland parts 
pf th^ island. These three by much the finest agri-^ 
cultural counties of th^kingdom find a market only 
by marine navigation, and that on account of such 
conveyanpe being the inQst reasonable in ex* 
pisnse, . ' 

. The proposed navigable communication by means 
pf the rivers Ouse, Nen, and Welland, being 
joined by canals, will serve to convey the pro* 
liuce of the forementioned counties to the mid- 
land populous and manufacturing districts, where 
|he prices of grain are always much higher, but where 
j:oalS| &c. from the ch^apnesscofcpnveyupcej will not 
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only bje more rcasonabk, but a Teciprocal eicchd,tig6 
fn the produce of each distiitt thrill be mudi 1« 
favour of both. 

Surrotfnded as we are by, or rather o pposed oil 
fenr eastern and southern toast, from ^te Oife^^ 
heys tb the South Foreland and thence to the lauif^ 
fend, to the coasts of the enemy, their i^rivsrteeri 
will be incessantly stealing out to knnoy and ha- 
r^^ our coasting and foreign trade, m sptte of the 
gltttiost vigilance of our navy. 

ft hafs been a very unfortunate circumstance for 
this kingdom, and nothing tended more to "ksbgp 
back its resources ^nd retard its earlier improvement, 
prosperity, and wealth, than the prejudices df the 
people against and their ignorance till'lately of Aekn^ 
jwrtance of inland-Tiavigation, It was not till the 
spirited and nob!e example ^et by the late Btjke of 
Bridge water, in 1760, that we SSrw the prodigious 
advantages arising from that grand -enterprise of ^s^ 
individijal. At a period of darkness, as it were, our ig- 
norance wasexposed and ourprejudiceswere shaken^ 

From the close of the American war to the be^ 
ginning of the French Bevolution, the grestt 
lncrea?se in our manufactures, the extension of -our 
foreign commerce, and the consequent pouring }f% 
of wealth to this kingdom, outstripped a corres- 
ponding improyement and extension hi our agri* 
culture, although it gave a spirit for inland-naviga* 
tion in a surprisirfg degree. In so much has the hltv 
ter advanced, tliat, within the last twemfy years^ -it 
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y mtomstkhg what intersections of the viwA 
it has occasioned. This has been owing» k| 
a great degree, to the eo^ecutidm of several 
projectf4 canals becoming as pro£ita}>le to ^41*? 
TJ<li)aJ subscribers as they were contributary to 
l^ticmal a4yaiit9g^« Let a bill t>e framedj whic^ 
mJH give enablennent to the project^ by renaoving 
tlie po^^bility of bar lyuig with individwtlsit t>Hl 
in such a maimer^ that the party to be b9aeSte4 
1^1 pay an equivalent consideration for the waiver 
of that bar. That the projectors have essei^i^Ily \^ 
^y^if^^ by the adoption of this scheme^ it i^ <>i|ly |iec;e$t 
§Mgr to $ta,te that the present extent of cmilvAffi>^ 
fie<;tiQn comprises a superficies of about 3400 mik% 
^Q €^^pe«4kure upon wbkh h^s beea to tbe amount 
^f about 2Q)O0C^O00«iL 

The i^anal^systemj however^ b not the onjj^on? 
teei99ing with the benefits of ^n improved mh^d Uih 
tercourse. Rail-roads, as they are terme<i,h9ve ia 
many instances exhibited a rivalry in advantage^ and 
I doubt not but in many instances they will even be 
preferred. The great alleviation of animal labour 
which they aflFord renders them of primary impor- 
tance in a country, where agriculture stands so 
much in need of what can be spared in that way* 
Many of these, on a small scale, exist at present 
in England J falling in upon the different canals; 
but the greatest work of the kind in contem- 
plation is to be met with in Scotland, in the 
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direct duration of 100 miles, iFrom (jrlasgow td 
Berwick. 

Let us not, however, recede, in cases of great 
naval importance, from the ejcample which is set 
tip for our emulation by the French ruler, but Jet 
us turn our serious attention to the impfovement of 
our marine situation. In this department^ the leading 
feature will be the amelioration of the Doeic System } 
in many instances it has been entered upon^ and ei- 
ther arrived at or is tending to completion. Of the 
latter description are Hull, Bristol, Leith, exten- 
sions at Liverpool ; in London, the East and West 
India and London Docks, &c. &c.; and, on the 
Surry side, several docks of less importance but 
great convenience. In this attentive observation of 
our general improvement, we shall convince the 
enemy that our resources are not debilitated, and 
0iat we possess thetn to an exhaustion of their own 
emulative arts. 
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I HAVE hitherto delineated what seemed tome to 
be the physical resources of the country, and I trust 
that from the general view I shall not be deemed a 
mere visionary or theorist. At the same time I beg 
leave most sincerely to deprecate the entertainment 
of opinions, which may impute an interested mo- 
tive to my plans. Conceiving that my general ef- 
forts would receive a greater facility of application 
were I incorporated with the parliamentary repre- 
sentation of the country, my ambition, which I trust 
V^iU be considered laudable^ induced me to canvass 
the borough of Stamfprd, to the improvement pf 

H 
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which my present project more particularly applies, 
as it does to the country in general. Constituted as the 
elective franchise is in that borough, I had conse- 
quently to contest the matter : to the general course 
of powerful and influencing opposition, 1 assume 
the merit of making no corrupt resistance. To sanc- 
tioned antiquity of interest I opposed the promising 
infancy of a bettering system ; and the usual ex- 
penditure attendant on a contested election I 
turned into the channel of originating and ex- 
tending that beneficial project which I have had 
the honour to submit. Actions are more univer- 
sally considered to be principal features in the com- 
parative conduct of men than mere protestations. 
To these I refer my appeal with a consciousness 
of favourable testimony Trdm the ordeal. That my 
conduct has been independent, steady, and per- 
severing, the electors of Stamford will not doubt ^ 
-and, when honoured with the investiture of their 
Hsacred rights, they may rest iasstired of my vigilant 
attention to preserve and pr<)mote fhenl. Were 
i^feater encouragement given <t) the 'independent 
fkh^n- who embarks *iipdn public life with the 
frefghtageof such motived as iiiine, theP^rliapent 
"of Grea^3ritain would reform Itself in limine. 
-' Actuated by the prificiipte of belw^vetiieht in- either 
candidate of teprfefsehtative, t6' further .the»pQrtrcufflt 
interests of that place upon which his vifews re$t, 
or which ^pectsik>iia'^'^^^^ a punctual exertioii 
m its b^half^ I bedime* inquisitively devoted to the 
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discovery of the means whereby such an object 
could be attained. 

The town of Stamford in particular, and the 
country in general, became the points whereon J 
conceived it my duty to expend the results of benefit 
arising outofmy investigation. What these are I have 
detailed, but it now remaUis for me to expound 
the means which I took towards their attainment* 
The Borough of Stamford struck me as possessing, 
natural advantages, enabling it to rise sibove th^r 
difficulties which had hitherto evidently been inbei»f 
rent in the place, decaying as it was, oppressed; 
and destitute of matiufactures or trade, and gofm-, 
pletely inland, , . > 

By making it Accessible to marine contact, I wa^ 
of opinion that an advantageous distribution of trader 
would be the consequence, and, indeed, afford benefit 
to the surrounding' counties and the country in gen^-?. 
ral. I then balanced, in my mind, thedifferent means 
by which the skuatiort of this particular place might 
derive from and confer advantages on those of ite( 
vicinage. Knowing as I did the great a'gricuJto- 
ral produce of Norfolk, Suffolk, &c. I was per^* 
suaded that a. traffic, reciprocally bjeneficial, might 
take place between the Eastern and the Midland 
and Westerrj counties, thrt)ugh the interch?mge rf 
agricultural in the /one, for raw and ;martiifa<?turfed 
produce iti the others. To ' this circle of inter* 
course, Stamford might becofhe the focaS', afford 
ing facilities of mediumy froth its natural sitij^i^ 
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This being my hypothesis, I determined to rcaliz(*> 
it, upon the most certain data of information, 
to the greatest acquirable extent. In pursuance 
of these views, I set out from Stamford with the 
design of ascertaining the nature and extent of the 
trade on the Trent, proceeding by Newark, and 
thence Eastward to Hull. My next step was to be- 
oome acquainted with the proportion of trade 
dorried on by the Aire and Calder by way of Wake- 
field and Leeds, and the proportion of trade in that 
irtanufiacturing district. I traced itfaence to Liverpool, 
Manchester and through Lancashire, Cheshire, &c., 
collecting the proportion, which rested at Stone ^d 
the Potteries in Staffordshire, by the grand Trunk 
And Mersey Canal. My next branch of route was by 
Wolverhampton, Birmingham, Coventry, and War-? 
wick, and all the great manufacturing towns and prin-^ 
clpal navigations of its neighbourhood. After this I 
ptocteded through the counties ot Northampton^, 
Huntingdon, Cambridge, and Lincoln, along the 
line from Stamford to Deeping, Spalding, Boston, 
Wisbeach, and Lynn, thence through the counties 
cf Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex, &c. This tour of 
projection for the public good I have performed, 
tegardless' of attendant expenses, valuable tioie, 
dr fatigtfe, wholly wrapt up in devotion to effect 
this grand object* The credit whiqh is to be s^t- 
tached to my general account of the project will 
be best evinced by the subsequent details, confir- 
matory^ I trusty of the zea} which I h^ve mani** 



f?sted for the maturity of this great undertaking. I 
have had no view to private profit or public remune- 
ration, farther than the confidence and support of the 
independent electors of Stamford, whose future pros* 
pcrity I shall conceive ensured by the introduction 
of the most beneficial national manufactures into 
^eir town and neighbourhood. 

The same eye which traverses the space allotted 
to the execution of this project will immediately 
discern the incidental superiority of advantage ari- 
sing from Its local and relative bearings. Both sides 
of the island, in the direction of east and west, and 
vice ver^a, must derive advantage from that connec- 
tion, which gives to the commodities of either a 
reciprocity of benefit, by facilitated conveyance W 
niarkets of consumption and interchange, and to 
and from the ports. A similar bonus will be held out 
to the agriculturist for his tillage and produce, as 
to the mechanic for his manufactures. Inland 
commerce will of consequence be better recog- 
ni2:ed, and we shall soon become acquainted with 
^ novel- mercantile point,— namely, t/ie bahnce of 
internal trade, regulating the growth, produce^ 
hianufacture, encouragement, and sale, of the dif- 
ferent native commodities within the empire. 
. Before we enter into the dptails, it may be pro- 
per to give an outline of the intended SxAMFOftti 
JUNCTION. This project is totally distinct from 
^n inferior and triyial collateral branch of iiaviga- 
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ble connection, to be undertaken between Stam- 
ford and Market Harborough, a distance of only 25|^ 
miles. Now the Stamford Junction, together with 
the advantages so fully comprised in the title of its 
object, embraces a running extent of many hun* 
dred miles. It will be effected by the shortest and 
most practicable connections, by means of canals^ 
formed between Boston and Stamford; by the juoc- 
tionof the rivers Nen and Welland to unite Lynn and 
Wisbeach to Stamford ; and to Shardlow, by a canal 
from Oakham to Stamford. For Mr Telford's report 
on the eligibility of lines, the appendix may be 
consulted. I will begin, then, with the leading town& 
interested vicinally by the communication, and 
first with 

Boston, which from its locality, will no doubt be ma- 
terially benefited in the extension of both its domes- 
tic and foreign trade. The latter it will participate 
in with Hull, and the manufacturing districts, should 
a more perfect access by navigation be made up 
to Stamford, and from thence to Oakham. The 
other branch will more particularly be benefited by 
joining the Nen and the Welland, should the for-r 
mer river be rendered more perfect in its navigation 
up to the Grand Junction. This is apparent when we 
consider the consequent approximation to Birming- 
ham, and the midland populous manufacturing dis^ 
trict. Hence it appears also likely, that, in time, 
not only the articles of export, but of import like^ 
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Wise, will pass by this new canal in preference to 
the one along the Trent by Hull; at all events, it 16 
worthy of nieeting consideration from the nr.erchants 
of Boston and Birmingham. 

The two channels in question are opening pros- 
pects to the port of Boston, which already has an 
^xcelletit navigable communication with the river 
Trent at Torksey, a distance of 52 miles. The ton- 
nage thereoti has been estimated at 40,000 tons,exclu- 
%iveof 10,000 tons of coals, chiefly from Yorkshire. 

The projected navigation from Boston to Stam- 
ford is proposed to avail of the 40 foot drain for 2i) 
miles practicably navigable, and so, by the line 
pointed out by Mr Telford, to Stamford, which 
will, in the whole line from Bostori to that town 
make a distance of about 40 milesC- The lock-dues 
will no doubt be reasonable, as the expense of ex- 
cavatitlg cannot be great, from the favourable na- 
ture of the sdil. . 

Spalding may too participate in the general 
advantage to be derived by these junctions. The 
Adventurers Company, as it is fertried, composed 
entirely of land«<)wners, possessing above 250 acres 
of land each, in a certain compass, and incorpo- 
rated by an act of parliament, are bound to cleansfe' 
and keep in a perfect navigable state**: at all seal- 
isons," the river. Welland from Market Deeping to 
Spalding, and thence to the reservoir, 5 miles be- 
low Spalding : fdt this distance there is no tonnage*. 
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There is also another restraint upon the said contr 
pany, for the same useful purpose, to be exercised 
by the commissioners of drainage in thos^ parts. 

It is a matter of consideration^ if the navigatipu 
of the Welland from Deeping to the Wash> when 
put in a perfect state> can be rendered equally 
commodious to the other, even if the S^alp should 
be avoided* With this view, an act was obti^ine^, 
in 1792, to make a cut from the river Welland, 7^ 
miles from Gosberton sluice,, to fall into the Sea 
sluice at Wybcrton roads : the estitnated cost was 
/.49,351 12. but not an inch of this line has yet 
been e^^cavated. It must be observed, as matter of 
leproach, that the present navigation ot the Wei* 
land, from Boston ScaJp^ by Spalding, to Deeping, 
is very much neglected. The cost of coals firom 
Boston Scalp to Stamford only, in lighterage-tolls, 
&c. amounts to 12^. per chaldron, although there 
are only 8 miles of lockage from Deeping to 

Stamford. 

The next desirable advantages arise out of the 
union of the rivers Wellapd and Ncp, giving a di- 
rect communication on the latter r)ver to the port 
of WisbefK:h, and from thence tp the canal through 
Outwell to Salter's-load sluice^ on the river Ouse* 
In this manner not only an approach to .the port of 
Lynn is obtained^ but a fall into the river Oiise, so 
as to advance nearer the navigsd[)le branches from 
that river to Thetford in Norfolk, Bury St. Edmuncls 
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lit Suffolk, the city of Cambridge, Biggleswade> 
and upon the Ouse itself to Bedford. 

These branches, in a reference to the map it may 
be seen, coiild mbit easily be extended in three 
fine agricultural counties, ' Through them also the 
ports of Yarmouth and even Harwich may be 
united ; and from the Cam a junction could be for- 
med with the navigable river Lea to London> in its 
most bustling commercial part. 

Let us now revert to Stamford, from which 
place is to b^ united the Welland with the 
Oajcham canal, by way of Melton Mowbray 
and Loughborough, to Shardlow, or rather with 
the Trent, at the mouth of the river Soar, and op- 
posite the Ere wash canal. It is this part, or ra* 
ther Shardlow, which will become the extreme point, 
at which there will be a mutual exchange of the 
produce of the eastern counties up to the collieries, 
the potteriesj and the manufacturing districts in the 
line through Staffordshire, to Lancashire and Che- 
shire* The produce of these manufactures in return, 
on the same line, and coals from the districts of the; 
Cromford, Erewash, and other canals, for the latter 
counties and ports all adjoining to the mouth of the 
Soar near Shardlow, will come at a considerably more 
reduced price than hitherto. The distance from 
Stamford to Shardlow will be 65i miles, when the 
jvincjion, is completed by the new line from Stam- 
ford .to Oakham. The following are the respective 
distances of the several joints of connection, and an- 

I 
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nexed are the prices of tonnage on each separate 
part of the line : 

JMUIm Toimage for Coali* 

Staoiford to Oakham • • • . 15 suppose 3s Od 

Oakham lo Melton • . . 15 3 

MeltOD to the Leicester Junction . 14f 2 6 

Junction with the Leicester to Loughborough 9 >« >■ 7 

Lougbborottgh along l»h« S«ar to the Trent 9 — '^ t * 

Thence to Shardlow ... a — -'- O 2 



MUes 65i 10 9 



The whole tonnage oa Ihe aboi^e Bn^, if that l)^ 
twixt Stamford and Oakham shall be s«ppd«ed to 
be fixed at Ss per twi, will only be, froBf> the Crotti- 
ford and Ere wash canals upoa the Trent to- the 
town of Stamford, 106 9dp^ ton for coak^ merchanK 
dise in general will pay smittewhat higher. 

The Melton-Mowbraj) navigatioii>haa dmded 7'| 
per ceKil. already, exehiswe of the meofne-iax and a 
reserved balance in hand. Upon the C^akhem naviga^ 
tk>n (from Melton,) notwi1?hstandiiig aM its disadi^n* 
tages, absurd restrictions m the act, and other impe- 
diments, which it wilt be the interest of the compas 
ny to remedy, although Oakhaoic is^ at an exizreme 
pomt of tba4: line of navigation, yet the a8iK)Uiit aris- 
ing horn the tonnage was in 

1«07 £y»S7 7 S 
180» U24f 7 S 

1809 201 S a 3? 
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By this compendious description, without enter*' 
ing into accurate minutiae, will b$ discovered 
jthe very extensive inland navigable cor»muqication» 
arising from the short junctions of can&ls to unite 
rivers as already noticed and evidently traceable 
upon the map. 

It is of importance to make one very interesting 
observation, namely, that Stamfohii will become 
the source through which this mutual exchange oi 
products and manufactures will pass from east t9 
west. Boats of a larger size, adapted to river- 
naYigation, and perfectly safe, will also be capable 
of pasissing along the present canals and the pro* 
jccted junctions entirely from Shardlow, througH 
Sttemford, to Boston, Wisbeacb, Lynn, and I believe 
the river Ouse, without the iftconvenieiice« of shifting 
and reloading: they wiH constquently avoid thi? 
losses ensuing from pillage and damage. Ffom 
Shardlo w, other but less boats will convey the articles^ 
right along tke grand trunk to Manchester and li^ 
verpool : the rates of carHage on goods from thenctf 
to Shardlow staiul as under ; 

Heiop, Snffvr^ Ofpoceries, ko. &o^ i^, . .r 406. per toa 

TdOi Tob^^BCQ, IndigQ, Su:» • . > > 50 

Wool ^ , . . . , . 44 

Grain, flour, Malt, &Cf * f • • 23 

What has preceded so far relates to the general 
view and line of communication by the intended 
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Stamford junction navigation, for the 
forementioned vicinal connections of ports and 
counties, and the embracement of a.co'mmunicable 
line of, in fact, thousands of miles, insomuch as it 
will join itself with almost all the navigations in the 
kingdom. 

* Friendly as I am to the system of inland naviga- 
tion, I cannot here omit to state, and with regret, 
out ot my usual course of panegyric, that, soon after 
I had the honour to offer my suggestions to the 
public, for the Stamford junction, a limited plan 
V^as directly brought forward, in the name of the 
corporation of Stamford, to form a canal from 
that place up to Harborough only, by which route it 
is an extended distance of \0\ miles beyond the 
line by Oakham. But that project rested; no plan 
in aid was brought forward to the eastward, to 
make a thorough connection from the interior to the 
sea-port of Boston, either by a navigable cut, or to 
improve the river-navigation of the Wellarid from 
Market Deeping to Spalding, nor that of the old 
canal from Stamford to Market Deeping. 

The cause of this limited effort on the part of the cor- 
poration might arise from their apprehension of the 
questionable rights (to which theyhadpr^wfl/wre/y laid 
claimj) being disturbed by the progfes^ of the navi- 
gation. In the case of an individual, the matter 
yrould explain itself without comment 5 but in a matr 
ter concerning a body corporatCy to prevept any 
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farther remarks on my part, I have given an extract, 
in the appendix from Harrod^s History of Stamford 
upon the subject 

The project of the corporation is, simply to make 
a navigation from Harborough to Stamford only ; it 
is a distance of about 25| miles. (In its execution 
that navigation will be facilitated partially by the 
line of the Stamford junction, running a short 
distance in that line towards Oakham.) But, as 
the traffic of the Harborough line will, I much 
fear, be limited, and a circuitous route is introduced 
from Shardlow of 10^ miles farther by Harborough 
than by Oakham toStamford much is to be apprehend- 
ed for the property, contiguous to which the project- 
ed line will pass.' The neigbouring landed interest 
only could be advanced, if the line should be exe- 
cuted from Stamford to Harborough and thence as 
contemplated to the grand junction, at Long Buck- 
by. The reason to be assigned for this is, that the 
river Nen, now navigable and about to be consi- 
jderably improved, will run parallel with the pro- 
jected Harborough line, into the Grand Junction, 
and, within half a score miles of each other, fall 
therein, not far distant from the entrance into the 
Warwick, Birmingham, and other, canals, in that 
populous manufacturing and commercial district. 

The river Nen is navigable, and to be improved. 
It will answer the purpose of the Harborough line, 
from Stamford to the Grand Junction, which 
will cost at the least it is supposed from 3 to 
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^400,000 capital, to effect it to the Grand Junc- 
tion. The interest of this sum could not be paid by 
the traffic thereon, at quadruple the rate now paid 
from Wisbeach to Northampton on the Nen, The 
lockage at present i$ at 6s 4d per ton, in Ae whole 
line, and Is per ton on the railroad fromNorthamptoa 
to the Grand Junction. From thence to Northampton 
a navigable cut in lieu is now about being effected* 
when, and by which lin^, vessels will pass from Stam- 
ford, Boston, Lynn, find Wisbeagh, up the Nea 
into the Grand Junctign and all its various and wide 
ramifications. 

My obvious and fixed intent is, to complete the 
grand and extensive intercourse by means of the 
Stamford junction. To compass this updertaking 
Pleasures are now in progress, and it is presumed 
that the work will compete with that of any other 
navigation in the kingdom. 

As the navigation of the Nen is an interesting 
subject of itself, I be^ to refer the reader for it to 
the Append i:^- 
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, 

GRAIN, 4c. 



WITH RETROSPECTIVfi 



CALCULATIONS OF RATE, Sfc. 65c, 



THE kssoiis of necessity are generally the most 
iliipressw^ in the wholevoJume of human life, andin- 
dividu^ precaution n observably created in the most 
critical cases* of - individual experienced inquiry j 
but how hogpens, it,, that, on a subject of Sikch ma- 
terial became comprehetisire iiiterest as provision 
for vital sustenance, the antique proverb of appre- 
bemion from calamity shall be so much disre* 
garded? 

^ It is a matter of the most serious regret, that 
we have not profited more by the frequent and 
cakfmtous Wftfit which we have experienced, pre* 
vioB6 to and stiU more about nine years ago, in 
tfce scarcity and high price of grain. From the 
revolution in 1^68 till the year 1765 we were 
exporters of com, to the amount of from 6 to 
700iOGO/. sterling. From: the latter period tilj 
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1771, there was an interval of cessation from export. 
Thenceforward, till 1793> we commenced the im- 
portation to a great extent; and, from 1793 till 
1804,. our importation of foreigti grain did not 
amount to less than 33 millions sterling. We had 
not put the broad seal however upon our improvidence 
and prodigality, by the tender of encouragement to 
foreign agriculturists (now our enemies), until we left 
a deep impression of our extravagance in the im- 
mense bounties on importation held out td them. 
These bonuses amounted, for their repective years, 
as follow, viz. in ^ 180O £44,836 13 O 

1801 1,420,355 1 1 

1802 71«,323 16: 4 
180S 43,977 9 IQ 

So great were our provisionary distresses in the 
year 1801, that our importation of all sorts o£ 
grain was 2,027,515 quarters, 1, 125^704 cwt of. 
meal, and 310,608 cwt of rice; still we were de- 
ficient in bread, and grain continued at an enor- 
mously high price. The average rate of wheat; 
throughout the kingdom, for that year, was IIS^, 
Sd. per quarter. 

Were the tytheof the above montioned sums given 
on temporary loan to the native agricultural eapitalr 
ist, under the encouragement of a general-iiiqlosure 
act, modified to the respective tenures, by which pro^ 
perty is held in this country, our commonage-lands 
would assume a face of culture, smiling with the blesr 
«ings of Ceres, the produce pf our own soil, and not 
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piifcbased by foreign indulgences. The resultive 
employment, arising from such a produce, would 
tend, in no trifling measure, to the increase of 
popularion. 

Exporters of grain we caniK>t be, as must be 
evident from th'e deleterious system we have hither- 
to shewn, so contrary to true national policy. In 
those quarters from which grain is sent^own to the 
Baltic ports, both the landlord and tenant consider 
themselves well paid if they get an equivalent to 
about 355. per quarter for their wheat. What a 
difference between this and the average-prices of 
grain in England and Wales, as they were betwixt 
the years 18G7 and 1808! 



Wheat . 


. . . 67 


11 


Barley , 


. . . 39 





Oats . . 


. . . 29 


11 


Beans . 


. .55 


2 


Pease , . 


. . . 72 


10 



per Winchester qjn^f ten 



: Here a remark might be mad^ deserving atten* 
tion, from the landed interest of ihe Cduntiy and the 
legislature, viz. that the Customs of the year, end^ 
ing the 6th January, 1S09, amounted to 9,553,000/* 
aq4.the Excii^e to 20^023,000/. in Great Britain: 
baripy c<Hitributej8, in .malt, spirits, and beer, to 
nearly half the amount of this sum. It is, : how- 
ever^ a matter of no wonder, when we reflect on 
Ihe hca^^i duty that ib .levied both! on malt and , 
iipritd ; »q£ thfa former felone,; the quantity) on trhich 

K 
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the Excise diity was paid in the three succeeditig^ 



years was as follows^ viz. 






\ 


qrs 

1805 2,921,197 


of 
bush. 

7 


(vbicb 


was exported only 
qrs bulk. 

12,747 


1806 2,861,651 


H 




6,902 


1807 3,446,177 


s 




6,805 S 



There retanain several very important regulation? 
to be adopted in our agricultural system and com 
trade, considered both under the heads of suste-f 
nance and revenue. We f ertainly have made some 
advances in this v«^ay, by allowing a free transport 
of grain from one point of the kingdom to another, 
instead of keeping in force the old and absunf law, 
of restraining the importation in one district, and 
permitting the exportation from aiiot her. ' 

Notwithstanding all the attention wc may bestow, 
and all the encouragement we can give to agri- 
culture at home, we ought to improve our insular 
situation as much as^ossible, and attempt to make a 
genera] depdt of this article, so essential iri a political 
and commercial point of view. In the midst of aUour 
improvements! (even though they be carried to thi5 
highest state) still a y^gar of dearth cr famine ittay 
overtake us; and, in a state of politics similar to 
the pretfent, cut off as we are or as we tmy b^, by 
the enemy from receifvlng supplies cither froiripon* 
tiaental Europe or America, oor vcrjr existence as ^ 
nation might be ehdbngered. II therefere genera^ 
iil«p6ts for jgnia ff&c foraattd in our. chief ported aii4 
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tke inland parts of the kingdont^ as was intended in 
the time of James 1. we might then have our island 
stocked (and with foreign grain too) without a 
^mgle bushel being consumed at home, except in a 
year of scarcity and absolute necessity* Even in 
this case, Wd should be restrained as much ds pos* 
sible from iiit-erfering with our domestic prpduce. 
This subject^ howevefj cannot meet its merit64 
discussion here. 

With the greatest self-satisfaction, and gratula- 
tion to the country, I am happy to state that th^ 
importation of grain for the last four years has bfi^n 
much reduced, though: it yqt remains by much too 
considerable. 

The following is the <i[uantity of Foreign Graia 
imported into Great Britain in th^ following 
years, in quaitets :-e-* . 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. incase. Beans. 

18*04. 36S,009 9fiti 500,151 18,569 *,868 • 

'5 816,147 27,634 274,156 8,530 %J^ 

'' e l^Gffll 3,058. 1«3/1 98- 158 1,045 ) 

.'if 183,55a 2^3 ./4aa,904 .4,520 9^96 ; 

Of. the above Foreign into London^ ontj) 

1808 3,047 . 8Z.7 ; 31,002 . 8,887 5,984 

1809 . 163,422 ' .8,258 278,860 2^,^91 22,<T2<) * 

r 

Into Lofixidfi vnly, in the foRotving Yibr^, -'ih^e^ 
Domestic Growth of Great Britain soleijrJ'' 

1808 305,675 189,089 689,187 S6,567 77 J ^6 
nog 229,123 224,984 632,129 30,900 '78.333 
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6f fd title AL, COMMERClAi;/ AND 

I have sketched the foregoing remiarics upon the 
article of grain, as bemg not only of general im- 
portance to the nation at krge, but nwre partfcitlarly 
so as relative to the eastern fertile and agricultursi 
bounties. By the medium of the intended Stam- 
ford Junction, grain may be coriv^yed to the 
intefior, or manufacturing, district, v^rhich will not 
only afford a ready market to the' growers, but 
come to the consumers at a cheaper rate, besides^ 
Contributing largely towards the revenue of the 
Canal Proprietors* : ' 

A statement of the quantity of grain received in 
th6 London Market from the thred counties of 
Norfolk, Suflfolk, and Essex, will follow; and 
tfte quantity of grain shipped from the ports: of 
Boston, Wisbeach, and Lynn, to all places; and 
the quantity likewise received in the London Mar- 
kets from thence. I have also given the average 
prices of grain from Mr. Catherwood's returns, of 
the eastern counties, and those through which the 
Canal and its line, up t© Liverpool and Manchester^ 
wiir pass. To shew how the grain shipped from 
the eastern counties can .be interfered with by 
that which may be imported, on the western side, 
by the port of Liverpool, I shall subjoin a statement 
of the importation of that article Jnto Liverpool, 
hath from abroad and cos^stwise^^ as Wjell .a^ fron^ 
Ireland* . . . 
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90 PpiiTICALj COMMEECtALy AHl3i 

Ireland is considerably improving in agriculture } 
but the superabundant produce of her soil will not|^ 
I fear> for a series t)f time, preclude foreign im- 
portation into this country. Of course the agricul- 
tural interests will be little affected by the improve- 
n^ent of the sister country. Oats are the leading 
article ill grwi shipped from Ireland to Liverpool i 
but, being a commodity of great bulk and little 
value comparatively, little, if any, will go from 
the eastern to the western side of the island. 
-' The great population of the counties of Lanca- 
shire and Cheshire is the reason that they do not 
produce enough for a few nnionths conBumption 
-within themselves. Their wants must therefore be 
supplied fix)m the interior of England, or from 
Ireland ; and, in failure of the latter, by foreign 
importations in the articles of wheat, barley, and 
beans. Though the importations into Liverpool 
are very considerable, yet it is obvious that there if 
nothing to spare beyond its own immediate vici- 
nage, frorti the high prices at which wheat is 
continually sold both in Staffordshire and certain 
other contiguous districts, to which an easy ap- 
proach will be had by the intended navigable 
cmnmunication. 

It is rati6tial toprAume, however, thit, in the' 
^ent of deficient supplies from Ireland, or of the 
a-irerage prices so siettlingi as Siot '. to allow im- 
^xoxtatiofts ill to LiverpooJ, considerable supplies 
of wlttat, barley, an4, bcaijs, will be transported 



00 'i 




thither from the eastern oountieg, by means of the 
Stamford Junction. There is no reason to appr^ 
hend that Ireland will, upop the whole, prove at all 
detrimental to the medium of conveyance ju#t 
stated. 

To give the reader data upon which to ground 
his opinion, too, I have annexed an account of the 
aggregate corn-trade of Jreland ; the quantity thereof 
imported into Englan^i generally, and that part 
which was importjsd ^ito ^Jyetfool in particufauv 
^ora short tU)qye^ 
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t have iJHM i^iven a gepetal view ef the dmicS'*^ 
tic and foreigh com-^trade At Xivacpool, and that 
of the iajteripr, which naay be affected by the 
Western parts* 

I shall noWi shew the constant jdemand which 
there must be fbr grain, through the medium of 
the Stamford Junptioii, from the eastern districts. 
Agreeably to tpy first ideas oh the subject, I in- 
tend to confirm the possibility of a considerable 
)corn-trade being conducted through this intended 
navigation. For thia ptirpose I have extracted 
^he average , prices of graii^ fox each quarter in 
'ta,ch year, for the last four years pasl^ in the 
.t^o^ties hereafter mentioned) which wlU ibe bene- 
Jfited by t^Ms said navigation. London; is only 
introduce as a regulator to the maifcets of the 
jkitigdbm in gemeral; but Stamford distinctly 
Krlaims attention) as the focus where the mercantile 
)cla$i5may derive advant^ge^, by enterijig into this 
ticm and pit3ffitable branch of the eorn-trade, to 
the light and to th^ left. That it is profitable 
' :will be seen from the circumstance of eorn being 
, con^ts^ntily cheaper in Norfolk and Su^Tolk than to 
the west. The only deduction on the profit to 
be thus obtained) will consist in fre^t and 
. toRna^e only* 
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Th^ Aiitagt^ Prices ofGKAlN; in London^ Stamfdfdy 4ind' doun- 
^' • ' 'ties ,dtsvnderi at the fbUowing periods. 






1S06. 
4 Jan. — rLondon 

^ . _, , Norfolt - . - - 

Stamford 

» :Leitteter - - i- 

•• * * Stkffdrd ---'-^ 

•j \ .': ' ' Lancastier' K » -/ 
lb Feb. — Lond9n r- - - - 

\\j\ r./NorfbJk-i -j- -. 
Stamford - - -^ 

Derby -.-; r • r 
Stafford - T 7 - 
•V i .•••: ■ • lAticiftster - * i*' 

-^t^amfprd'" -, 
tieicester ' - - - 
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» f r 






V 



4- 



1 • 



-> ; 4 



Lnnc^^ter •' 



Whelit. 
s, d, 

69 « 

€3 10 

62 9 
69 
69 

80 

'So 11 

73 : 
.6'9 6 
'65 6 

69. 11 

70 

^2 $ 

89 O 
8« 1 

99 1 
80 7 



6 
8 

7 
6 



:UAufr-T^w<|cwj) - --,. 78 . 9 



\:U\ 



., ii 



Suffolk 
^Koilill^'-.! 



J-i 



k i- 



Stmijprd , - - 17V ^i- b 



l^icester 

ci 11:. ii . I>e^by<- .-<-- 

Laucaster - - - 

Suffolk 

Norfojk • 

Stamford - - - 
Leicester - - - 
Derby 



Bafley. 

s. d, 
32 11 
29 IJ 

27 11 

32 

37 6\ 

40 4 

4S 7 

39 10 

32 

29 6 

26 9 



Beans. 

s. (/• 

36 



61 
3 



30 
30 

4>i 6 

44 31 



6 
2 



31 

I sis 

?$ 10| 

40 6 

43 4 

34:10 

33 1 

si 7 



34 

39 

35 4L34 



49 
50 
48 8 



81 47r ' 
5 



36 

44' 3 

42 8 

39 if 

^» 3 

37 2 



73 2 

69- 2f.33 9 



?a.-o 

1 35 8 



'^90^ ^ 

83 

SO d:44 6f 44 Sf 



75 

69 
74 
74 
81 



3 
5 
3 
5 
4 



Staflbrd 75 11 

Lancaster 72 3 



42 
39 



7 
i 



1 

7 
6 
6 



Peas.' Oats. 
f. ,d, s. 4* 
46 6 29 8 
«6i 7 28 2 
33.11 .24 8 
24 II 
54 2! '24 6 



44 0( 

35 10 

32 8 

.30 



37 4 

29 7 

29 9 

46 6 

421 9 

/47 .4 

51 7 

50 8| 54 

37 .S.j40 ,^5 

S9 9 
37 O 



5i ^8 

45 ; i6 



5 

9 



•39 

47 8 

49 
t 41 

4o:»u 

38 10 
37' t3 
43 



If' 



39' 6 
46 6 



29 4 
27 8 



4 

9 
5 

7 
7 





50 

50 :5 
49 '4 



1 

2 



42 
40 

37 10 

40 11 

47 4 

46 9 

45 2 



29 

25 
25 
22 
22 
'23 
28 

27 2 
27 '^ 
27 9 
30 8 

\ 2S 9 
25 9 

'26 *0 

29: « 

25 9 
29 2 
29 ; > 9 



r47 « 
49 

4^ 9] 33 6 

'37 3^^2*4 O 

— — • 24 v9 

45 2 28 5 

d 30 8 

32 r7 

30 ^7 

'75 6 '28 '2 

'?7 ,0 



37 4J 
36:6 

44 11 

45 2 45 2 



^?^^0 , . 
57 b 24 4 



49 8 
54 91 
49 J 



47 9 



23 7 
26 8 
28 II 
30 6 
27 



.0 
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The Average Prices of GRAJK, in Lokddn, Std^ford, and oom- 

ties as under, at ike following periods. 



1607. 

3 Jai^, — London • - - 

Suffolk 

Norfolk - - - 
Sttmfbrd - - 
Leicester - - 

Derby 

Stafford 

Lancaster - - 

15 Feb.— London - - - 

Sdffolk 

Norfolk • - - 
Stamford •- 
L^cestbr - - 
Derby --'..- 
Stafford - - - 
' Lancaster • - 

] 5 May-^Lbndon - «• - 

Suffolk 

Norfolk 

Stamford - - 
Leicester - - 
Dierby ---- 
Stafford - - - - 
Jjancaster - - 

1 5 Aug. — Lottdon - ^ - - 

Suffolk 

-Norfolk 

Stamford - - - 
Leicester --- 
Derby - - - - - 
Stafford -.- - 
Lancaste^•- 

J5Nov,-^London ---- 

Suffolk 

' Norfolk - - - - 

! Stamford - ^- 

Leicester * -- 

«« * Derby ^-- -'- 

Stafford ---- 

; ^ncs^ster r - 



Wheat. 

s» d. 

78 8 

77 

71 4 

71 7 

71 8 

75 4 



76 

72 

76 

75 

70 

74 

70 10 

76 6 

r5 

73 

75 9 
73 8 



71 
73 

7t 4 

77 8 

77 8 

75 6 

7^ 10 

70 6 

66 11 

7S 2 



71 
80 
74 3 



6 
I 



77 
63 
58 

56 8 

63 11 

63 10 

76 6 

67 11 

73 6 



Barley. 
s, d. 
42 II 
38 ? 
37 2 
3& 3 
40 11 
45 



44 
44 
38 
35. 6 

33 11 

34 3 



2 
6 



36 
42 
42 
41 7 
36. II 
35 



32 
35 



9 
1 



37 
41 
41 6 



3 
9 



7 

9 
1 

6 



48 

as 
36. 

34 

43 

39 4 

41 5 

36 6 

4« 6 

41 1 

38 2 

41 %\ 

41 ) 

46 8 

43 10 

46 4 



Beans. 
s, d. 
45 
36 6 
35 
43 1 
45 8 

48 8 
52 II 
47 11 

39 4 

34 9 

35 9 

40 8 
40 lO 

49 O 
51 
49 4 
38 II 

36 4 
36 1 
37 



7 
43 2 

48 « 



4 

4 



45 
41 

46 9 
42 



40 
50 

51 9 

51 9[ 

53 I 

44 Ol 

56 5 

50 9 

50 « 

60 O 

■5e 9 

60 

60 9 

50 ? 



Peas. 
' J. d. 
67 
51 II 
49 5 




69 
46 



9 

5 



50 




I ill 

58 11 
4* 
«2 

39 • 6 
49 




5«' 



48' - 



149 

64 2 

iS8 



63 




Oats. 
s, d. 

31 8 



36 

24 



6 
6 



23 8 



26 
27 



1 

9 



30 8 

28 6 

28 6 
34 8 

25 4 
21 11 
24 2 

26 6 

29 

27 10 
26 7 

28 8 

26 



24 
23 
27 



2 
3 
6 



27 10 

29 7 

98 4 

29 10 

31 2 

30 4 

29 9 

29 10 

30 10 

29^ 5, 
30 11 



29 
28 

29 



4 

2 
Q 



28 6 
31 2 



32 

28 



1 

9 



Jf 
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* •'. 



7S 9 

ail « 



77 4 
81 5 



, D«lbji»--«T 

, y,-, Lancaster • 
' I ^Npy.-rLo»4pp - -> 

Staiaafavd * *^ 
Leiceiter - - 

Stafiokd-*- 
Lanci^er. • 



• •( 



9» S 
97 10 

aft n 



I. 



The Auragc Frke9 of GRAWf m X:«49itt Siofn/iri, ^9d ea«^K 



^ Jai>. -T-LoadoB - - - - 
S^foll^ 

Norfolk 

Stamfijrd • « - « 
Li^eftler r * - 
Derby - - • • ^ 

SLtafioitl - « r - 
, , ' Laocaft^r -^ - • 

^5 ir«b.«^L<)«idop -«-•-■ 

NQFfoJk 

Stam/brd "."' 
Lciipestor -> •« - 
Derby) — •- 
Staffovd - -f 
i ' Lanc^er ••- 

^5 ^yn-iLpAdon - - * - 
Siift>M| --*- 
No«fql^ -I-- 

StttOyvtd -^r " 

Lficester • * - 

Deifby 

Stafford 

L^Bcafier - - 

SuflbliL 

, Norfolk • r - 
Stamford • - - 



52- K 65 3 

63 6-— 

SO 10 40 11 

60 1:1 ; -^ 

6l 4iiM 



31134 lOf.39! It 
36 4 









S 



57 11(89 11 
53 ol -^r^^ 

65 

6l 

.64 

65 

66 K) 

59 01:97 3i.a7 
53 10:79 10 
51 q, 08 6 



6l 2 
2l 54i 6 
4 



6a 

69 
69 
69 
69 



7- 



8!»64 11 
6f 57 10 



■*f- 



32 
31 
32 

29 
30 

33 
29 



7 

S 
1 

s 

6 
2 
8 
5 

4 



40 
40 
40 
38 
32 



1 

6 

4 
1 

9 



35 10 
31 6 
33 10 
39 8 
37 6 

36 4 
[32 2 




»lQCi»I„i ^mtCdlftn. 07. »»¥T4««. 



n 



• , t 

7h Jvirq^e Pi^eiof QICJIN', in lo^on, Stamford, and mn- 



§«ib|te -w..^ 

* IrOTftmc •> - ^' 

l^icester 

Derby 

Stafford 

. i^aii«as^' - -) ^ 
1^ Ff b.r—LoAdon • - ^ * - 

^ Nefcfolk-^^.r. 
Stamf<^d " 

Stafford 

Lancaster 

) 5 May-:T^l4»i|4(m - -I - - - 
Suffolk ----- 

Norfolk 

Sfdk^ord -i- - 
Ltm^r 4 — 

perbji;^ --i 

Staiaroi:4 

Lancaster .- - - 

15 Aug. — London 

Si»ff©Hc 

;^(OTfoi|^«-; 

Stamfixid 1""'" 
Leicester -| — 

Sci|&>fdt - -I- - - 
Laoqa^^r ^ - - 

15N0V. — Lonktoq - - < 

Sufltnk ^ - -•- - - 

" xMonnil; - •«- - - 

Stan^rn^ ■» — 

l«icester ^ 

Derby - 

Stafford 

Lancaster---- 
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' 


Wheat. 


Barley. 


Beans. 


Peas. 


Oau. 


1810. 


s: d. 


s. d. 


s, d. 


*. d. 


#. d. 


Jan, 27 — London - - - - 


100 2 


44, 4\ 4^7 ^ 


69 2 


29 2 


Suffolk 


95 3 


41 3 


38 6 


66 8 


27 8 


Norfolk 


89 6 


36 3 


54 4 


48 10 


27 5 


Sti^mfard 


100 Q 


43 7 


62 .0 




:«6 8 




Leicester ^ - - 


92 7 


49 5 


52 4 


84! 8 


2& 


Derby - 


Sfi 


51 4 


63 8 


53 


31 2 


Stafford -- -- 
Lancaster r - - 


ti\a tf\ £/? /? 


/?A «: 


1 


36 1 
30 U 


1Q2 (\ 41. 9 65 uf 80 


'■': \... 


• 

1- . 


. i.> 


" 


1 





The following i$ a statement of the se^reral mar* 
^t towns in the rcjspective couiiti§§. The added 
average priqe of grain in towns forms that for the 
whole coyn^to which they b^lpng, and when added 
their aggf^gate is the prices given for es^ch county. 



surroLR. 


Wyitoolidh^m. 


Ashbiii^. .'*'■ 


Ipswich. -''^ 


East Dereham. 


' 


. Woodbridgc. 


Harlerton. 


STAFFORD. 


Suibury. , . 


Holt. 


Newcastle. 


Hadlefgh. 


Aylesham. 


Stafford. 


Stow Market. 


Fal^enham. 


. Bwtppon Trent, 


.Bury St Edmunds. 


Wallinghaiq. 




Beccles. 


- 


LANCASTER. 


Bungay. 


LBICESTSR. 


Liverpool. 


Lowestoff*. 


Leicester. 


Manchester, 


» . 


AshbydelaZouch. 


Bdton. 


irORFOLK. 


Hinckley. 


Warrington. 


Norwich. 


Loughboroiigh. 


Wigan. 


t 1 / 

Yarmouth., 


* 


Preston. 


Lynn. , . 


DERBY, 


Lancaster 


^Thetford. 


Derby. 


Ulverstpn. 


*Walton. '^ 

• • • 


Chesterfield. . 


* 


. i ■ ■ . 


• 

» 1 





From the enumerated advantages, and the crea- 
tion of new inspirited demands, occasioned by the 
incteased facilities^ I leave the conclusion to be 
drawn. My hypotheses, I strongly presume, arc 
considerably aided by interesting premises of fact. 
The contrasted routine of . conveyances^ and the 
opposed statement of prices^ auger favourably, I 
have no doiibt, towards the adoption of my senti^ 
ments, respecting this indispensable requisite of 
national and natural commerce. 

The following is an accurate account of the 
quantities of grain received, in the London markets 
from the ports of the eastern counties. This con- 
veyance has been by pre^carious marine navigation, 
and the article has again beet, in considerable in- 
stances, conveyed by way of London to the Stafford- 
shire district, onthe €rfand Junction, thus not only 
causing circditDtis but doubly-taxed sales, and ex- 
pences; whereas the intended Junction would, in 
the first instance, have jprevei^ted both. 
' The annexed table vfill also shew die quantity of 
grain imported from Ireland | and foreign markets 
into London ;„ and, likeHvise, the ag^gate account 
of iinportation to the same m^ii^et, ^.ith the places 
whence principally imported, f^j tKe years lfeO$ 

and 1809. . ; : ' . 
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Mssejff and Kent^ distinguished from thf aggregate iff Great Britfurti 
the total from Ireland, and likeuoise from foreign farts$ in thi 
year ISOS* 



\.\ 




From other places 



Wmngk 

Total imported into 
l^fidoii iH tin year 
1808. 3 

1 Quarter 

2 — 

3 — 

4 — 



777,««f 
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S-k 



G/aln imp or fed into Lon^of^ from the cout\ties of Norfolk^ Suffolk^ 
Essex, and Kent, distinguished from the aggregate of Great Britain, 
the total from Ireland, and like'wise from foteign partsy In the 
year 1809, 



NORFOLK. 

I,«ynp 

Wells 

Yarmouth . . . ^ 

SUFFOLK. 

AldboTougli . . . 

Ipswich 

Southwold .... 
Wood bridge . . . 

ESSEX 

Three counties ) 
N.ofthethames \ 

tENT 



From other parts > 
of (areat Britain ) 

^ceived into '^ 
London from all f 
places in Gr^t ? 
Britain j 

Ireland 

Foreign 

Total imported in- '^ 
to London in the v 
year 1809 J 



Wheat. 
768 



6^8 



10,738 

19,594 

7,055 

16,417 

53,804 
123,657 



184,237 
34,562 



218,799 
10,324 



Barley. 

4^0 
23,762 
77,823 



106,050 



16,834 
19,661 
10,339 
13,831 

60,665 
19,3/2 



18^,087 
9,448 



195,535 
29.449 



Malt. 

1,620 

343 

1(^700 

'12,6^3 



1,316 

63,938 

120 

8,721 

74,095 
72,068 

158^8^6 

^ 273 



159,0^9 
5,008 



229,123 

765 
163,422 



1 Quarter 

2 — . . . 

3 — . . . 

'I- . . . 



.... 



393,310 



84,748 

82,322 

152,987 



224,984 
8,258 



233,267 



73,253 101,506 



393,310 



44,172 
16,237 
71,352 



164,107 



200 



164,307 



233,267 



58,300 
49,467 
17,120 
39,420 



Beans. . 

277 

485 

1,616 

'i^7% 



3,102 
8,367 
2,191 
4,037 

17,697 
48,855 

68,9^0 

6,771 

75,701 

2,632 



Feas. 

■t 

478 
2,190 



5,72]6 



78,333 . 



1,020 

2.5167 

733 

613 



4,923 
a,689 



19|338 
8,727 



28,065 
2,835 



22,020 



100,353 



164,307 



28,360 
22,366 
19,345 
30,282 



30,900 

: ) 



26,291 



57,191 



100,353 



12,533 
10,213 
11,113 

23,332 



Oats. 

4,753 
1,590- 
10,563 

■ - -^ K 

— 1~- 

l^^O^ 



933' 
• 5,9^7 
844 
2,199 

10,023 

12.31« 

t 

■ ' ' ' J 

39,241 

f ... 

2,149 

.41,390 

591,739 



632,129 



75,570 

«78,86() 



986,559 



269,080 
274,288 
213,754 
229,437 



57,191 



986.559 



31 
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JFrom the two preceding tables,^ for the twQ 
last years, giving the quantity of grain sent from 
the ports and places on the maritime sides of the 
qpunties jto London, exclusive of large shipments 
to other places, l^e may easily perceive what g. 
larger proportion of grain will not only be brought 
from Norfolk, by means of the navigation from 
Thetford, Bury St Edmund^, in l^ufFolk, and 
along the Ouse, through Stamford, but, more 
particularly^ under the circumstatice pf the 
Rivers Orwel and Stour being connected with 
the river L^rk, by a navigable cut. 

As I have given a statement of the quantity of 
grain shipped to London only, by the eastern 
ports, from thoi^e eastern counties, I will take 
into consideration next^ the quantity of grain ac- 
tually shipped from the ports in the Wash. But 
as Lynn, from its local situation, must receive 
what grain she exports chiefly from the counties 
of Norfolk and Suffolk, the following: is an ac- 
count of the quantity of grain exported the last 
^our years therefrom. 
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Grain, 3^c. shipped Coasttme, from the Port of Lynrij in 
Four Years, terminating at Michaelmas^ 1 809. 



TEAR ENDING AT MICHA£LHAS. 



Species of Orain. 



^heai - 

Wheat Flour 

Rje - 

Birlev -----i--- 

Malt 

Oats 

i*ease 

ISeaos 

Tares - . - - 

KapeiSeed ------- 

Hemp-Seed ------ 

Clover-Sted - 

Tamip-Seed - - 

Mti8tard>3eed - - - - - 
Cinque and Trefoil Seed 

Linseed ----- 

Rye-Grass Seed - - > - 
Back- Wheat ------ 

Total 



1806. 



Qrs. Bis. 



26575 

S520 

9fm 

101596 

S441 

27650 

17079 

13347 

1215 

11493 

269 

207 

14 

347 

268 



1 
4 

6 
4 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
4 
7 

1 
3 



215278 5 



1807. 



7 

ft 
6 



33006 3 

1821 3 

6732 

76777 

1331 

15137 2 

6088 3 

13453 6 

313 - 

5627 2 

26 3 

135 - 

5 
35? 
947 
8 
109 
136 



4 

5 
5 
4 
4 

7 



162011 2 



1808. 



Qrs. Bis. Qrs. Bis. 



56715 

5624 

10487 

75039 

1785 

8538 

1304 

6454 

85 

6909 



2 
1 
5 

7 

5 
8 
1 



32 4 
47 6 



22 
218 
473 



1 
6 
7 



219 4 

25 4 



173883 3 163233 2 



1809. 



Qn. Bis. 



4d829 

9156 

l7Sfl2 

67508 

3135 

5316 

1384 

7147 

28 

4727 



15 

479 

1133 

15 

20 



6 
3 
3 



7 
3 
4 



S5 4 

88 - 



2 
5 
5 
5 



Of Grain, S^c. shipped Coastwise from the Port of 
Wi « BE A CH, ybr Four Years, ending at Christmas. 













RapeSeed 


Years. Wheat. 


Barley. 


Oats. 


Beans. 


Flour. 


Mustard- 














Seed, &c. 


• 


Qrs. 


Qrs. 


Qrs. 


Qrs. 


Qrs. 


Qrs. 


1805 


2374 


809 


29585 


2210 




4136 


1806 


11743 


960 


33649 


39.S9 


188 


6992 


1807 


9158 


607 


33594 


5189 


25 


5814 


1808 


18141 


44 


32088 


3239 


631 


6957 


From Christmas, 1808, 
to Michaelmas, 1809. 


13606 


104 


13800 


1010 




3006 
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A Statement of Graitiy Sgc. shipped coastwise, 
nt Boston, in the following Years : — 

Wheaf. Barley. Pease & Beans. Oats. 

1805 2845 386 1374 260,369 

1806 4681 1801 2337 271,494 

1807 7222 1012 2371 253,205 

The three ports of Boston, Wisbeach, and Lynn, 
all situated on the Wash, including their respec- 
tive sufferance ports of Spalding, Wainfleet, &c. 
exported coastwise, collectively, in the following 
years; — 





Wheat. 


Barley. 


Pease & Beans. 


Oats. 


1805 


25,235 


74,750 


23,829 


310,235 


1806 


47,825 


92,183 


32,555 


330,092 


1807 


54,93y 


78,311 


23,053 


294,990 



And the quantity of grain, &c. , imported into 
London only, from the ports of Boston, Wisbeatcb, 
and Lynn, being thfe aggregate quantity received 
from. the Wash in the years 1808 and 1809, was 
as follows : — 

1808. 



Boston • . . 
Wisbeach . . 
Lj^an . . . . 


Wheat. 

4.848 
1,427 
6,645 


Barlev. 

435 

290 

4729 


iVIah 
547 

1141 
1688 


Oats. 

240.149 

20,851 

4,672 


Rye 

70 

70 


Beans 

1450 

1516 

969 


Pease. 

129 

7 

905 


Rape- 
seed. 
105 
2286 
1014 


Total from the ) 
Wash in 1808. 5 


12,920 


5454 


265,672 


3935 


1041 


3405 



1809. 



Boston . , . 
Wisbeach . . 
Lynu . . . 

Total from the ^ 
Wash in 1809. ) 



319 
768 


125 
4560 


7C 

414 

1620 

2104 


243,540 

14,143 

4,753 


— 


315 
511 
277 


280 
478 


780 

1100 

209 


1087 


4685 


262,436 


1103 


758 


2089 
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After these statements I shall now make a con- 
elusion of what has already been detailed, as to 
the quantity of tonnage which may pass through 
Stamford, in gfain, to the westward. Let me 
put a supposition, that the extended agriculture of 
the counties to the eastward can supply Liverpoo4 
with the same quantity of wheat, wheat flour, 
barley, beans, and p^ase, as there has been in^ 
ported of these articles into the port of iiverpool, 
for one year, from the average of the six last, in 
that case the quantity of tonnage of grain, 
through Stamford, fi^m the ealitei^ counties, go- 
ing to supply Liverpool only, or their intermediate 
districts supplied from thence, * the average of the 

period before mentioned would be:/ ' ' > 

' * ■■ • ' 

28,964 tons of wheat. 
6,044 tons of wheat flour 
6,147 tons of Barley. 
3,156 tons of beans and pease. 



44,311 



I have not taken into account oats or oatmeal, 
both of which are very considerable articles of 
importation into Liverpool, and the former of 
exportation from Boston in particular; they 
are of less importance from the other places. A 
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£hai;e, however, might pass the ]bck, at Staimforay 
to the midlaQd hat not the westera caunt'tes. 

The weight in graioi of those sorts at least 
which will bear carriage to Liverpool from the 
eastward^ is fixed^ upon the average already 
stated. 

I shall QC^W give the <][uaQtiiy of graint, in weighty 
received in London from the eastern ports of 
;shif^]Dg-|>Iaces in the counties of Norfolki Suf^ 
folk, and Esaex^ and distinguish the aggregate 
shipped from the ports of the Wash (viz. Lynn^ 
Wisbeach, and Boston)* The average of three 
years, shipped from the Wash, is for wheat, barley^ 
pease, and beans^ only, which, from contiguity to 
the direct route to the westward, through the 
Stamford Canal, mighty I thinks almost with safe- 
ty be expected to pass through it. This will more 
particularly take place when the markets hold out 
encouragement, as they uniformly will, as appears 
from the correct statement of the average prices al- 
ready given. I shall then shew that, for the grain 
shipped from the eastern places, it will be cheaper 
to go by the inland than the marine navigation. 

The following is the tonnage of the different 
jBorts of grain, received in London, from the coun- 
ties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex, and of th^t^hip- 
ped from the ports iu the Wash (Lynn, Wisbeach, 
and Boston) ; the former upon the average of two, 
and the latter uponilie average of three, years; viz. 



frsim tbe Counties to London. 
4Q,81 1 Tops of Wheat 
2!j,335 _ Barley. 

Q3,i60 rr— — Malt 

12,0»!2 . — rr— Beans. 

3,580 L^.i : ■ Pease. 
?08,000 ~ 



Hfeii«Mai 



From the Wash to all places. 

8i4&3 Tons of Wheat 
13,625 ■ Bailey. 

5,296 -;-4 — Pease & Beans. 



13if,4i4 Tons. 

ft therefore appears, that the ports of the 
pounties, which can profit by the Stamford 
junction n^yigation, send to the London market 
pnly, upward^ of double the quantity imported 
into the port of Liverpool, and including that ship- 
ped froni the Wash to all places it will be trebled, 
^he question now to be considered is, if there will 
not be a great temptation to bring the grain, part* 
ly exported by the ports, to the approaches of the 
navigation to the Ouze, farther overland to 
the adequate demand. This question will 
principally turn upon the difference of expenses 
betwixt the inland and the marine navigation, 
from the eastern counties, computing the delay 
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by the length of the vpyage, c^thar* found by 
Scotland or down channel by the Land's End. 

The usual freights, from the ports in the Wash 
to Liverpool, hfas been,- lately, ,; from 10s. to 
lis. 6d. per quarter, according to the season 
of the year and demand £ot shipping. A quarter 
of wheat we will suppose to-oofrt, in Norfolk, 
only 63 shillings. 

• • - « • • • 

The cost of a quarter,M^ill be, 

- . -, ^ • . . , £ s, df 
Freight, from the Wash toLvverppol . . 10 
Insurance in summer S guineas^ i& wiur 
ter 3j to 4 guineas, reckon but 3 per 

cent, on 65s ,.,..... 2 5 

Make an allowance for sea-damage, which 
. the policy of insurance does not co\^e4:^.,^j ^ 
(unless the ship is strandec), ora gq^epl , 
. average, )waste,loss in measure, dajpage 
,. and sundry con tingiencies, reckoq, . ,..p^ l^,^ 



' ' 4 ,. 



> i * 



Jilt 



£ 13 3 



Interest of money, from the delay and 

uncertainty of the sea-voyage . . . . 

Risk of markets from the same causes , 

Cost per quarter when the corjti is^ 
received at Liverpool . . . . , ,5 



J . ■ i. 



s < 



r-^-ff 



This difficulty now appears to make a correct 
comparison with the charges of inland navigation^ 
I cannot calculate precisely^ nor within perhaps a 
few pence, the probable cost even of the carri'* 
age of grain from the river Ouse, to Shardlow^ i 
must therefore be allowed to take it upon surmise, 
or upon the cost of carriage betwixt Manchester 
and Shardlow, which, being a canal navigatioD all 
the way> must be much more expensive thatt 
from Shardlow to the river Ouse. From this river 
(excepting through the Wisbeach canal to the rivet 
NenX quite up to Peterborough, is "a tide and 
fivef navigation^ and in that considerable distance 
oaly Is. per ton lockage. This charge is paid on 
the Wisbeach catiiBiI, forming the junctioti of the 
rivers Ouse and Nen. If then we reckoo ttie 
intended Stamford Jttnclion Navigation to com^ 
mence at or near Peterborough ; from thence the 
tonnage or lock-due^, ind the freight through 
Stamford and Okebam* to Shardlow, (even not 
reckoning the return freight of coals^ to reduce the 
co6t,)must be very rea«oaable : but as Shardlow 
wrtt be about the centre pointy and to omit details^ 
to the eastern divisioUi I wrli fake the cost at 
23^. per ton for grainy a» itiMw is betxrixt Sbtrd^ 
low and Manchester. 

The cost will then be, from the points of the 
rivers Little Ouse and Lark^ and falling into the 
Great Ouse, passing to the Nen ; from thence near 
Peterborough, through the Stamford Junction 
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Navigation, to Manchester and Liverpool/ per 
ton .-- 4€.2 6 

Which sum, divided by five, the 
number of quarters of wheat ulually 
reckoned to a ton, makes the cost by 
inland navigation, per quarter - - 9 Si 

By marine navigation, not adding 
various contingencies, as already 

stoted, ---0 13 3 

which I conceive so palpable an answer to any 
objections, that no further elucidation is requisite* 

To the cheaper conveyance, » already stated, by 
this inland, than by the marine navigation, should 
be added the consideration of an easy, secure, and 
almost certain communication (frosts excepted) of 
the different districts of the country with each 
other. Considerable risk and great delay will be 
avoided — the effect of tempestuous . seasons : in 
time of war, delays through convoys, — con-^ 
trary winds, and other numerous disadvantages. 
Thus little doubt remains in my mind, that the 
traffic in grain will be a very 9onsiderabIe and 
increasing trade^ whereon the Stamford Junction 
will found and derive, with the addition of coals^a 
most important branch of its revenue. 



I 9t ] 



ON THE 

NATIONAL IMPOLICY 

RESPECTINO 

COALS. 



NEXT to bread, an indispensable requisite to- 
wards the stmiulation of animal life is fuel. In 
this' cotintry nature has, as it were^ acted the 
Dt3rad to the preservation of our maritime for- 
tresses, and, by the singular donation, though 
partial distribution of subterraneous product in 
the north of Englland to Scotland, superseded the 
massacre of our oaks. 

In most of the other European countries, the 
superficial produce of the earth completely serves 
the fulfilment of necessary wants. In Britain, 
from prescriptive usage, one of our most im- 
portant necessities is answered by its embowelled 
treasures. 

On the European continent, coals have not been 
discovered^ or rather produced, excepting in the 
neighfoefurhood of Liege; and lately, a very inferior 
stratum has been worked, near Helsingburg in 
Sweden ; but the quantity obtained in both is 
so trifling, and the quality so very inferior^ that 
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tiiey are scarcely worth mentioning. Nothing 
can be a greater proof of the estimation in 
which English coals arc held on the continent, (not 
for domestic purposes, as in this country,) but for 
their manufactories of various descriptions, foun- 
deries, &c. than the annount of the official value 
in this article, exported from Great Britain to 
foreign places, which Were; in the following years, 

1805 - - - ,1^.525,014 

1806 - - - 557,515 

1807 .. r 494,240' 

1808 - • r 526,885 
NotwiUistanding the disposition of foreigners 

to take; no more coals than their necessities 
demand, yet have them they must, at apy pcice^ 
for t}>eir luval,^ military, and manufacturing puTf* 
poses. Strange, however, dS it maj^ appear, our 
enemies pay less for their coals, from England^ 
than we genejally do Qurs^lves, except at those 
ports in the island whence, we export the article^ 
or thos(e places immediately coAti^uous to cqIif^ 
lieries> or oq the navigations therefrom. 

Whilst w^ export coaU 9biod4 to so great aa 
amount in value, producing so trifling a returtt 
comparatively iA revetstue; I qwoot forboar ques- 
tioning the unequal policy of tftsing *ode pMt of 
the kingdom so enormously, because it ImlR not 
the natural advantages of another, for one of the 
iHDst necessiary articles in^ life; Yet the old* 
fashioned pbraae^ iong befiure onr 6oaaiuerce wa^ 



to widely difimed^ of *' tbe coasting-trade (as }t is 
ealled) being the best nursery for our seamen/ 
is no\r even extoiled, no doubts more for the rais«- 
ing an immense revenue (amounting at present 
to about one million per annum) than the intriifsic 
thing itself^ It is therefore the revenue which is 
the secret motive for this avowed national nursery 
«f our seamen, and not the nnriery itself, «s will 
be seen from the following statement. 

• ■ ■ » • 

Ilk the ymurlSOf, tbe duty oacotls brought 

coastwise to Loudon was £*S70f7l5 14 3 

Oaculm . • - . . 252 16 3 



SffbsS^ 10 6 



The doty on coals earned cos^wise iroib 

Qftt port to ' another in England and. Wales 

ooly, «as» iq the same year» £^94^S& 12 

. On culm »«••.• St7^l 11 7 



553,147 S 7 
Okie shflling per chaldron on cohIb, shipped 
in the river TynOf for consuiefptiftgi i^ £ng« 
land • • • « •) • • f ^.^ > • • 26|71Sf P 



^.949,814 14 2 



" In the tatefe year w4 ^ported cdals i^ tto 
cmdtmt, according toofficia^ vidaey of 404>240l« 
dM4tttyODi|hidito.ther«vet|iie.Wii»^ n d^tS^W 15 10 

^ The duty on coals imported. into. Londdnt is 
nearly double , what is paid a,t any, Qther port in 
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tbe kingdom^ and on what is exported abroad^* 
Where then is the policy of this nieasure ? 
for thdugfa in . London, owing to the causes 
arising fVom a crowded and immense population, 
al^^hsi necessaries of life must be higher than in 
other quarters of the kingdom, and, by necessity, 
the demand: greater,-— why should its locality 
alone contribute so eminently to the revenue? The 
demand for coals from abroad >hiis beeQ> and 
always will be considerable. It forms, in my mind, 
an object of consideration for the relief of the 
metropolis at leasts as well as for general legisla- 
tive consideration. 

At' ijamburgh alone, are near five hundred 
sugar-houses, not one of .which is now, employed 
for want of coals. In Copenhagen, English coats, 
which readily sold at S2 dollars per last, and left 
an ordinary profit, have lately sold at 300 dollars 
per. last. In the exportation of coals in 1808, 
notwithstanding all the restrictions and prohibi* 
tions of the enemy against most frtiqles to the 
contidefbt, we find the «ame amount exported as in 
£he*yearT505, when there were few or no obstacles 
in the way. This is^ as I apprehend, an ample con- 
firmation of my previous s^ssertion, namely, that 
our enemies yjriU havfj English coais at any pfice. 
Why nM^ihake them cootrifaute something to reduce> 
our domestic cost, or to encrease our tevenue. 
After this ^geaetaloutiine relative to the policy 

* See the preceding 8tateiD«Dt. 
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. lOCAIe, IKT£JBj£&TS OP BRITAUT* 9$ 

of this country in the article of coal, I shall, with- 
out delay, come to theinterestingpoiotof observa- 
tion, viz. the quantity' brought from Newcastle 
and Sunderland, to the different ports in the Wash, 
from whence, by means of thenavigable rivers Ad 
canals, the interior has been supplied with this 
indispensable article. The average quantity of coal, 
bjought to these ports by marine navigation, ac* 
cording to official documents in 1807> was, to 

Boston, ........ 45,338 tons 

Lynn, 150,475 

Wisbcacb, - - . '. - - . 2S,596 

Total SI9>596 Tons 

The amount of the duty, or revenue to the 
treasury thereon, amounted, in the year 1807, to 
6Sy559L Is. 6d. sterling. 

To the quantity imported, not only at Boston 
in particuliar, but at the two other ports, m^y be 
added, that which was taken from Leeds and 
Wakefield for the sole purpose of a return freight 
of wool, which was the prime object of the ad* 
venturers in carrying a quantity of coals of no 
mean importance. The freight of coals from 
Newcastle and Sunderland to London*, of late,^ 
but particularly during the last year to the present 
monthj has been from 24^. to 32^. per London 
chaldron. Vessels, however, might now be en- 

* The qoADiity of poah imported into. London it abojit 
1,300,000 tons anpualljr* 
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gaged at 9&. per chaldron, fbr twelve numth* 
certain employmeot in the trade. The. freight 
from the northern porta to those in the Wash i§ 
proportioned to these terms, and some difference ii 
asdiein the agreement, if vessels should get a freight 
of grain to London, or some contiguous port in re* 
turn. The freight from Newcastle and Sunderland 
for coalsy to the ports of Boston, Wisbeach, and 
Lynn, in ordinary times, according to the pre- 
ceding rates, to London, might be reckoned 
from 18j. to Z4s. per chaldron, Winchester- 
measure ; and, in some instances, according to 
the season of the year, nearly as high as the 
freights paid to London, if there is no chance of 
getting a freight of grain from any of the ports 
in the Wash. 

It is understood, that the coals shipped from 
the two northern ports to those in the Wash, are 
of a superior quality ; and these are put on board 
the vessels in the rivers Tyne, or Wear, at from 
30«.to 36^. per Newcastle chaldron ; but reckoning 
at the medium, rncludtng all charges on board the 
vessels, the cost to Ife about 14/. per keel; of 8 
Newcastle chaldrotis, the keel may be expected to 
rendernpon the average 15i' chaldrotis of London 
measure. 

Therefore, reckoning the first cost, and all other 
rates of the freight as mentioned, insurance, light- 
dues, the permanent vKac and coasting duties, they 
will cost generally, at from about 47^. ^. to 50^ 
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per London chaldron, in tempestuous seasons, at 
the ports in the Wash, if imported from New- 
castle, or Sunderland^ — the price will be still 
bigber should there be a demand for shipping. 

I have given this general detailed account, 
most clearly, of the marine coal trade, and that 
to the Wash particularly, in order that a judg^^ 
ment might be formed of the possible competition 
with the inland coal. This I have done, as the 
Jatter might be conveyed from the west in the 
neighbourhood of ^hardlow, from the Cromford 
and the Erewasb Canals, falling into the Trent just 
opposite the mouth of the river Soar ; and finally 
passing through the intended Stamford Junction^ 
and so proceed on to the eastern markets. ' 

The result of the most minute and attentive 
enquiry as to the superior benefit generally de- 
rivable to the public, in the line of the intended 
Stamford Junction^ not only in the conveyance of 
grajn, but particularly of coals> is manifested by 
the following facts : 

Coab, by the Cromfprd and Erewi^h Ctnalt, £. Bi\ d. 
sell, at the Soar Mouth, per ton, •--0106 

On the Grand Junction line, 

at BHswortb, per ton,' * ^^ .. « i 5 q 
at Northampton . « * • - 18 4 
at Long Buckby •••-*-. 134 

Warwickshire coals being reckoned of an itt* 
ferior. quality to the above, wfiich are Wednes- 
bury, theprice is at S*. 6d. pieir^ ton leii for the 
former than the Ittt^n l?fa« distaabe fronf' the 
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rtver Spar at the Trent; toi Oakhan, ortoMaitolt 
Harbooougfay is nearly ih^ same igiotb in dhrlaBcfc 
and lockage, excepting' tbe dificfcnce of Id, per 
ton ksa to Oakham ; yet the cosb from idie somt 
colliery are sold invariably at U, per lK>n less 
at Oakham thtu at Hafboraugh:-*tbia' arises frMi 
the boatmen's vagea . being mon ta.eiBe> thah to 
the Qtbeir place. :» . 

• The general average price of co^ veilings wbole^ 
aale aA Harboixiugh is i9».' 6di. per ton, iafnfl- atOalt- 
ham ai^. 64.. per .ton of ia^Oib. i Th&iwg<$B«sii bf 
the piA-measure opp^eid to thatoF deKvei«jri cieMeb 
that; diffepencei which fbrms the<profit on the^ivt 
costy added to tonnage andi labduragei > •Till' diih 
tance from Oakham to Stamford wiR bo 16! ind^ 
aiod 25} fiom Harborough to Stamford: so that 
coals, grain^ and* albaiticles will be^eoti veyed; const* 
durably cheaper by the Stamfowd Jvfmiian ihiathy 
|he in^iended Harborough litie^notonly in distance^ 
lfi|t nilibourageand lockrduesr Themivigatibfleirf 
the river Nen now improving^ witl suppllmt it-t» 
and from the Grarid Junction* on that Kne at 
Stamfofd. The inference fVom what hs^^ b^n 
said, must then be, that as the n^yig^iion proprie- 
tors fropi theiiver Soar to Oakhai&.iwUiltQ benefited 
in a manner superior .to. tfaeir-roriginalfoaleulation, 
SQfneabateniie^ qughtrtfO^be nwle isitheir. raceSy for 
the additioiu^l a<w£ ^nexpoctodi quasi tittyi' of' tfdte 
i^Piught upop it hyithtt^jS/jim^briii/Kiio/lfMi 
TMfi «ppe!lift^4p iMUoaaUfuithat I aa> fCt^ 



suaded it wiil not be objected to^ wfaett we take 
into account the quantity of grain to Shardk>ir 
in one way, and of coals as a return freight in 
the otben Coals in transito from the west t^ 
the east^ may then be expected to cost^ at Stain- 
ford, at about from !^s. to fi6^. per ton. ' 
-. To this cost^ by proceeding eastward, an addition 
will be made of the lockage at Stamford to the 
river Nen ; ia the navigation of which river, 
tfaeoce to Wisbeach, as there are no locks,^ and 
Ihe tide cdnsiderabiy aids it (flqwing within tet 
aiilea of Peterborough) to Wisbeach, the lock- du^ 
from thence to the river Ouse will be only U. 
per chaldron. The coals conveyed to the interior 
by that river, and in those parte from whence 
corn in^ particular 'will be brought, will be rea- 
sonable in cost of carriage^ on account of the 
reciprocal traffic in grain and coals, and mutual 
exchange of commodities. The sea- coal at the 
ports will cost from 45*. to 50*. per chaldron of 26c wt. 
but if we take the average at 47*. 6d. per chaldron, 
the ton will, at the ports^ cost 35*. 8dL The trans- 
portation from thence to the interior will be attended 

« 

with a greater expence, than in the vessels trading 
through Stamford, by the expence of shifting the 
cargo, whijdi will in this instance be put on board 
at Shard low ibr the whole voyage, till the deli- 
very at atiy district on the Ouse. 

We must ho wever allow that the three ports in the 
Wash will haveashareof thetea*coal trade, thoughit 
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be only>brought for ballast coastwise in vessels occa- 
sionally coming for grain and wool; but their respec- 
tive interior trade for coal, Boston excepted, will be 
chiefly engrossed by means of the Stamford JWi?c*/i0m 
The competition for the supplying of 220,000 tons of 
coals will then be fairly tried between the marine 
and the inland navigation. The price for the former 
may be reckoned at about 56s. 8d. per ton, and for 
the latter, according to the rates to be fixed thereon, 
at from 28^. to 31s. per ton. In fine, should it happen 
that the coal trade be divided amongst the three 
ports of the Wash with the Stamford Junction^ it 
will render the latter a most profitable conqero. 
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SHII^PING, NAVIGATION, &c. 



I CANNOT here refrain from making a few obser- 
rations upon the general subject of our shipping ; 
it has, in fact, an obligatory claim on our attention, 
not only as it is creative of our vast commercial 
^ower and aggrandizement, but as it forms the 
basis of our protecting navies. 

It is a circumstance of peculiar felicity, that the 
projected Stamford Junction concentrates all the 
advantages of calling forth our general capabilities 
through the island, in this important head. 

In the first place^ its navigable facilities will be 
connected with that district of country, where the 
greatest quantity of hemp and flax is grown in the 
kingdom, and sufficiently capable of supplying the 
demand for our naval and commercial fleets^ not 
only in these articles for cord^^ but forsail-clotb 
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also. The latter can be produced^ of native growth, 
6qual to the quantity imported and used in all the 
linens we have imported and hitherto consumed. I 
am not extravagant when I state, that 870,000 
teres of such land will accomplish the whole ob- 
ject, and form a saving to the nation to the amount 
6fat least four millions, which we have paid to our 
enemies for these two articles^ while their produce 
in seeds would make an aggregate of at least four 
and a^Jialf .milUous pounds sterling, to be obtf^ned 
in that district atone. 

By the Stamford Junction^ a fine and new open* 
tng is directly made to a new district, if I may term 
it, as it really is, for ship-timber. This lies not only 
in the counties of Rutland and Leicester, but con* 
li^uous to the Hue through which the whole ex* 
tept of the intended canal will pass to the interior ; 
fmm whence it could not be got to HoH, eYen by 
ttie^TrcBt, except at a cost bejrond its value, or at a* 
price at which they coulcF import such plank and- 
ttmber frem abroad', higih as^ the article has been 
of latie- years. Of course, the inestimable fine 
British oak, wMch floats with our existence and 
independence, ha^not borne in the inferior so kigfa a 
price as/onrf^vfj^r would cost. It has, therefore, from 
t^ wanit of a navigable communication Hire the 
pitesent, beeoi cut tip for. ordinary purposes, to 
which foreignr dr might have been* appropriated at 
a- much lower rate, by means of the intended na- 
vigation-; so that through its medium in this in- 
stance, a treble object will be acquired; the two 
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«8 Jbefore ttjitx^ aMl i^. tihitrd itMltiflg M the 

Cqal andJ^nstqi]^ ftboundio Urge quantities tm 
tbe line^ conntctcut ^tb the iuteBcled Jiinction, 
80 thatipon m:;y be fHtrcfaased at^ cheap rtte ; and 
so weff is it nbwitiatiufict'ured, and at so reason- 
able a price, that we are become exporters, and 
imiepenAmt tif dihier toutetrfe^'*wceeptin*g' • fbt 
tib« fibe sorts of Swedisty, ferpartrcniar brahcftei 



• jji: 



of our manufacture^.' ' ^ " ' * ' 

On account of the enormous* price ofallr sorts of 
navaMtor^s, iheprogreasbf ship-butldiaglHM^biiiWI^ 
as it « must be^ greatly ^beck^d. - In«the British 
£m]Mrej we Were in the |iabit of building, but a 
ftew ybars''ag6y from IS tp 1500 sai[ of eommercial 
vessjpis annually. How ! detpLoirable to see the do- 
clinfi^ when the number ^nd Ipnnage of merchant 
vessels built in the Unit6fl Kingdom, id each year 
cndhtg on th^ first of Janhiary; 'Stbod as/follows ; 

1807' - - - 599lVessch- - 5S,6C6Tons 
1808. • - - 52oi -^ - - ^Tlftfi'lr ,// 
1«09- - • - M - .- -, 45,939 
Bbiton has not heldi the! Ishare df shippings 
to iWtfich^ by* her comiherce";^e might be en- 
titlea. Muqb less hasi Wisbwch enjoyed this 
advautage, tjiough it has the whole extent.-pf 
the river Nen for it|i sujpjply. , If or Lynn, 
though possessing that pf thL river Quse. Hull 
has a^ wide ringe indeed, of- ill thei;]^ Yorkshire 
xivcft^ and hitherto in part theTrent 
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The quantity of shipping belonging to the ports 
in question, was, on the SOth of September^ 1807: 



Vetseli. Tons. 


Navigated by 


Hull . - 704 • - 77,304 


• - 4,332 meii. 


Boston . 154 - - StS^T 


- • 519 


Wiflbeach 83 - - Ull,4 


- - 63 


Lynn - . 143 - - 14,762 


- - «39 



and the following is an accouat ^pf the nun^ber and 
size of vessels built in the year ending 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1 807i at the above ports. 



Vesseb. 




Tom. 


BOSTON., i 


• 


101 


. ■ 1 • 


a 


. •♦ 


1 


-■ 


19 


1 


- 


?1 


1 


- 


9 


1 


• • 


4S-'' 


. 1 . 


WHk 


• « ■ 


1 

ft 


- 


84 


8 




376 


WISBEACH X 


•• 


60 


1 


m 


27 


1 


. . 


. 11 



LYNN • I 
1 

2 



38 

313 
14 

332 



Vessels. 


Tons 


HULL . I - 


363 


1 


104 


A ** 


.« 


1 - 


175 


1 - 


U 


1 - 


45 


1 


330 


1 


4€ 


1 - 


45 


1 


219 


^ 


46 


• 1 - 


46 


1 - 


289 


• 


4S: 


1 - 


ISO 


1 


43 


* ^ 


65 


1 


110 




213 


1 - 


128- 


• * * 


144 


«■! • . 


2S4 



• i ■ 
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holl 



Vessels. 


Tons. 




Vessels* Tons. 


1 


185 


HULL 




46 


j^ ■> 


197 








. 215 


J^ m 


85 








At 


1 


46 








- 266 


1 


U9 








. 275 


•• Jl ^ 


45 








- 301 


1 


47 








- 237 


1 


187 








- 103 


1 


4S 








96 


J^ m 


203 






— . 




^ am 


45 


• 


• 


45 


5923 


1 


50 






~ 








Vessels. 




Tom. 


BOSTON 


■h 


8 


- 


376 


WISBEACH - 


3 


- 


88 


LYNN . 


■■ 


2 


- 


33!^ 


GRIMSBY 


« 


3 


« 


97 


HULL . 


'» 


m 


- 43 


• 


5923 



Total. 



59 



6816 



When the Stamford Junction shall be com- 
pleted, I have no doubt of seeing the ports in the 
Wash participate in a share of the trade with the 
Thames^ but the Humber in particular. 

The port of Boston lies directly opposite the 
heart of the kingdom, and through Stamford, both 
by the river Ncn and the Oakham Canal, it wiH 
participate in the foreign trade of imports and ex- 
ports. It will also share in the export of produce 
and manufactures from the central parts of the king- 

p 
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dom, and be preferable to the precarious navigation 
of the river Trent to Gainsborough, and thence by 
a more darigerous navigation to Hull. Boston^ by its 
immense export of oats to the London market, where 
the greatest share will ever go, must derive great 
advantage to her shipping. In the return freight, 
she can afford to bring back, in lieu of ballast, 
articles of utility and consumption, even for Lei-, 
cestershire, at a cheaper rate through the Stamford^ 
than along the Grand Junction and intended 
Union Canals. 

When we view the object of the enemy, and the 
possible means he may have in his power by the 
approximation of his shores; our coasting and 
foreign trade in the Channel, through Dover Straits, 
may be much annoyed. It is therefore curious, if 
notinteresting, to see the proportion of foreign trade, 
by the number of vessels, their tonnage, andnumber 
of men to navigate the same ; trading to those quar- 
ters lying in the course thereto and therefrom 
"westward of England. This traffic may alto- 
gether, or a great share, at no distant period, go to 
and from the ports on that side of England, viz. 
with the United States of America, foreign colonies 

.1-4 ^— ' 

in America and West Indies, British colonies in 
America and West Indies, East Indies, and Cape 
of Good Hope, Africa^ Gibraltar, Malta, Guern- 
sey, and Ireland, The number, &c. of vessels 
thus trading, in the year 1 807, was, 
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IN WARPS* 

Vessels. Tons. Men. 

British 8462 96U776 58,677 

Foreign 673 172,1 48 7,739 

9135 1,133,924 66,416 



OUTWARDS. 

British 916O 1,044,279 67,814 

Foreign 673 175,261 8,204 



9833 1,219,540 76,018 



The gross amount of the western trade, inwards and outwards : 
1 8,968 vessels. 2,353,464 tons. 142,424 men. 

Of tUe foreign ships, it must be observed, ex- 
cepting about 60 sail inwards, and 7 sail out- 
wards, that the rest belonged to the United 
States of America. So much for the trade oii 
the western side of the island. 

I shall now collect the analysis of the quantity 
of tonnage employed in the easterly trade of 
England only, distinguishing British from Foreign 
shipping. 

In this statement, I also comprize the repeated 
voyages made by the shipping employed, viz. to 
and from Dantzic, Denmark^ Norway, Flanders, 
Germany, Hamburgh, Holland^ Prussia, Russia; 
and Sweden ; in short, all places (Greenland and 
Davis Straights excepted) north of France. . • 
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I 


INWARDS. 






Vessels, Tons. 


Men, 


British 


1766 330,556 


16,010 


foreign 


2270 227,456 


20,550 



4036 558,012 36,560 



PUTWARDS. 



British 
foreign 



1548 
2336 



282,392 
336,159 



13,9H 
17,62S 



SS84 



618,551 31,542 



^-—•— r 



■T," 



Aggregate quanity employed in the eastern continental tr^e 

of England only : 
7920 vessels, 1,176,563 tonst 58,102 m«n. 

It may be asked^ how can this explained divisioQ 
pf thjc commerce of England on its eastern and wesr 
tern sides, app'y to the locality of the ports in the 
JVash Siud on the Stamford Junction ? I shall reply, 
in the first place, that unforeseen possibilities may 
vise, uncontemplatfsd, and consequently unpro- 
Yided foy: secondly, that the natural advantagea; 
and the considerations already stated of interme- 
f^9,tc positions between the Humber and the^ames, 
jgjd ijnmeflij^te contiguity to the heart of the 
^^ingdom, muat, by. proper care ^ad attention, 
Ipaeuse the ports of Boston and Wisbeach to be 
places of increasing importance. These are gra? 
tifying pxospects^ fpf tbo^e ports, and they are 
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founded upon solid principles. They are, how- 
ever, dependent upon the energy and enterprize 
of the present or future residents, who, seeing 
these important advantages in store, may be led 
to cultivate tbem. 

Some calculation may be formed for the future, 
by an analysis of the past, even under all its dis- 
advantages, and the difficulties of the present 
moment. I have abstracted the number of ves-^ 
sels and their tonnage, which entered inwards 
and cleared outwards^ in the several ports on the 
^est coast of England, from Liverpool inclusive 
to the northward ; and likewise to and from the 
cast coast, from Lyn^ Regis in Norfolk inclu** 
sive, t© the northward. All to, qr from any part 
of the continent of Europe, situate north Qr 
porth-eastward of Holland, fpr 5 years, ending 
5th of January 1 806, via. 





II^WAUDS. 


OUTWARDS. 




Vessels. 


Tons. 


Vessels. Tons. 


ISO? 


469 . 


9^.^*3 . 


4a6 101,999 


1803 


446 


96,76s 


420 87,551 


1«04 


945 


8t,054 


369 89,544 


1805 


383 


S4»06l 


406 S3,22S 


1806 


420 


88,454 


. 520 109,990 

• • • * • • 



Avera^ or5 3'ear8 ^12 8^,532 440 ^,4i5T 

The aggregate. quanti^ of shipping chiefly from lirerpool, HiiD| 

^d the Wash; 

Vessels. Tons. 
Inwards • . , ,.« , 4 . 412 .88,528 
Outwards , . . . . ^ . 440 94^45? 



«*■ 



Total 8^ I82,9$a 
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To sum Up the general and particular view 
now given of the shipping, trade, and navigation 
of England only ; when the whole is duly con- 
sidered, the circuitous route experienced hither- 
to by a great part of the trade both by the 
Humberand Thames; when these disadvantages are 
contrasted with the direct, speedy and secure 
conveyance through the Stamford Junction, 
and likewise by the Nen ; it is certainly an in- 
ference both just and natural, that a very con- 
siderable quantity of additional tonnage^ in the way 
of foreign imports and exports, will assuredly 
pass and repass through these new projected in- 
terior channels, to a very considerable extent, of 
the interior manufacturing districts. A share of 
the foreign and domestic imports and exports 
of Hull, through the projected canals to Boston 
and Wisbeach, must be a natural consequence also, 
when we cast our eyes upon the map, and observe 
the great distance from Hull to the manufactu- 
ring and trading districts in the centre of the 
kingdom. This, occasioned by the long, tedious, 
and precarious river navigation of the Trent, sub- 
ject to droughts in summer; to frosts, and likewise 
floods, at other seasons of the year ; the Stam* 
ford Junction Canal, directly opposite, will obvi- 
ate these difficulties to and from the ports of the 
Wash, in all but frosty periods. 

That this suggestion may not be deemed spe- 
culative, but confirmatory of the sentiments I 
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have advanced, I here subjoin the revenue of the 
river Trent navigation, between Gainsborough 
and Shardlow, the tolls of which are very mode- 
rate, yet at the same time amount to a considerable 
sum. 

They were as follows : 
In 1802 - - ,£.7,259 6 3 

1803 - - 6,i27 8 4 

1804 - ^ 7,421 6 6 

1805 - • «,7()2 11 5 
180S - - 7,343 9 7 
1807 - " 7,191 14 9 

A moiety of this may be expected by the in- 
tended Stamford Junction Navigation Company^ 
so soon as the laudable effort is completed. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 



HAVING classified, under distinct heads of 
explanation^ the most important subjects con- 
nected with my general views, I come now 
finally to impress the possible advantages deduci- 
ble from my plans being put into practice. 
Upon my commencing observations relative to the 
general, political, and commercial system, I leave 
the legislature of the country to decide. I can- 
not, however, resist the mention of a pretty wide 
elucidation being thrown on those generally in- 
teresting subjects,^ by the developement of facts, 
heretofore unknown, or rather confined. 

It will be observable, that in the course of my 
suggestions, Ihave dwelt chiefly upon the principle 
of our general trade, emanating only from two 
lattral points of the island^ namely, the eastern 
and the western. That such a stricture may pos- 
sibly occur from the prospects on the European 
continent, as well as the American, is highly 
probable. It will therefore be gratifying, from a 
knowledge of the tonnage in shipping employed 
in the trade on each side of the island^ to (calculate 
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the probable share in value, which will pass through 
the inland navigation from port to port. I also 
point out the amount in value of the aggregate 
trade of the country, on the east and on the west, 
which I have stated in the three years previous to 
the American embargo, and the subjugation of 
Germany, Prussia, and the northern powers. The 
first is : 

Stale of the Trade from the Westward side of the Island of 

Great Britain. 



Imported in ISO^. 

Southern European 

produce - - - ^.2,324,542 

Colunial and Ameri- 
can pro luce 

Irish produce and 
manufactures 

Sundries - - - - 

Prize goods - - 

£Mt- India goods - 



1805. 



180&* 



2,974,249 2,642,74fO 



10,128,741 9,520,128 12,085,899 



2,693,745 

1,215,698 
1»970,523 
5,214,6*21 



2,980,493 3,245,7« 

1,229,531 1,482,870 

1,141,710 735,9S8 

6,072,160 ZjD5y39^ 



£. 23,547,870 23,919,271 23,948,585 



Of which re-exported 

Eest^Jndia goods - 3,7^0,695 

Colonial and Ameri- 
can produce - - 

Irish produce and 
manufactures 

Sundries, including 
Prize goods - - 



3,582,999 

S97.977 

2,24 V, 068 



British produce and 
manufactures ex- 
ported to all places (^<23,935,79S 
in the same years. 



3,147,782 2,667,4W 

3,957,994 4,366,95$ 



400,808 



333,44S 



1,898,598 1,024,189 



^.9,98+739 9,345,182 8,391,996 



25,004,337 27,403,653 
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From Great Britain eastward, or the parts 
north-eastward, to wliich a great share of the 
above amount was re-exported, were Holland, 
Germany, and all the powers around the Baltic, 
l^rom these quarters was imported into Great 
Britain in northern produce and manufactures, 
ip the same years, in amount, via.— 

From the East. 

1804. 1805. 1806. 

Produce and manufactures, 4,233,277 4,404,805 4,113,402 
Of Corn and Grain, 9«3,696 1,534,243 318,552 

.£.5,156,973 5,939,048 4 431,754 

Of ^bich, foreign ^ 
European produce > ^' 530,835 605,326 732,483 

re*exported, j 

Such is the view we may take of the probable^ 
conveyance of foreign and our own products^ 
Tlio^e on the eastern being transported inland, to 
the western ports for re-exportation, and vice 
vcTAa, the importation into the western transport- 
ed through the interior to the eastern ports for 
exportation, by the system of navigable connec- 
tion upon which I have spokqn, and which will, 
by '4 concentivc power, form as it were new 
hearts and new pulses for the various districts of 
tbe kingdom. 

The great efforts I have made in this way upon 
a basis neither so explained before, nor so strik- 
ingly illustrated, will, I trust, shew to every im- 
partial mind, that I was not superficial in my 
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judgment in my first views, nor inefficient in 
industry and research to realize them. 

I^erhaps there are few if any parts of the three 
kingdoms, which present to the geographic eye 
k district better adapted, from its comprehension 
of pbfts, than the inlet of the JVash, betwixt 
the Thames and Humber, than Stamford. It is 
connected with the grazing counties, and leads 
directly to the heart of the kingdom in the midst 
of the manufacturing districts. It is a line of 
navigable communication, neither superseding, 
nor anticipating endeavours to oppose progress 
in the undertakings which have been, or can be 
of avail. 

I have not only, as will be seen, connected th^ 
produce of the soil of the various counties through 
which the line will pass, but by tables shewn the 
probable relation, by retrospect in prospect b6- 
tween their produce and traffic mutually. To this 
I shall presently subjoin some general details, for 
the commercial body and enterprising part of men. 
The whole will form a general view, which, with 
what I have already given of the corn and .<JOal 
trades, shipping interests, foreign and domestic 
imports and exports, &c. &c. will enable the 
reader to make a pretty accurate estimate for him- 
self of the probable results, after he has perused 
the following details as immediately interesting 
to the Stamford intended Navigation. 

Not far distant from Stamford, and imincdiatery 
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on the intended line of the Navigation, is as fine 
STOisTE as any in the kingdom, fit for every useful 
and ornamental purpose. Very considerable quanti- 
ties of this article are conveyed coastwise even from 
Yorkshire, and also from Portland, paying a 
coasting duty, which, with slate, amounted, in 

1806 to - - - -£34.719 18 8 

1807 to - . .. 32,532 5 9 

1808 to - - - 32,967 12 5 
Slate is likewise here in abundance^ so that very 

considerable quantities to the Fen countries, will 
be conveyed through Stamford, and the various 
branches eastward by means of this canal, as well 
as considerable quantities of such fine stone, to 
be conveyed no doubt coastwise. 

Lime can, by means of this canal, be had in 
the greatest plenty, and at the most reasonable 
rate, to the great benefit and improvement of the 
low countries, where at present they have it from 
remote distances. 

Salt will form no inconsiderable article, from 
the, salt-works in Cheshire> when we are cut off 
from external supplies. By this channel our 
. domestic produce of that article for exportation, 
in difficult times of war, may be very considerable ; 
through the navigations from the westward to 
Hull, near 60,000 tons last year was transported : 
but this is casual. 

Wool in considerable quantities, from Leicester- 
shire and Riitland,^nd along the line, will be brought, 
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in large quantities for Leeds, Wakefield, and 
that woollen manufacturing district. It will go 
by way of Boston, the Witham, Trent, &c, and 
thus avoid the trouble and expence of being 
landed, reweighed, &c. at the Custom -House, 
as is the case if transported by marine navigation. 

TiijBER can be brought down from the interior 
for ship-building. Foreign fir, &c. in return for 
building, and ordinary domestic purposes. 

Hemp, flax, and seeds, from the low countries, 
can be conveyed to the interior, exclusive of 
what may be imported by way of Boston, instead 
of Hull, for the same parts. 

Iron, the manufacture of the western districts, 
can be brought to the ports and eastern interior. 
Wines, spirits, ale, porter, and beer. 
Groceries, from London and Liverpool, which- 
ever is the cheapest market, will be easily conveyed 
to the counties of Rutland and Leicester, and ad- 
jacent districts, where the Grand Junction and 
Nen do not approach. 

From the manufacturing districts of the interior, 
of their produce or manufactures upon the line of 
this canal, and its collateral communications, the 
tonnage which may be conveyed thereon not only 
for domestic use in the eastern districts, but for 
exportation from Boston, in preference to the 
circuitous route by the Trent and Humber to 
Hull, must be considerable. That] some estimate 
may be formed of the amount, I refer to the pre- 
ceding section, where the tonnage arising from the 
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trade on the Trent betwixt Shardlow and Gains- 
borough, is found to average upwards of 7000/. 
'sterling per annum, which is chiefly a precarious 
liver navigation course, — the tonnage very low. A 
share of this will pass througli the Stamford line, or 
its navigable branches. 

In domestic articles of exi^ortation it is 
almost impossible to enumerate the tonnage or 
amount correctly, being so various in denomina- 
tion, and some in packages of great value and 
little compass; but as the importation can be 
more accurately ascertained, I have subjoined 
details under that head into Hull^ Boston, and 
Lynn, of the principal articles only, as data upon 
which may be founded some calculation of that 
share of trade to Hull. For the interior which pro- 
bably will come to Boston, botli upon the Nen, 
as well as along Oakham, &c. the following will 
suffice. [See the Table in the AppenduvJ] 

I sliall not pretend to estimate the cost or pro- 
bable expence of effecting the described intended 
navigable junctions, pjarticularly as it falls within 
the province of a professed engineer, who will, ere 
long, no doubt present his report. 

I shall, however, venture to speak of the probable 
tonnage to raise the revenue, so far as my research 
enables me to meet that estimate when published. 
The attention I have paid to the subject will, I 
trtnst, be admitted, from what I have already de- 
tailed; but a vast deal of most iBteresting mi- 
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nutiac. I have kept in re-serve till the mcment ar- 
rives in which it nmy be expedient to discuss tUe 
topics respectively belonging to the general project, 

I give it as a mere jnatter of opinion only, that 
the aggregate quantity of tonnage possible to pas9 
and repass to and from Oakham to Stamford, m>d. 
in the same manner on the Nen Junction, as well as 
to and from Boston'and Spalding to Stamford^ may, 
when the whole undertaking is completed, an4 
easily practicable in the navigation ; including the 
coal, the grain, and various other articles enu- 
merated, contributing to the revenue, possibly 
amount to about 200,000 tons, at the most 
moderate estimate, in the first instance. This 
depends however so much upon circumstances, 
and some expedient arrangements being judici- 
ously executed, that it is unnecessary here to 
point out, till th« progress in the undertaking re- 
quires it. 

In drawing towards a conclusion, however, I 
cannot resist the inclination to observe, that al- 
though I originated the design of which I have 
treated, and have spared no personal exertion, or 
individual expence, to bring the undertaking toits 
present advanced state ; I feel no small gratifica- 
tion, I must own, that- subscriptions for the sup- 
posed sum probably to be required for its exe- 
cution, were so quickly filled up from my sugges- 
tions, without any prospectus or public statements. 

What I have stated relative to the whole of the 
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intended Stamford Navigation^ ariseiout of my own 
individual views and ideas, without any communica- 
tion with or information from the Stamford commit- 
tee upon the subject. Any error of judgment, or 
unintentional inaccuracy of detail, if any, must be 
attributed solely to myself. I therefore, upon a prin- 
cipleof justice, completely exonerate the other mem- 
bers of that committee from any imputation, which 
their views for the welfare of the concern might, 
without this plain but candid declaration, be passed 
on them by the subscribers or others interested, in 
any future discussion, which, in the progress of 
obtaining an act, and in the execution of the con- 
cern, most probably will in the nature of things 
take place. 

To conclude this hasty sketch, I shall presume 
to notice the bandied reflections, now almost be- 
come proverbial, and usually cast upon persons 
projcptingy or officially concerned in the execution 
of similar public undertakings. It is fatally ax- 
iomatic in concerns plentifully gifted with returns 
for public benefit, and private advantage, that 
they are often marred, as we have but too many 
instances in the kingdom (and at this moment no 
less than three infantine public projects are so), 
not by the projectors themselves, but by the self- 
ishness and parrow policy of those invited to an 
immediate share in the participation of interest. 
This is the lamentable result of a want of public 
guardianship being independently exercised over 
the views of those who look only to private emo-^ 
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lament, not from the pecuniary amount of their 
investiture in tlie concern, but frequently from the 
advantage to be made by it otherwise. 

As the prime mover, and special parent of this 
project, my utmost vigilance shall invariably con- 
tinueasltrust it willbe admitted ithashithertodone, 
to the least apparent interference of private views 
in its concerns with its original intent ; namely, 
the general benefit of Stamford and its vicinage. 
My personal and private attachments shall not mi- 
litate against my public responsibiHty and duty. 
Feeling therefore as I do, I submit to the public 
the fostering care of the undertaking. 



[ 123 3 



POSTSCRIPT. 



I HAVE said, in a former part of this work, that 
through the recusant system pursued by the United 
States of America, we now act for ourselyes^, ia 
opening a primary market for our commodities. 
Of this, there can be no greater proof given in 
confirmation, than the following statement, which 
is only just now laid before the House of Com- 
mons, and may be considered as accurate. 

It will clearly be se6n that this document is so far 
important, as that it completely bears me out in 
my statement of the trade and interests of the 
United States of America already given, (p. 1 1, 
14, & 21.) 
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In the same papers just nozv laid upon the table 
of the House of Commons, is an account of the 
real value of the principal articles, of the produce 
of the United States of America imported into 
England, in the following years, ending the 10th 
of October in each year, viz. 

1807 - - - -£.4.88 1,6 14 

1808 - - - 8,478.532 

1809 - - - 4,383,508 

and ofthQvery same articles imported from all other 
countries, (except the East Indies and China,) 

1807 - - - ^.6,758,558 

1808 - - - 4,()63,p51 

1809 - - - 7,964, 1]6 t 
which is likewise confirmative of my former 
assertion, that we can be supplied with the very 
same articles, in quantities adequate to our demand, 
from other quarters than the United States, and 
therefore, that the longer the Americans continue 
aloof from amicable intercourse, the less favour- 
able it will eventually be to their own interests. 

Amongst the same statements, the following 
are abstracted, relative to the situation of the Bri- 
tish trade, to the present moment^ likewise bear- 
ing out my suggestions in the former part of this 
work; not as demonstrative of a solid increase 
of our national prosperity, but rather a suddett 
ebullition arising from the causes stated. 

To this may be added, that, in consequence of 
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a considerable profit in the previous year on the 
importation of the superabundant produce of the 
enemy, the last year's importation has infinitely 
exceeded the possible domestic consumption, or 
foreign exportation. The consequence will be^ 
a stagnation in our trade for a time^ and domestic 
embarrassment. 

Excepting East-India and China goods, the 
following is an account of the importation and 
exportation of Great Britain, in three quarters, 
each ending 10th October, in each of the follow- 
ing years. 



Importation : 



Foreign and Ck>lonikl 
produce - - - 

Irish produce and 
manufactures 


1807. 
17,075,159 
3,643,237 
19,717,396 


1808. 

14,462,739 

3,191,792 


1809. 

19,808,198 

2,656;677 


Total £. 


17,654,531 


22,464,875 



Exportation : 

foreign and Colonial 
Goods - - - - 
,4ritish produce and 
. ttiatiuSfaCtures 



Total £. 



7,876,763 
21,124,014 



29,000,782 



5,970,877 
19,660,063 



25,^30,940 



11,693,178 
28,130,926 



39,824,104 
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MR. TEfiFORD'S REPORT 

TO THE 

COMMITTEE, AT STAMFORD, OF THE INTENDED JUNC- 
TION NAVIGATION COMPANY. 

1810. 

^^ HAVING, in compliance with the directions of 
the Committee, carefully examined the Districts of Coun- 
try, extending from Stamford Westwardly to Okeham, and 
Eastwardly to Peterborough, Spalding, the FossDyke, and 
Boston ; — I shall state my ideas with regard to the sundry 
Lines of Inland Navigation, which appear best calculated 
to promote the most perfect intercourse, and, consequently, 
the general prosperity of the Country. 

*^ The whole of Leicestershire being already intersected 
from North itq South by an Inland Navigation, and also 
from West to East by a Line of Canal, passing by MeUoa 
Mowbray* to Okeham, in Rutlandshire, there now only 
remains to be considered and determined, the most ad* 
Tisable mode of proceeding from the last point, Eastwardly, 
to the Ports situated upon the great Bay or Inlet, called the 
Wash ; ftnd thereby opening a direct and commodious 
Communication with a Point oh the East Coast, nearly 
centrical between the Trent and the Thames. 
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*' The town of Okebam^ at which the last-mentioned 
Canal terminates^ being situated upon the summit of the 
Kidgeof Land, which occupies this part of the Country, 
and from which the adjacent streams have their course ta 
the River Welland, affords an opportunity of choosing a 
Line of Canal, either down theRiverWash^or Guash, which 
falls into the River Welland about aMile and a Half below 
Stamford Bridge ; or down the River Chater, which unites 
with the Welland about two Miles and a Half above 
Stamford* 

•' The River Wash, occupying the Valley nearest to 
the Town of Okeham, has induced Mr. Wbitworth, in bis 
Survey, to follow tbat Stream to its junction with the 
Welland ; but by that Line, though sufficiently regular in its 
rfccent, being obliged to skirt the North Side of the high 
Rirfge of Land, which lies to the North of Stamford, an awk- 
ward circuity is created before it can reach the Town, so 
that the distance by the Navigation between Stamford and 
Okebam would be nearly nineteen Miles. 

"In proceeding from the Sea -Coast to the Interior of the 
Country, the Vessels, navigating that Line, must either pass 
at the distance of about one Mile and a Half from Stam- 
ford ; or, having come up to the Town, must return the 
same distance, along the same Line, to get into the Valley 
of the Wash. 

••These circumstances, in my opinion, render that Line 
objectionable, and inferior to another Line which may be 
obtained by means which Mr, Whitworthhas himself part- 
)y pointed out. This is by continuing the head Level from 
Okeham over the South Field, along the before-mentioned 
Line, about a Mile and a Quarter from Okeham ; and from 



tbenoe^ instead of locking dowii the Wash V alley^ to cdntintfe 
through EgietoD into Gatithorpe,and there locking down to 
reduce the embankmentacross the Wash Valley, «o that the 
cottixig through the Ridge, at Martinsthorpe, shall afford 
earth sufficient for its construction. This will enable the 
Line to be carried into the Chater Valley, without being 
encumbered with a Tunnel^ which Mr. Whitworth, from a 
cursory view> apprehended necessary. The Valley between 
Gunthorpe and Martinstborpe will also be a convenient 
place to receive the Feeder from the Reservoir proposed to 
be formed at Braunston. 

''.This Line, having croissed the Ridge fit &f artihstfaorp<^^ 
should be locked down nearly to the bottom of the Valley 
of the Chater, and be carried down the North Side, to near 
Ketton> where, in order to avoid the Village, it should 
cross to the South Side of the Valley. After passing the 
Village, it must again be brought to the North Side, and bd 
continued to the most favorable Point f6r crossing the 
River Welland, below where the Ghater has fallen into it* 
After crossingtheWellandytheLineshould be carried along 
'the Skirts of theWood, as nearly as possible, in the division 
between the Uplands and the Meadows, and it should fall 
into the Ri verabove Stamford Bridge, in the mo«t convenient 
way, to enable Wharfs to be formed on each side of thei 
River. For accomplishing this objectche opportunities are 
ample, without Interfering with Buildings. I prefer tirtf 
South Bank of the River Welland> from neal» the jtinctiod 
of the Chater, because it- is more favorable ground fdr 
a Canal than the North Bank, which is composed of loose 
Rock; and because^ If the proposed Linfe to ' Har- 
borough be executed, the laatHnentioned two Miles an4 
an Half would answer the purposes of both Naviga- 
tions. The Length of the Lhiei betwe^ Stamford m^i 

i 
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Okeham> as nearly as I can at present make oiit^ would 
not exceed fifteen Miles^ being shorter than the Line 
laid down by Mr. Whitworth by four Miles. Besides^ 
that this Line arrives at Stamford, from Okeharo/ by a 
shorter distance than the other ; it will be more satisfactory 
to the principal Land Owners in the County of Rutland ; it 
bears more equally upon the general population of that 
County thsin the other does ; and it will for ever fix, more 
directly, the intercourse by Inland Navigation through the 
Town of Stamford. 

" Proceeding from Stamford towards the Sea Coast, it 
will be riece'sdary to continue upon, and improve the' present 
Navigation of the Welland to the second Lock, being a 
distance of about three Miles ; but, from thence to the Sea^ 
it will cost more to render the Old Navigation perfect, 
and acquire a proper Outlet to, the Sea, than will construct 
an entirely new Canal Navigation to the Town of Boston. ' 

^* I am therefore of opinion, that, at or near the second 
Lock, a Line of Canal should depart from the North Bank 
of the Welland, and, passing along a Line between the 
Uplands and the Meadows to the Westward of Taliingtoa, 
and immediately Eastward of Barholm, to the West of 
Kate's Bridge, — ^it should enter the Car Dyke, along which 
it should be carried, until that ancient work approaches the 
South Forty-foot Drain ;-^and opposite Billingborough, or. 
Horbling, and then should proceed along that excellent 
Drain, to th« Town of Boston. 

. " From the Welland to Car Dyke, an entirely new Canal 
must be formed. Its passing, as much as practicable, be- 
tween the Uplands and Meadows, will be favorable to the 
adjoining propeitieti gnd afford good ground for the ne^ 
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cessary works. Along the Car Dyke» in many placet, it 
ba3 been preserved as a Drain, and will beconnie a part of 
the proposed Navigation. It will then also form a more 
perfect boundary tothe fields which have always been sepa- 
rated by hy and, when they are accommodated by necessary 
Bridges, the adjacent properties will.be much improved. 
sAlong the South Forty-foot Drain, with the exceptioa 
of deepening its bottom, from half a yard to two feet, and 
widening the Lock at Boston, to suit the breadlh and draft 
of Vessels which navigate the Leicestershire Canals, very 
little more is required to render it an excellent Navigation* 

^f By the Canal Line being carried along the Car Dyke^ 
it will n6t at all interfere with the Navigations of the Riverf 
Glen and Bourne, because it passes above the places where 
those Navigations terminate ; and, as the waters of those 
Rivers will be passed under the Canal, no apprehensiona 
can be entertained that their usual supplies will be lessened, 

f 'The River Welland cannot b^ injured, because, during 
Winter and Rainy Seasons, the superabundance of Water 
will be more than sufficient for all purposes : and, jq dry 
Seasons, as the Supplies of Water for this Navigation are 
proposed to be drawn from Reservoirs, situated near the 
Summits of the Country, they will be s passed through 
Locks, in the Upper Country, which are at least.double the 
Depth of those in the Lower Country, so that, unless there' 
18, more than double the quantity of business in the Fens, to 
what is carried, through the Upper Country, no additional 
Water can be required. Besides, the Leakage from the- 
Upper Locks will be much more than from the lower ones, 
consequently the Surplus Water must fall into the Welland. 

'f Tlie South Forty-foot DwinJProprietQW will ha^e no 
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afipi-eheiimons of too greitt Increase of Water in tbetf 
Drain, when they consuier the Interest thtCaual Proprietors 
mil have to preserve their Water, by constructing very 
fhallow and perfect Locks^ and by adding to this, the great 
extent of Surface e&ck Loclcfuli has to spread over, and the 
rjBgulation which will be eonstantly taking place by the 
Jjock at Boston. 

. . '^ The Conservators of the Port and Haven of Boston, 
besides the certain prospect they will have of increasing the 
prosperity of the place, mast be sensible of the evident 
advantage of deriving additional supplies of Water to assist 
inrscburing out and oiaintaining the Bed of the River be-r 
tween Boston and the Sea* 

'^ Thecommunication between Stamford and Boston, by 
passing along the Line of Division between the Upland and 
"Eta Oountiries, where the most populous Market Towns and ' 
Villages are situated, will(exclusively of the thorough trade) 
be of great advantage to all the District of Country through 
wilfcb it passes, and afford adequate tonnage dues in return ; ' 
ffo that, upon the whole, this appears to be an improvement 
^bich will be generally beneficial, and will in^rfere, as lit« 
fh a$ possible, with any establishejd rights. 

*^ In order to render the Inland Navigation of this Di»- 
tii<c^ of Cosnrry,'and the Connections with the Interior 
JMbtri^ more perfect, «nd to afford a iair competition of 
l^Mcal advantages, I aot of opinion that a Canal should be 
caiti^ betweeh the Welland and the Nen : and the Country 
app<6ars to be particolarly fi^vpirabie for this junction. 
Thi6 Libe should depart from* the Weliand precisely wherjs 
%he branch to Boston does, and in a manner similar thereto. 
}i fhoilU be carridi in 6 Line4itiding the Upland ffocA th^ 



Flat Countiy, and terminatuig at or near Petecboroogb. By ' 
these means^tbe elevation would be small; and proper ground 
would be obtained for the Canal Works : and the Canal^ 
being supplied with Waters^ which now pass partly intotb6 
Welland, and partly into the Nen, those waters would bt 
turned by Lockage to the respective Rivers^ so as to injure' 
nieither. The Country, through whibb the Canal would pasfy 
is very populous, and requires this communication : and the 
towns, and whole population of the Valleys of the WellavMt 
and the Nen, would thereby have an opportunity afforded 
them to benefit by the Navigation of all the Rivers which 
fall into the great Bay— with the choice of such of them as 
should best suit their interest and conveniency. 

» 
^' Having, I trust, stated satisfactory reasons why the 
former surveyed Line of Canal should be abandoned, and 
having hitherto been enabled toiecommend other Lines only 
from a general Inspection of the Country, the Committee 
will readily conceive, that, until regular and careful Surveys 
and Sections have been made of the new Lines, it is im- 
possible for me to enter into a more minute detail, either with 
regard to the precise situation of the Lines, or the nature 
€f[ the works required, or to form any oorrect fisdmate of 
the Expence. But if it be judged advisable, after thii^* 
general explanation, to authorise me to proceed in getting 
these Surveys and Seetbns made, no time shall b6 lost in 
performing the Service, and* furnishing the Committee with 
all necessary data, for making an application to Parliameiiti< 

''lBthemeantime,Imayventureto>stiiCe>that,ialthoagh 
from .the Quantity of Lockage necessary to ascend to the 
Canals^ already made «pon the Summit of the Country, the 
Eixpence of the Line from Stamford to Okebam will be 
fully equal to the general Average. <tfCani^ ^ similar 
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Dimensions ; yet those frotn Stamford towards Boston and 
Peterborough, from their small Elevations--^the favorable 
nature of th^ Ground — and from haTing, in the South 
Fbrty-foot Drain, about fifteen Miles of Canal nearly 
complete, as well as great Facilities in the Car Dyke, will 
be greatly under the general Average of Expence ; so that, 
upon the whole Scheme (embracing an Inland Navigation 
of from €0 to 70 Miles) taking into view its extensive 
Connections, there appears a fair Prospect of ample Remu- 
neration for the Adventurers. 



•'THOMAS TELFORD, 



» 



Stamford, 8th Jan. 1810. 
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Extract from Har rod's History of Stamford^ pub- 
lished in 1 785, relative to the Navigation from 
Stamford to Market ^Deeping. Vol ii. p. 427, 
and Appendik. 

'/ IN the rejgn of . James. L letters patent were grantedby * 
af]^ act , made in the r.eign of. Queen Elizabeth for. the', 
nsaking of the river Welland navigable ; and in ,1.664, articles 
ojT agreement were mad^ between the aldermen and buivi 
gesses of St£anford^ and Daniel Wigmore^ gent, concerning ; 
the making of it navigable. 

'^ And on the £Oth of September following, a lease was 
granted by the town to Mr. Wigmore, of the said river, for: 
fourscore years, jat the rent of twelve-pence a year, giving 
thereby the same privileges ^nd liberties to him for that terqt^ 
of years as. was before graot<^ to tbem» . 
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"This new rive rvas completed i>y. Mn Wigmorei and the 
lease came afterwards into the hand^ of Charles Halford^ 
esq. who desired to surrender it, petitioning the corporation, 
that in consequence of the great expence Mr. Wigmore 
bad been at in finishing this undertaking, they would grant 
bim a new one, with the power of rente wing the same every 
foiirscpre years, paying them for every such lease 100/. 
which was granted. The property-of the river next came 
into the hands of a Mr. Feast, but is now the property of 
Edward Buckley, esq. who applied to the corporation 
in 1784, for a further renewal of his lease, which hesitated 
in complying with bis request, and consulted eminent coun- 
cil) who conclude their opinionr thus : * But if the corpora- 
tion desire to have the opinion of the court of chanoeiy 
apon the question, it may be obtained at a moderate 
expence, as there cannot be any disputed facts in the 
cause/ 

^^Mr. Buckley has lately granted a lease of the river to 
Sfr* Alderman Smith, for £7 years, 

'^ It appears^ to me very unjust and absurd, that any corpo*- 
tnHoti should be empowered to grant perpetual leases; and 
deprive their successors of any advantage that might arise 
from the alteratibn of times or circumstances : the time 
ought at least to be limited to the longest liver of tUe 
^ranters. 

*• If corporations have the liberty of granting perpetual 
leases, they enjoy more power than even kings could secure, 
who bave endeavoured fn vain to bind their successors. 

^ The beginning of (he act respecting the navigation of 
4ie river, recites, that it was granted through the petition, 
not only of t)ie corpdratioOt bot of die iababitaots in 
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general; not only for the good^ of the town, but of the 
conntry also ; and that the corporation were in trust for 
this general advantage : had his most sacred majesty 
imagined the corporation would have ever slighted this 
particular mark of royal favor, he would no doubt have 
given directions, in such a case, for the profits arising from 
the said river to be applied to the use of his heirs or sut* 
eessors. 

'^ In m former history of Stamford^ it Js asserted that tJie 
corporation has granted a lease, with power of renewing the 
same every foursoore yean, paying them for every such 
lee^s 100/. It may be asked, whence did they derivie ^bat 
y9Wi^ti eyen admitting ibat they copld compel their ^c- 
oe^sors to renew the lease^ could they compel them to grunt 
it on.terms of tbeir awn prescribiogr 
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"There seems to be a material difference between the giving 
houses, lauds, &c. to a corporation for the use of a corpo* 
ration alone, and the giving them in trusty to a corporation 
for theirs and the common good also \ because in the for- 
mer case the corporation have a right to sell or even to give 
aWay ; but in the latter case, they can have no such right, 
because others have a share in the property ; it is therefore 
the dujty and interest of the corporation, in tHe latter case, 
tp promote the common wdfare/f ^ . . 
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THE NAVIGATION 
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THE neTigatioQ of the river Ncn from Wisbeach to 
Nortlutmpton is 107| miles : This naTigatioa is divided into 
three districts, or divisions — the first of which is from 
Peterboroogfa to OuiMUe^ the second from Oaadle to 
Thrapstone, and the third from Thrapstone to North- 
ampton. But with a view to a more accm'tte deliaeation, 
I have subjoined a detailed account of the locks, and their 
respective distances^ including the tolls, from Wisbeach to 
Northampton, in that course. 

The first, or eastern di8trict,,of the Nen is the sole pro- 
perty of Wright Thomas Squire, Esq. of Peterborough. 
The second, or middle district, is the property of Daniel 
Yorke, Esq. of Farming- Woods ; and the third, or western 
district is the property of 37 proprietors or share-holders. 
These latter hold li7 shares, which amount to 6,653/. for 
which they receive an annual interest of about 4 per cent. 

The principal trade upon the Nen is in coal, timber, deals, 
iron, wine, and liquors. Theionnageor toll from Peter- 
borough to Northampton is6s.4(f. per ton; and on the railway 
thence to the Grand Junction is 1«. per ton. The freight 
cannot be accurately stated, being according to the demaad 

T 
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for vessels and the season of the year. The number of ton* 
annually delivered at the wharfs from Peterborough to 
Northampton, including the town of Northampton, is 
tiearly ten thousand. Upon opening a communication with 
the port of Boston^ by a navigation from the river Welland 
at Stamford^ to the Nen,the trade will be considerably in- 
creased on the Nen, particularly the coal-trade, as coals 
may be purchased at a less price at Stamford than at any port 
or place fix>m whence the sea-coal used in the county of 
Northampton has formerly been brought. 

There is a rail-road from Northampton^ which joins the 
Nen with the Grand Junction Canal, at Blisworth^ nearly 
five miles in length. But a canal is now going to be formed 
in lieu of it by the Grand Junction Company* from their 
caoal^ to join the Nen at Nortliampton ; so that merchan- 
dize will go from and come to Stamford, in the tame 
vessels to and from London or Birmingham. 



I^abigatiott 

FROM WISBEACH TO NORTHAMPTON, AND THE 

GRAND JUNCTION CANaL., 



Miles. 



From Wisbeach to 

Orton Staunch — 
Allwalton Lock - 
Waternewton ditto 
Wansford ditto - 
Yarrell Staunch 
Elton Lock - 
Warmington Staunch 4 1 
Berry Lock - - 44 
Catterstock Staunch 46 



23 
28 
SO 
34 
36 
;»8f 



Pence. 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2J 



\ 



Charge per Ton 
or Chaldron, Jrom 
the former place to 
Oundle, Is. 6d* 
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Mileis. 
48 - 
30 
53 . 

5n - 
57 - 



PtmCn 
3\ 



3 
3 
3 



Charge per Tom^ 
\ or ChaUiron^ t9 ike 
tatter place , l$(kU 



\ 



62 
(55 

6 

69 

73 

74 

77 

79 
83 

83 

87 

- 68 



3 



> 



L Is-I \d.per Tonnr 
' C/ialdrom 



To Ashton Lock - 

Barnwell Staunch - 

Barnwell Lock - - 

liilford Staunch - - 

Wad nock Lock - - 
Thorp Staunch 
Titch marsh Lock 

Isiip ditto - . - 

Dinibrd Lock - , 
Woodford ditto - - 
Ringstead ditto - - 
Cotton ditto - - - 
ArtleboroiiSfh Staunch 
Higham Lock - - 
Ditchford Staunch - 
Ditch ford Lock - - 
WiHingboro' Staunch 
AJ'^illingboro' Lpck 

Darrington Lock - 
Hardwater ditto 
Craddick ditto 
Wtiie Mills ditto 
Whiston ditto - « 
Cockney ditto - • 
Billing ditto - ■ 
Houghton ditto 
Barton Mills ditto 
Abbington ditto 
Rushmill ditto 
Northampton ditto - 107^ 

Northampton to Blhworth, on the Grand Junction^ i$ « 
liail'Way^ about 5 mik^y and Is. per torn. 

Recapitulation of cost of tonnage. 
To Oundle - - Is. 6d. 



J 




Is. 5d. per Ton or 

Ckaidrcn* 



uunaie - - is. oa, \ 
Jslip - - - Is, i)d. I 
Wellingboro' Is. \\d. ?7s.4d. 
Norlhanrpton Is. bd, I 
Graud Juuctiou Is. Od. ^ 



per ton. 
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From WisbcacB to Peterborough is a river navigatiow* 
and BO totts^ the distauce S3 miles. I'he tide flows within ten 
mile» of Peterborough. 

The time con^med in going from Wisbeach to Nor- 
tbanlfKon in oirdinary periods when there are no freshes nor 
lack of water, is aboat five or six days. 

The lockage, as particalarised^ 6$. 4d. per ton. 
The freight, in ordinary times, 8s. and 9s. sometimes from 
IQs, to 14s. according to particular circumstances, and ^ 
sixdden or great demand for craft. 



A TABLE OF THE RATES OF TONNAGE, along 
the Canal, through Outwell, from the River Ouse to 
the River Nen ; payable to the Wisbeach Canal Com- 
pany. 

s. d. 

For every chaldron of coals r - - - 1 

hundred of battens - - * 1 

half hundred of single deals - - 1 

quarter of a hundred of double deals 1 O 

load of fir timber of bX) cubic feet - 1 

load of oiher timber of 40 cubic feet 1 O 

four packs of wool of 10 tods each - 1 

'• five quarters of oats - - -09 

five quarters of rye-grass, hay-seedi, 

barley-big, or malt 

load of turf, reed, sedge, hay, flax, 

or hemp, of HO cwt. 

five hundred pantiles - - - 1 

one thousand flat tiles - - - 1 

five hundred bricks - - - - 1 

■ ■ twenty cubic feet of stone - - 1 



3 
1 



1 o 
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For every pipe, butt, puncheon, or piece of 

wine or spirituous liquors 

■ six sacks of flour of 20 stone each - 1 O 

five barrels of ale, beer, or porter, of *> 

36 gallons each - - - ^ 

— . chaldron of lime of 40 bushels --10 

— ^ five quarters of wheat - - - 1 

— — — fire quarters of barley, mustard, J 

faerap, rape, or linseeds, rye, pease, > 1 6 
or beans - - - - - J 

ton of clunch - - - - - 9 

ton of all other goods - - - 1 

■ ■ vessel empty, or laden with a less bur- ) ^ {\ 

then than three tons 

— — — vessel passing on a Wisbeach market- 
day and laden only with passengers 
orgoods not exceeding 3 tonsy'going^ 1 6 
to or returning from Wisbcach 
market. - - - - 

' ' - ' chaldron of coals parsing through 

the Wisbeach sluice only, and <jeli- ^ 
vcred in the town of Wisbeach • 



For all other Goods passing through the said ^ One Half 
sluice only, and delivered in the town> of the 
of Wisbeach . ' - - - • j usual Rates. 
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WbkKS T&ARSLAtED AND tblTEh BY J. j. STOCKDALEi 

i.^ENCYGLOPiEDIAFOR YOUTH; or, an Abridgment 
\}f all the Scienctes, for the use of Schools of both Sexes. Second 
Edition, In On<* large Volume, 8vo. Illustrated with Eleven ele- 
gantly draWn Plates, containing 108 Subjects, and a Map of the 
World. Price only 10s. 6d. or elegantly calf gilt, 13s. 

52.— A PRESENT FOR AN APPRENTICE ; or a sure Guide 
to Esteem and Wealth, with Rules for his Conduct to his Master, 
and in the World. By a late LORD MAYOR of LONDON. 
Third Edition, corrected and cnlarged4 One rolume, 13mo. 
price 3s. 

3.— HISTORY of CHARLES XII. KING of SWEDEN. 
By M. de Voltaire. To which are prefixed, ANECDOTES of 
PEI'ER THE GREAT of RUSSIA, an Essay on the History, &c. 
French or English. Royal octavo, and hot-pressed, price one gui- 
nea ; JDemy octavo, 10s. 6d. ; 12rao. 6s. 6d. with a capital Portrait 
«f the Northern Hero, from the celebrated Painting in tne possession 
of Louis XIV. Dedicated to th^ King of- Sweden ana Marquis 
Welleslev. 

The above Editions, made from the most celebrated French 
^opj% bear scai^cely any resemblance to those heretofore published 
in flngland. 

4.— HISTORY of the LIFE of GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, 
KING of SWEDEN, surnamed tlie GREAT. To which is 
prefixed) an Essay on the Military State of Europe, containing 
the Manners and Customs in the early part of the Seventeenth 
Century. By the Rev. WALTER HARTE, A. M. Canon of 
•Windsor. Third Edition, including the Appendix, revised, cor- 
rected, altered, and enlarged; In two large volumes, 8vo. price 
1/. 5^. ; on royal paper and hot-pressed, 2L lOs, illustrated with 
a fine Portrait from Vandyke, and Plans. Dedicated to the Duke 
9f Cumberland. 

. 5.— A CYCLOPAEDIA, or Universal Dictionary of Lan- 
guage, Art, and Science. Comprehending all the Technical and 
other Terms of Art, Natural and General History, Mythology, 
Proper Names, a most extensive Gazetteer of the World, and 
satisfactory explanations, definitions, and descriptions of everjr 
word that occurs, in whatever class of ancient and modern Englisk 
reading. One large volume royal octavo. In the Press. 

6. — An.Expos'jre of the Arts and Machinations which led to the 
Usurpation oi the Crown of Spain, and of the means pursued by 
Bonaparte to carry his views into effect. To which are annexed^ 
Documents to substantiate eveiy assertion* By Don Pedro Ce- 
vallos. Principal Secretary of State to Ferdinand V 11. Price in Spa* 
nish and English, 7s. or in English only, 3s, 6d. 

7. — Proceedings on the Inquiry into the Armistice and Conven- 
tion of Cintra, and into the Conduct of the Officers concerned: il- 
lustrated with five Military Plans, price 7s. 

N. B. This includes ^ Sir Arthur Wellesley's Narrative of his 
Caftipaign in Portugal, which, withthe Report of the Board of In- 
4]tiiry tothe King, may be bad, including the Plans, priee 4s. 

Xb» Plans separately, Ss. 6^. 



M^iM pHriiedf&r JdM Joseph St^kdtd^^ No, A\, dhoui the 

Middle, on tlie North Side qf Pall'Mail, where may be 

had. Newspapers and Stationary, 

1— ALL THE TALENTS ; a Satirical Poem, in Four Dia- 
logues ; and a Pastorai Epilogue. With Notes, by POLYPUS, 
Nineteenth Edition, embellished with a characteristic IVontispiec^. 
price 6s. in boards ; or on fine drawing Paper. lOs. 6d. 

2.— ALL THE TALENTS IN IRELAND. A Satirical Poem, 
with Notes, by SCRUTATOR. Second Edition, price Is. 6d. 

3.— ALL THE TALENTS' GARLAND, or a few Rockets 
let off at a celebrated Ministry. Including Elijaii's Mantle, the 
Vti Possidetis, and other Poems of the same Autliot. By Eminent 
Political Characters. Third Edition, greatly enlarged, price 4s. 

4.-.FLAGELLUM FLAGELLATED. A Satirical Poem, 
with Notes, by BEN BLOCK. Price Is. 6d. 

5.— The BRITANNIAD and HIBERNIAD, Satirical Poems, 
«n the Choice and Change of Ministers. Price 2s. 6d. - 
. 6.— MORE TALENTS STILL: being Lord Grenville's Letter 
to Dr. Gaskin, with the Answers thereto. Price Is. 

7.— Substance of the SPEECH of the Right Honourable 
GEORGE CANNING, in the House of Commons, on Monday, 
January 5th, 1807, in the Debate on the LATE NEGOTIATION 
with Fr^ce. Price 2s, 6d, 

8.— A LETTER TO SAMUEL WHITBREAD, Esq. M.P. 
in consequence of his unqualified Approbation of Mr, Lancaster's 
thm of Education. By JOHN BOWLES, Esq. Second Edi- 
tioD, enlarged, price 2s. 6d. 

9.— STRICTURES on. the MOTIONS made in the last Par- 
liament) respecting the Pledge which his Majesty demanded firom 
his late Ministers, and which was most unconstitutionally made a 
Subject of Accusation ; in a Letter to Lord Viscount Howick. By 
JOHN BOWLES, Esq. Price 2s. 

10.— A SECOND LETTER TO SAMUEL WHIT BJREAD, 
Esq. M. P. on the EDUCATION of the CHILDREN of the 
POOU ; with Remarks on the Bills for the Establishment of Paro- 
chial Schools ; and Observations on the religious systems maintained 
by the Edinburgh, Monthly, and Critical Reviewers. Price 3s. 6d. 

U.— A VINDICATION of the COURT of RUSSIA, from a 
false and treasonable Attack in a Pamphlet, entitled^ tiie State of 
the Negotiation. Third Edition, price 2s. 6d. , 

12.— An ADDRESS to R. B. SHERIDAN, Esq. on hisPublifc 
and Private Proceedings during the late Election for Westminster. 
By the Author of Mr. Fox's Title to Patriot Disputed. Third 
edition, 2s. . 

13.— A VIEW of the NEGOTIATION, including Remarks on 
the Statements of Messrs. Fox and Talleyrand ; and on some parts 
of '* The State of the Negotiation," which have not been noticed in 
that incomparable pamphlet, ** A Vindication of the Court of 
Russia." Second Edition. By the Author of the preceding. Price 
2s. 6d. '. 

' 1 4. -The BRITISH TREATY. By GOVERNEUR MOR. 
RIS,Esq. of New York, formerly Ambassador to the French Repub- 
lic dtriug the Reign of Robespierre. With an Appendix of State 



^apeit. And, by WILLIAM COBBEnTt, Esq. an Elegant Kduta^ 
tion of the Prejeht PoItticUl Sentiments of Hiniself. Second Edi- 
tion, 48. * • 

15.— A LETTER to the KING od the STATE of the ESTA- 
BLISHED CHURCII of ENGLAND. By iOHN RIPPINGw 
HAM, Es^ U 6d. 

16.— DRAMATIC and POETICAL WORKS of the late 
Lieutenant-Genend J. BURGOYNE ; to whkrh are prefixed, 
MEMOIRS of the AUTHOR, fine pmtes, 2 vols. 8vo. 18s. o^ 
ISnif. 12s. 

17.— PLAIN FACTS, or a Review of the Conduct of the lat6 
Ministers. I'hird Edition, enlarged, price 38. 

18.— The CRISIS. By the Author of the pt^eding. Fifth 
Edition, erJarged. Price 3s. 6d. 

19.— NARRATIM£ of thcOPERATIONSofasmall BRITISH 
FORCE, upder the Command of Sir Samuel Auchmuty, em- 
ployed in the Beduction of Monte Video, in the River Plate. 
In 4to. illustrated with a plan of the Operations, price 5s. in boards. 

20.-^ZIM AO, the AFRICAN : a Tale. By the Rev. WEEDEN 
BUTLER, Jun. A.M. Second Edition, elegantly printed on draw 
lag paper, with Cuts, price 5s. in boards. 

21. — Heretofore suppressed. The RED BOOK, or the Govern* 
ment of Francis I. Emperor of the English, King of the Scotch and 
Irish, &c. A Dream. Price 2s. 6d. 

22.— The ECONOMY of a CHRISTUN LIFE: or, Maxims 
and Rules of Religious and Moral Conduct, arranged from th^ 
sacred Scriptures, and adapted to Christians of every Denomination. 
With short Explanatory Notes. By the Rev. W. BINGLEY, 
A. M. lateof Peterhouse, Cambridge. Two volumes, 12mo. 8s, 

23.— The LONDON CALENDAR ; or, Court and City Register 
for all parts of the World, for 1809. Price single 4s. 6d.; with an Al* 
manack 6s. 6d ; and Companion 9s ; and Arms of the Peers and Ba- 
ronets, including an Abstract of the Pecrace, gilt and lettered 15s.6d.; 
aiKl with the East India Calendar added to all the preceding, 
handsomely bound in red calf, and gilt, 1/. 5s. this last being tiie 
roost complete ever published. 

24.— LEITER to LORD VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH 
upon the PRESENT POLITICAL S 1' ATE of IRELAND. By 
the Author of ** All the Talents' in Ireland," 2s. 

25.— REVIEW of the POLITICAL STA IE of EUROPE, 4s. 

26.— NOTES on the VICEROYALTY of LA J»LA 1 A irr 
SOUlli AMERICA; with a Sketch of the Manners and Charac- 
ter of the Inhabitants. To which is added, a History of the 
Operations of the British Troops in that Coimtry, and Anecildtes, 
Biographical and Military, ot the prihcipal Oilicers iniplo\ed, 
M^ith a Portrait arid Plans, 10s. 6d. 

27.— An ACCOUNT of the EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS 
in AMKKICA, containing An Accurate Descrlnlion ol their Ex- 
lent, Climate, Product ioiis, 1 rade, CJemus, and Disposition of the 
Jnhabitaiits : the Interests of the Several Powers of Euiope, with re- 
spect to them, and llteir Political and Commercial ^'ie^vs, with re- 



Books, 8tc» printed fsr J. J, Siockdalc, A\, PulUMatt. 

gatd to each other. By the Right Honourable EDMUN& 
BUTRKE, 1 jol. 4to. price 1/. 4^. J vols, royal 8vo. 1/. 4j. demy 
$vo. 15s. illustrated with Maps. This, which is the most elegant of 
all the Writings of its Celebrated Author, forms the 5th 4to. volume, 
and the 9th and lOth dvo. volumes of his Works. It acquires the 
greatest interest from the recent events which have given such im- 
portance to South America, whose Settlements are herein treated, 
m all their extensive Political, and Commercial relations, with a 
perspicuity and ability not to be found m any other historian. 

28.~A LET! ER from the f ION. TIMOTHY PlCJCERING^ 
a Senator of the United States, and Secretary of State under Ge- 
neral Washington, exhibiting to his Constituents a view of the im-* 
minent danger of an unnecessary and ruinous war with Great Bri- 
tain. Price Is. fid. 

29.— PURSUITS of AGRICULTURE^^ Satirical Poem, tw* 
Cantos. Price 2s. 6d. each. 

30.— The COMET; A Mock Newspaper. By the Author of 
All the Talents. Second Edition, price 3s. 6d. 

31.-^The Simpliciad, a Satirico-Dramatic Poem, containing 
Hints forWalter Scott, Southey, Wordsworth, Coleridge, and others, 
suggested by Horace's Art of Poetry. Price 2s. 

32. — Proceedings in an Action, in which Lord Boritigdon wat 
Plaintitf, and Sir Arthur Paget Defendant By Mr. Gurney. 
Price 2s. 

33. — The Life of St. Neot. oldest brother to King Alfred. 
By the Rev. John Whitaker, B. D. one vol. 8vo. 

34. — A Defence of the Convention in Portugal. By Edward 
Jones, Esq. With an illustrative Map, 2s. 6d. 

35. — ^A Letter to Brevet Major Ilogan upon his extraordinary 
*' Appeal ;" with a cursory remark on Mr. Cobbett^s recommenda- 
tion of it, a Clue to Discover the real Donor of the Bank Notes, 
and a hint to Mr. Thomas Hague. Third edition. Is. 

36. — A Speech which oughl to have been spoken upon the Mo- 
tion of the Right Honourable Henry Grattan, on the 25h of May, 
1808. With supplementary Notes, on the Idolatry of the Romish 
Church ; the Proceedings in Parliament respecting the Royal Po- 
pish College at Maynooth ; and the reportec Speech of the Bishop 
of Norwich, in the House of Lords 1808. Price 3s. 

37. — A Dialogue in the Elysian Fields between the Right Hon- 
«urable Charles James Fox, and some of his Royal Progenitors, in 
Answer to Mr. Fox's Posthumous History, 4to. 2s. 

S8. — Suggestions for the Prevention of the Yellow Fever. With 
tlie outline of a Plan of Military Hospitals tending to introduce 
a more successful treatment of the Sick. By Stewart H£ND£r« 
SON, M. D. District Staff Surgeon, royal 8vo. plans, 5s, 

39. — The Scotiad, or Wise Men of the Nortk ! A Serio-comic 
and Satiric Poem, 2s. 6d. 
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40. SIR FRANTIC the REFORMER, or the Hninoan of 
the Crowa and Anchor ; a Satirical'Pocni, with Notes. Price 4k* 

41. The THESPIAD; a Poetical Critique OQ the priacspal 
Dramatic Authors and Performers. Firice %%. 6d« 

42. SONNETS for 1809; including Mrs. Clarke's Garland, 
MxkA Taylor's Wreath, and Sketches of Cobbett, Wardle^ 
folkstone, Burdett, Whitbread, &c. Price as. 6d« 

43. FACTION, a Poem, in Three Cantos, with Notes daci« 
datory of the Sute of Parties. Price 31. 6d. 

44. The BELLUM CATILQ^ARIUMof Sallust Travestied| 
containing a Specimen of Senatorial Wrangling. Price; is. 

4$. The SPEECH of the Right Hon. SPENCER PERCEVAL^ 
in Defence of the Duke of York. Price 31. 6d. 

46. TRAVELS of the late DUC DU CHATELET in 
PORTUGAL. Comprehending interesting Details in respect ta 
the Colonies^ the Earthquake at Lisbon, M. De Pombal, and the 
Court. The Manuscript revised, corrected, and enlarged hf 
Notes on the present State of that Kingdom and its Colonies* 
Translated from the French by J. J. Stockdalb. % Vols. 
8vo. Map and View. Price 1 75. 

47. An ESSAY on GOVERNMENT, considered in all iti 
Details. By Mrs. R. F. A. LEE, only Daughter of the late Fran* 
cis. Lord Le Despenccr. Second Edition, enlarged, Price ofdj 
7s. 6d. boards. 

48. MEMOIRS of the KING*s SUPREMACY, and of Ae 
Rise. Progress, and Results of the Supremacy of the POPE9 
in difTerent Ages and Nations, so fsr as relates to Civil A&irs.— - 
With'^fcQ Appeiv^ of Important Papers of the Time of Charles L 
particttiarljT applicable to recent Events in this Kingdom* 
By the Rev. Thomas Beookk Claeke, L. L. D* i Vol. 8vo» 
Price lol. 6d. 

40. A SKETCH of the ECCLESIASTICAL BSTABUSK- 
MENT. By the RohHmet Bathuest, U L. B. Moe Mi 



frhHtd fir}, J. StocxdaLC, 4<, Pall MalL 

ip. SOME PARTICULARS in the CHARACTER of the 
lacv CHARLES JAMES FOX» proposed for the Coosideratiua 
of Philopatris Varvicensis. Price is. 6d. 



51. MONODY on the Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT- By th< 
Rev. Robert Dealtry^ L. L. D. Price 2s. 

. ^: ELEOTon SIR JOHN MOORE, K. B. 67 the Same. 
Priee 11, 



<3f. The CLAIMS of Mr. WARDLE to the THANKS of the 
COUNTRY considered. Price 2s. 

5^1 A SECOND LETTER oh the Gaims of Mr. Wardle. 
Price i8» 

^. OBSERVATIONS on the POLITICAL TENDENCY 
of ttie late Public Meetings for returning Thanks to Mr. Wardle* 
Price 28. 6d. , 



c«; A SUMMARY REVIEW of the Evidence adduced on 
' Hie bUftrg^i agfcinst the Duke of York. Price is. 

. J7. fURSUITS of AGRICULTURE, n Satirical Poem, with 
]NoteS| Canto III. Price 2s. 6d. 

j8; The AVENGER, or The SICILIAN VESPERS ; a Ro- 
mance of tUe 13th Century, not inapplicable to the i9ih. 3 Vols. 
i$mo. Price 18s, 

59. A SERMON on the JUBILEE. By the Rev. Sir Adam 
GoRpoN, Bart. Prebendary of Bri6t94|.^&c. Price is. 6d. 

6U. Aii ANALYTICAL VIEW of the MEDICAL DE- 
PARtMESfT of the BRITISH ARMY, i Vol. 8vo. Price 

* ft ■ 

6u MEDICAL OBSERVER and FAMILY MOMlTdR, In 
Moothly Numbers, of which, TwcDty-eight are published, Each 
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